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rT is the general perfuafion, me 
see the moderns are spree | 

a pitch of knowledge a 
AP fuperior to that of oe 
their forefathers ; that, by the liberty aot 
we enjoy of treating all manner ae 
fubje&s with the utmoft freedom, our 
minds, are. greatly inlarged, and Our | 
views of things much more extenfive 


.than the narrownefs of their education, © rete Ge 
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or their prejudiced attachment to fome — 
old and unfafhionable do@rines and. 
principles, would permit them to en- 
tertan, They, good fouls! giving | 
credit to the ftories they read in the 
bible, imagined there were fufficient 
grounds to believe that there is an in- 
vifible world of {pirits ; that there is a 
devil, the grand adverfary of mankind, 
who is conftantly employed in works 
of darknefs and mifchief againft the 
peace and happinefs cf the human 
race; that there is likewife an hierar- — 
chy of angels and blefied faints, fome — 
or other of whom never fail in their: 

attendance on good and virtuous per- 
fons, in treating them with love and 
tendernefs, and doing them all the 
good offices in their power. From 
the fame antiquated book they like- 
wife imbibed ftrange notions of the real 
exiflence of magicians, forcerers, and 
“witches; and that thefe minifters ‘of 
jatan were permitted to pradcife their 
diabolical aéts, in fubfervience to fome 
great and wife ends of providence. But 


jy 


TPREPAEE  § 5 


_ whatever notions our grave anceftors 
entertained of thefe matters, we, their 
more enlightened children and fuccef- 
_ fors, have more elegant and refined 


ideas: We will take nothing upon 
truft, nor believe any thing but what 
is brought home to our fenfs. We 


are not to be frightened by witches, © 


{pectres, ghofts, and fuch kind of idle 
romantic fluff, we leave them to old 
nurfles to quiet their children with, 


This, then, being notorioufly the 
cafe, how can we flatter ourfelves that 


a work will fucceed, which profefledly ‘ : be 


argues in defence of opinions fo univer- 
fally exploded, fo diametrically oppo- 
fite to the reigning notions of the pre- 


fent age P—However, though we ex- 


pect to be moft unmercifully (perhaps 
undefervedly) pelted with the {quibs 
‘and “fow jefts of our modern wits and 
choicé fpirits; and that libertines and 
infidels will give us no quarter, when 


it fhall appear (as we are perfuaded i¢_ 


will} that we advance nothing but what 
oe ae 
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though we fhould exclude the evidence — 
sroduced from the facred records: I. 
fay, when thefe things are duly confi= 4 
dered and weighed in the balance of 
unprejudiced reafon, we doubt not but 
‘we fhall meet with due attention from 
‘the rational, ferious, and candid part 
of mankind, who, though far from 
iving credit to every idle tale that is 
told of this kind, when facts are rela-_ 
ted, accompanied with the moft con- 
vincing proofs that can reafonably be 
required, or the nature of the thing 
admit of, will acquiefce in the vera- 
city of the narrative: For, notwith- 
{tanding the facts are aftonifhing, they 
cought not therefore, to be deemed in- 
—credibley nor, though the manner of 
operation may feem incomprehenfible, 
fhould it be thought infuperable to the 
powers of nature, or of thofe invilible 
agents who conduct and manage -1t.— 
Indeed, it is entirely agreeable to the 
-dodrine 
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dodtrir B of! frit BE ths ‘moft eminent 
philofophers, who have long fince de- 
ared, that there are an infinite num- 
ber “ things in nature too difficult for 
the acuteft human fagacity to develop - 
or explore. 


Upon the whole, the inftances which 
we fhall give in this little colleétion, are 
founded on the teftimonies of unexcep- 

 tionable witnefles, who were either 

 fufferers thenilelges. or fuch as heard, | 

-. faw, or perfeétly smdentondethe fevers 
facts which they atteft. We thall like- 
wile prefent our readers with the exa- 
minations of many of the delinquents 
before magiftrates, who, it may rea~ 
fonably be fappofed, ufed their ut- 
moft fkill and judgment, to difcover 
the truth, to prevent themfelves, as 
well as Mie from being deceived 
and impofed on. 


But if, after all, any perfon fhould 
_ remain a incredulous, and. 1 is refolved not 
to 
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to, 5. believe any thing of ibis 


again the cleareft light, and that 


ignorance is incurable, — rae 


we ‘can, fay is, that he fhuts 
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HAUNTED HOUSES, 


The INVISIBLE DRUMMER, 


R. John Mompeffon,. of Ted- 
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1661, being at a RRNA INE, 
town, called Ludgerfhall, 1 

See) hearing a drum beat there, ide 
_exquired ‘of ie bailiff. of the town, at whofe 
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» houfe he then was, what ic meant, The Bailiff 
B told 


worth, in the county of Wilts, 
about the middle of March, gt ts 
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told him, that they had for fone tere ee se: 
troubled with an idle drummer, who demanded “s a 
money of the conftable, by virtue of a pretended a 
pafs, which he believed was a counterfeit one. ~ 
Upon which Mr. Mompeffon fent for the fellow, 
and afked him by what authority he wentupand 
down the country with his drum? Thedrummer 
anfwered, he had good authority, and produced 

his pafs, with a warrant under the hands of Sir 
William Cawley, and Colonel Ayliff, of Gre- 
tenham. Mr. Mompefion knowing thefe gentle- 
mens hands, difcovered that the pafs and warrant 
were counterfeited, and thereupon commanding 

the vagrant to put off his drum, charged the con- ~ 
ftable to carry him before the next juftice of peace 

to be farther examined, and punifhed. The fellow 
then confeffed the cheat, and begged earneftly to 
have his drum. Mr. Mompeffon told him, that — 
if he underftood from Col. Ayliff, whofe drum- 
mer he had declared himfelf, that he was an honeft. 
man, he fhould have it again; but in the mean time 

he would fecure it; and he accordingly Icft the 
drum with the bailiff, and the drummer, in the 
hands ofthe conftable, who, it feems,, was pre- 
‘vailed on to let him go. 


About the middle of April following, when 
Mr. Mompefion was preparing for a journey 
to London, the bailiff fent the Drum to his 
houfe. On his return from London, his wife 
_ told him, that during his abfence, ‘they had been 
: much | 
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as a very hoe knocking at the door, a 


‘on the outfide of his houle: Upon which he. : 
- got up, and with a brace of loaded piftols),4 
opened the door, at which the knocking feem- 


ed moft violent; but the noife fad derby re- 
moved to another door, which he opened alfo, 
and went round the houfe but could difcover no- 


thing; only he ftill heard a ftrange notfe and hol- 


low found. When he was in bed, the noife was 
a thumping and drumming on the top of the 
houfe, which continued a, good {pace, and then 
went off into the air. — | a 
: : - 
After this the noife of ee and drumming 
was very frequent; ufually five nights toger 
ther, and then it would ceafe for three. It 
conftantly came as they were going to fleep, 
whether early or late. After a month’s diftur- 
bance on the outfide of the houfe, which was 
principally of boards, it came into the room 
where the drum lay four or five nights in a week, 
within half an hour after they were in bed, an@ 
continued almoft two hours. The fignal of its 
approach was, ahurlingia the air over the houfe, 
and at its departure, the beating of a drum was 
_ heard like that ufed at the breaking up guards 
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| after two hours would. be quiet. 
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Jt continued to vifit this room for ¢ 
two monihs, which time Mr. I Mompef n 
lay there, in order to obferve it: In the fe 


of the night it ufed to. be very troublefor 


Mrs. janes being brought to bed, there 


" was but little noife for the night the was in travail, 
46 nor any for three weeks after till the had recovered 
- {trength: But after this. civil ceffation, it returned - 


in a more violent manner. than ever, and, for the 

firft time, followed. the youngeft children, beating 

their bedfteads. with fuch violence, that all prefent = —- 
expected they would fall in pieces. In laying ok. 
hands on them no blows could be felt, butit was 
very perceptible | that they fhook exceedingly, 
For an hour together the. drum would beat 
Round: heads and Cuckolds, the Tat-too, and feveral 
other points of ware After this a {cratching 
would be heard uader the chi! drens bed, as if by 
fomething that had iron talons. It would lift the 
children up in their beds, follow them from one 
room to another, and for a while haunted: no 
parts | of the houfe but where they were prefent. 


T here was a 1 cock- loft in nthe haute iets had 
not been obferved to be troubled, thither. they 
removed the children, putting them to bed while 
it was fair day; but they were no fooner in bed 
than the Invifible Drummer haunted. them as. 
before. | | tate ty af A 


—-_ 


e: that ¢ a lock ood equld not all more gently, 


in the childrens room moved, he! bid. 
vifible give him one of them ; upon which 
yard came (nothing moving it that he faw) 
ina yard of him. The man faid, Pray let 


me have it in- my hand, and it ‘was accordingly 


fhoved quite home to him, arid fo up and down 
to and fro, at leaft twenty times together, till i 
Mr. Mompeffon forbid his fervant fuch fami- mr | 
liarities. This: was in the day time, and feen Ape. 
by a whole room full of people; and on its de- i 
- parture it left a very fulphurous {mell behind it, _ : 

which was very offenfive. 7 brits. 3a ane 


» At night -the aes and Mr, Goareeh and fs | 
ras Bis the neighbours, came to the houfe on 
a vifit.. The minifter went to iprayers; with Ye 2 
them, Kneeling at the childrens bed-fide, where 3 me | 
it was then very troublefome and loud. During 
the. prayers, it withdrew into the cock- loft, but 
returned as foon as they were over, and then, 
in’ fight of the company, ‘the chairs walked © — ee 
about the room of themfelves, as’ did alfo ooh my ae a 
piece of furniture. that was loofe, and> the Bae 
childrens fhoes were hurled baekwards and for- i 7 
wards over their heads; at the fame time a be | : 
ftaff was thrown at the minifter, which ftruck | ti 
him on the leg, but, in’ fo favourable a manner, ee 


for. After this, the houfe where the cide 


it lighted, with rolling or moving f 
place. A 


Mr. Mompefion perceiving that it oe much 
pefter’d the little children, he lodged them, out 


-at a neighbour’s houfe, taking his eldeft daugh- | : 


ter; who was about ten years of age to his own 


chamber, which the fpiric had not vifited for a- 


month. As foon as the child was in bed the 


-difturbance began there again, and continued 
three weeks drumming and making other noifes ; 


and it was obferved that it would erie an{wer 
to drumming any thing that was beaten or called © 


Cue 


lodged out happening to be full of vifitors, they — 


were brought home, and no difturbance. having — 
-been in the parlour, they were lodged there; — 
-but their perfecutor foon found them out, and — 


contented itfelf with plucking them by the hair 
and night cloaths, without making any diftur- 
bance. | 


It was obferved that when the noife was 
loudeft and came with the moft fudden and fur- 
prifing violence, no dog about the houfe would 
move, tho’ the Knocking was often heard by the 
neighbours, and alfo at a confiderable diftance. 
The fervants were fometimes lifted up with 
their beds, and gently let down again without — 
hurt; at other times it would bas like a great 4 


weight u pales ini 


latter end of December 1661, the 
was lefs frequent, and then they 
a noife like jingling of money, occafioned, 
was thought, by Mr. Mompeffon’s mother 
ng, a few days before faid, that the had 
en heard of fairies dropping money, and 
fhould be very well fatisfied if their occafional 


trouble. 


After, this it defifted from making a violent 


hoife, and employed itfelf in playing little apith | 


tricks. On Chriftmas Eve, a little before day, — 
one of ‘the little boys, in getting out of his 


bed, was ftruck on a fore place upon his 


heel with the latch of the door. The nigit after 


~— Chriftmas Day, it threw the old gentlewoman’s . 
cloaths about the room, and hid her bible in the 


afhes; and it played many other like pranks too 
tedious to mention. It fhortly after became 
very troublefome to a fervant of Mr. Mompeffon, | 
who was a very ftout fellow, of {ober conver- 
fation. For feveral nights the bed cloaths were 
endeavoured to be pulled off in fo forcible a 
manner, that he was obliged to make ufe of his 
whole ftrength to keep them on; and fometimes,. 
that not * being fufficient he was left almoft 
naked, and his fhoes thrown at his head: and 
now and then he found himfelf forcibly held, 
and, as it were, bound hand and foot; Msgs bias: 
a | Cae 
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vifitor would leave them fomething for their 8 
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_man the drummer had fome time been) bei 


well taken, for as foon as they were in bed, the 
yarum beat up very violently ; on whichthe gentle- 
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ihienever he could make ufe of His" 


ce a, with it, the {pirit quitted its ho: ; 
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A fon of Mr. Thomas Bennet (whofe - ; 


on a vifit to Mr. Mompeffon, told him fome ee 
words he had. fpoken; which it feems was not ee 


man arofe; and called his fervant, who lay with 
Mr. Mompeffon’s fervant before mentioned, 
whofe name was John: As foon as Mr. Bennet’: >: 
fervant was gone, John heard a ruftling noife 2 
in his chamber, and fomething corne to his bed- “3 
fide, as if it had been a Berton in filk, The “it ; 
man immediately endeavoured to fecure his — 1 
fword, which he found from him, and it was ie 
with great difficulty that he got it info his power, ay 
which he had no fooner done than the fpirit left : 
him, and it was always oblerved to avoid | a 
fword. ae ae | 
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About the bedititas: of January, 1662, 2 
finging was heart in Mr. a s ie ee 


the Heald: one Of which climes to Me. sont 
peffon’s chamber; it feemed blue. and elimmer- 
ing, and caufed great ftiffnefs in the eyes of the 
beholders. After. the light, fomething was heard i 
to come up the airs, treading foltly, as if it h 
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= athioad Dues. The ghe as alfo 


n iiatd ‘soni confidencly siti, xina0 
he doors were ‘opened ) and! fhut;' at -leafts/! tery 
times in their fight; and that when they were 


- perfonsswere entering together!: After which «a 
noife like: people: reciabeitiis imuthe room) above, 
anda railing: ‘Of filly wash bead. gored etd ai 


&ha 
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a During the time of. khocking;| ath “many, 
~ perfons were prefent, a gentleman in company 
faid; Satan, if the dtsmater Jet thee: to, work, ‘dive 
three knockis: and no word : which. ity didwWeny 
diftin@ly, and) ftopped.o«Thes gentlernam ‘thea 
knock’d ‘to fee if it-would anfwer him, asiite was 
wont, butiit did not. » For: fatther’ tial; she: bid 
it, for ¢onfirmations iffitcowete théodrummer: to 
give five knocks, and no moareithat night; dwhich 
it did, andleftthe houfe quietdall the sight afier 
This was done in the préfence: of Sirefhomas 
Ra Se of meinen, and divers ey 
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drum wias!heardsto beat) on» the ‘outide:, of Mr. 
Mompeffon’s ‘chamber, ftom whence. it went; to 
the other endsef thei houfe,where fome:. gentlemen 
vifitors lay, playing at)their door four or.fivedif- 
ferent tunes, and then went off into the ait Ms 


C | | With. 
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~ opened they: heath far noife as if halfva dozen © 
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with John the man, they heard a noite in the 
room as of one fhoeing a horfe, and pie eo 
came, as if with a pair of pincers, fnipping eas, ; 

the {mith’s nofe moft part of the night. Rs 


° 


One nnbrates Mr. Mompeffon rifing early, 
to go a journey, heard a great noife below where 
the children lay, and running down with a piftol 
in his hand, he heard a voice cry, aWitch! 
aWitch! (as they heard once before) and upon 
his entering all was quiet. — | ’ 


» Having one night ‘played fome little tricks 
at Mr. Mompeffon’s~ bed’s feet, it went» B to 
another bed where one. of his daughters lay ; . 
‘there it paffed from fide to fide, lifting her 
up as it pafled under; at which time there were 
three kinds of noife in the bed, they thruft at 

it with a fword, but it ftill fhifted, and care- 
fully avoided the thruft, getting under the child 
every time they offered at ic. | 


The night following it came into the room 
panting like a large dog; upon which one of ~ 
the company ftruck at it with a bed-ftaff, which 
was immediately fnatch’d out of his hand, and 
thrown away, and the room filled with a moft 
noifome ftench, and exceffively hot, tho’ it was 
a fevere winters day. After continuing in the 
bed panting and {cratching for an hour and an 
half, it went to the next chamber, where ic 2 


Steet 


“knocked a little, and feemed to fattle 4 chaiaz 
‘Thus it did for feveral nights together. 


In a few days after, Mr. Momrefion’s mother’s 
bible was found in the afhes, the paper fides being 
downwards: Mr. Mompeffon took it up, and 
obferved that it lay open at the 3d chaptet of 
St. Mark, where there is mention made of the 
unclean fpirits falling down before our Saviour, 
and of his giving power to the twelve to caft 
out devils, and of the fcribes opinion that’ sl 
caft them our thro’ Belzebub. 


The night following they ftrew’d afhes over: 
the chamber, to fee whut impreffion the fpirie 
would leave; in the morning.,they found in one 
place the refernblance of a great claw, in another 


_ of a lefs, fone letters in another (which they 


could make nothing of) befides iniaby circles 
and {cratches. . 


author) I went to the Hout on sob trite to en- 


quire the truth of thofe paffages of which there. 


was fo loud a report. The fpirit had ceafed its 
drumming and more violent noife before I ¢ame 
thither; but moft of the remarkable circum- 


ftances before related were confirmed to me 


there by feveral of the neighbours, who had 


been prefent at them. At this time it ufed to 
+t aunt the children, and that as foon as they w wets 


) 


had taken out; my hand it. returned, and was 


panes the bed, _ turned, Up “the cloaths “to the. 
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laid. They went to bed that night I was t | 
about eight o’clock 5. when a maid fervant.co ning by! 
down told us it was come. The neighbours 
who were: there,. and two.. minifters who. had , 
heard it. divers times, went away; but Mr. 
Mompefion and myfelf, and a gentleman, . who 
came. with me, went up.., 1 heard a ftrange 
fcratching as we went up the ftairs, and when 
we came into the room, I perceived it was juft 
behind the bolfter of the, childrens bed, ‘and 
feemed to be againft the tick: It was as. loud a 
{cratching as one with long. nails can make 
upon a bolfter. There were two little modett 
girls in the bed between. feven and eight ;years 
old, asI gueffed. I faw their hands out of the 
cloaths, se they could not contribute, to. the 
noife that was. behind their heads; they. had 
been ufed to it, and had ftill fomebody or other 
in the chamber with them, and therefore feemed 
not to be much affrighted. I, ftanding at. the 
bed’s head, thruft my hand behind the bolfter, 
directing it to the-place from:.whence the noife 


feemed . to come, which thereupon ceafed, and 


was heard in another partof the bed ; but when I 


heard in the fame place as before. I had been 
told it would imitate apy kind of noife, and 
made trial by {cratching feveral times, as five, 


‘feven, and ten,, which. it followed, and fill 


flopped at my number. I fearch’d under and~ 


could to nae if —- was any or contrivance, 
Or common caufe of it; the like did my friend; 
but we could difcover nothing’: “So that I was 
then verily perfuaded, «that cH noife was made 
by fome demon or fpirit. After it had fcratched 
about half an hour ot more, it went into the 
midft of the bed, under the children, and there 
_feemed to pant like a dog out of breath very loud- 
ly. Iput my hand upon the place, and felt the 


‘bed bearing up againtft it, as if fomething within. | 


had thruft it up. ‘I grafped the AUR ae to feel 


if any thing living were in it: I-looked under 


the bed, and every where about, to fee if there 
any dog or cat, or any fuch creature’ in the 
room; and fo we all did, but found nothing. 


‘The’ motion that it caufed by this panting was _ 


fo ftrong, that it fhook the room and windows 
very A Ga It continued this more than 
half an hour, which time Land my friend ftaid 
‘inthe room, and long after, as we were told, 
‘During ‘the panting, I chanced to fee as it had 
‘been fométhing (which I thought was @ rat ‘or 
moute) moving in a linen ‘bag that hung up 


‘acaintt another bed’ in the room. I ftepp’d “and — 


éauight” it by’ the’ upper énd with one hand, 
with “which TI held’ir, and drew it thro’ the. 
other,’ but found nothing at all in it. aes 
“was nobody near to fhake the’ bag, . oF ste there 
hs had, no one could have made ‘fuch a motion, 
) | C3 . site 
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which feemed to be from within, as 
creature had moved in it. 


It will, Bknow, be faid by fome, uate a re 
friend and I were under fome affright, and fo — 


fancied noifes and fights that were not; but 
if it be poffible to know how a man may be 
affected, when in fear, and when unconcerned, 
I certainly know, for my own part, that curing 
the whole time of being i in the room and in the 
houfe, I was under no more affrightment, than 
1am while I write this relation; and if I know 
that I am now awake, and that I fee the objects 
before me, I know that I heard and faw the 
particulars I have told. There is not, I am 
fenfible, any great matter for ftory in them, but 
there is fo much that convinces me that there 


was fomewhat extraordinary, and what we 
ufually call preternatural in the bufinefs, 


What further happened while I was at Ted- 
worth, is as follows: My friend and 1 lay in 
the chamber where the firft and chief diftur- 
bance had been. We flept well all night, but 


early, before day, in the morning, I was a- 
wakened (and I awakened my bed fellow) but 


a great knocking without our chamber door. 
I afked who was there feveral times, but the 
knocking ftill continued without anfwer. At 
laft I faid, In the name of Gad, who is it, and 


what would you-kove? To which a voice an- 
| {wered, pee 
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pac Nothing with you. We, thinking it 


had been fome fervant of the houfe, went to 


 fleep again; but fpeaking of it to Mr. Moms 
_ peffon when we came down, he affured us, no 


one of the houfe lay that way, or had bufinefs 
thereabouts, and that his fervants were not up 
till he called them, which was after it was day ; 
which they confirmed, and protefted that the 
noife was not made by them. 


Another paffage was this, my man coming to 


me in the morning, told me, that the horfe on 


which [ rode was allinafweat, and looked as if he 
had been rid all night. My friend and I went down 
and found him fo. I enquired how he had been 
ufed, and was affured that he had been well fed and 
ordered, as he ufed to be; and my fervant was 


always very careful about my horfe. The horfe 


Y had had a good time, and I never knew 
but he was very found: But after I-had rid him 
a mile or two very gently over a plain down, 


from Mr. Mompeffon’s houfe, he fell lame,. 


and having made a hard fhift to bring me home, 
died in two or three days; no one being able to 
imagine what he ailed. This feems fomething 
more than mere accident. | 


But I go on with Mr. Mompeffon’s own parti- 
culars. — Fle fays, that another time, being in 
the day, and feeing fome wood move that day 


in the chimney of aroom, as of itfelf, he dif 
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charged'a piflol At it; after which th y 
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feyeral-drops:on thethearth, andiin: divers. 
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oEor two.or three nights after the difchar 
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| of the, piftol, there was a calm in the houfe, but 


then it came, again, applying itfelf to: a little 
child newly taken from. nurie, which it fo, per- 
fecuted, that it would not let the poor infant 
reft for two nights together, nor fuffer a candle 
in theroom, but carried them away lighted up 
the chimney, or threw them under the bed. le; 
fo fcared the child -by leaping upon it, that 
for fome hours it could not be recovered out — 
of the fright; fo that they were forced again to, 
remove the children out of the houfe: and the 
following night, about. twelve o'clock, fome- 
thing came up fairs, and knocked at Mr, Mom- 
pefion’s door: but he. lying fill, it .went up 
another pair of flairs to his man’s chamber, 
to whom it appeared flanding at his bed’s feet ; 


the exa&t fhape and proportion he could not 


difcern, but faid, he faw a great body, with 
two red and: glaring eyes, which, for fome 
time, were fixed fteadily upon him, and.at length 
difappeared, ole moet | 


Another night, ftrangers being . prefent, | it 
purr’d “in the. childrens... bed, dike: a_catyefag 
which time alfo the cloaths»and \children, were » 


oe 


keep the down; hereupon, they removed the 
children, intending to have ripped up the 
bed ; but they were no fooner laid in another, 
but the fecond bed was more troubled than the 
 Girft. Tt continued thus four hours, and fo beat 
the childrens Jegs againft the bed-pofts, that 
they were forced to arife, and fit up all night. 
After this it would empty chamber pots into 
their beds, and ftrew them with afhes, though 
they were ever fo carefully watch’d. It put 
a pike iron into Mr. Mompeffon’s bed, and. 
into his mother’s, a naked knife upright. 
_ It would fill -porringers with afhes, throw 
every thing about, and continue making a noife 
all day. | 


About the beginning of April 1663, a gentle- 
man that lay in the houfe had all his money 
turned black in his pocket : and Mr. Mom- 
pefion coming one morning to his ftable found 
the horfe he ufed to ride with one of his hinder — 
legs in his mouth, and fo faftned there, that 


it was difficult for feveral men to get it out — So ok 


with a leaver. After this there were fome other 
remarkable things, but my account goes’ no 
further; only that Mr. Mompeffon writ ome 
-.. word, that afterwards the houfe was vfeveral. 
“nights befer with feven or eight in the fhape 

. of men; who, as {oon as ia.gun was dif- 
. . charged, would ‘fhufile away: together into an 
harbour. ; 
ee BRS / The 


bury on this oceafion. He was committed firft 


to Gloucefter goal for ftealing : and a Wilthhire 
man coming to fee him, he afked him, What. 
news in Wiltshire? The vifitant faid, he 
knew of none. No! faid the drummer, Do 
not you hear of the drumming ata gentleman’s 
houfe at Tedworth? That I do enough, faid 
the other, I quoth the drummer, T have plagued 
him (or to that purpofe) and he. thal! never be 
quiet till he hath made me fatisfaction for taking 
my drum. -Upon information of this the fellow 
was tried for a witch at.Sarum, and all the 
main circumftances I have related, were {worn 
in court by the minifter of the parifh, and divers 
others of the moft intelligent and fubftantial in- 
habitants, who had ela eye and ear witnefles of 
them, time after time for divers years together. 


The fellow was éondémfled ° to tranfportation, | 


and accordingly fent away; but I know not how 


(tis faid, by raifing ftorms, and affrighting the 
feamen) he made fhift to come back again; and 
‘tis obfervable, that during all the time of his re- 
ftraint and abfence, the houfe was quiet; but as 
foon as ever he came back at liberty, the diftur- 
bance reaflumed. He had been a foldier under 
Cromwell, and ufed to talk much of gallant books 
he had of an old fellow who was accounted a wi- 
zard. Upon this circumflance I fhall here add a: 


ftory ; 


ory ; which relation, tho’ feemingly on other 


atters, yet relate to the main purpofe. 


this ftory of Mr. Mompeffon’s  difturbance, 
The doctor told him, he was fure it was nothing 
but a rendezvous of witches, for an hundred 
pounds he would undertake to rid the houfe of 
all difturbances. In this difcourfe he talked of 
many high things, and having drawn my 
friend into another room privately, faid he, 
Would make him fenfible he could do fomething 
more than ordinary; and afked him, Who he 
defired to fee. Mr. Hill had no great confi- 
dence in his tafk, but yet being earneftly 
preffed to name fome one, he faid, He defired 
to fee no one fo much as his wife, (who was 
then many miles diftant from them) at her 
home. Upon this Compton took up a looking | 
glafs that was in the room, and fetting it down 

again, bid-him look init; he did fo, and there 
he folemnly and ferioufly profeffeth he faw the 
exact image of his wife in that habit which fhe 
then wore, and working at her needle in fuch 
apart of the room (there reprefented alfo) .in 
which, and about which time fhe really was, 
as he found, upon enquiry, when he came home: 
‘Vhis he averred to me, and he is a very fober, 


Se ae 


b 
We 
Witney te orf bees bs 
eater 35> % ‘ he = : 
t et ee he ok 
@ | < 
bj A © 

- « ’ * 

Ate 
t bn = 


i f 3g ] 


*: 


scildtiseint; and credible petfon. - Compton 
no knowledge of him before, and was an utt | 
ftranger to the perfon of his wife, and was ace” 
oodames by all avery odd perfon. Vie 
id ihe is hg 
ao the above relation we fhall fubjoin the ~ 
copies of two letters wrote by Mr. Mompeffon ; 
the one to Mr. Glanville; the other to Mr. Col- 
lins, in confirmation of the premifes.” That to 
Mr. gee ‘was thus : : 


slit ei ae 
¢ “Eeting with Dr. Pierce acéidehtally at 
“iV .Sir Robert Button’s, he acquainted 
“me with fomething that paffed between my 
** Lord R and yourfelf, about my trou- 
** ble, &c. to which having but? little leifure, 
** 1 do give you this account; that I have been 
“© very often of late afked the queftion, whether I 
“* have not confefled to his Majefty, or any other, 
** a cheat difcovered about that affair; to which 
“*T gave, and fhall to my dying day give the 
“* fame anfwer; that I muft belye mytelf and 
* perjure myfelf alfo, ‘to acknowledge a cheat — 
*¢ ina thing,’ where I am fure there was none, 
**nor coul. be any; as I, the minifter of ‘the 
place, ' and. two other honeft gentlemen’ de- 
* poied at the affizes, upon my mifpleadine 
“the drummer : if the world will not’ believe it, 
“6it fhall be indifivrest to ng; praying wg ‘to 


‘ 
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_* Keep me from the fame, or the like affliction. 
© And altho’ I am fure this moft damnable, lye 
_ do pafs for current among fome fort of people 
4 in the world, invented only, I think, to ,fup- 
| «pel the being either of God or devil 


wee ee } 4%) 


“ enough among thofe . whom iF defire “fhould 
“© entertain a more charitable, opinion, of me, 
“* than to. be. any way .a devife, of, it only, £0 

“be, talked of in the world, to my own..dif- 
“advantage and» reproach, of which. ifort, I 
“* reckon you one, and reft in hatte, a 
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‘The eter to Ms Collins was-in iat terms: 
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“Received. yours, and had. given , you an ear- 

lier anfwer had. not oh been. prevented by 
“ patod journeys: I now, have | given your this ; 


« That as to any additional part. of the ftory, F 


“¢ fhall not trouble ,you, with at ‘prefent, not 
<¢ knowing what. is already publifhed, or o- 
<< mitted, in regard I have not any of Mr. Glan- 
<¢ ville’s books by me; I never had but one, 
© which was the laft year bor rowed. of me for, the 
“c ufe of the Lord Hollis, and is not yet. re- 
“ turned: but as to the bufinefs. of the affizes 
a (which is A, to. work moft on the publick) 
< “ becaufe 
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& becaufe the evidence was given on oath, y 
¢¢ fhall here enlarge it to you. 


«© When the drummer was efeaped from his” 


“¢ exile, which he was fentenced to at Gloucefter — 


“for felony, I took him up, and procured his 
<¢ commitment to Salifbury jail, where I in- 
“died him as a felon, for this fuppofed 
<< witchcraft about my houfe. When the fellow 
<¢ faw me in earneft, he fent to me from the 
= prifon 5 that he was very forry for my afflic- 
“tion; and, if I would procure him leave to 
<< come to my houfe, in the nature of an harveft 
“man, he did not queftion, but he fhould do 
*¢ me good as to that affair: to which I fent 
«© anfwer, I knew he could do me no good in 
«any honeft way, and therefore rejected it: 
s¢ The affize came on, where I indiéted him 
‘on the ftatute primo Facobi, Cap. 12,’ where 
- & you may find, that to feed, employ, or reward 
« any evil {pirit, is felony. And the indiétment 
<< aoainft him was, that he did, guendam malum 
<° fpiritum negotrare. The grand} jury found the bill 
‘© upon the evidence, but thé petty jury acquitted 
<¢ him, but not without fome difficulty. The evi- 


<¢ dence, upon oath, were myfelf, one Mr. Wil- 


<< fiam Mafon, one Mr. Robert Dowfe, all yet 
“living, and, I think, of as good repute as any 
pean this county; and one Mr. John Craig, 
‘then minifter of the place, but fince dead. 


“© We all depofed things that were impoffible to. _ 
‘© be done by any natural agents; as the motion —- 
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of chain, ftools and bedfteads, nobody being 
“near them, the beating of drums in the air 
© over the houfe, in clear nights, and .nothing 
© vifible: the fhaking of the floor and ftrongeft 
part of the houfe in {till and calm nights, 
“with feveral other things of the like nature, 


“© and that by other evidence, was applied to | 
ss him. 


ESET Cae anne ee 
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“< For fome going out of thefe parts to Glou- 
“ cefter, whilft he was there in prifon, and 
“ vifiting him, he afked them what news in 
‘¢ Wilts, to which they replied, they knew none: 
“© No! fays the drummer, Did you not hear of a 
‘«< oentleman’s houfe that was troubled with the 
‘© beating of drums; they told himagain, if that 
““ were news they heard enough of that. Ay, 
‘“‘fays the drummer, it was: becaufe he took 
“ my drum from me; if he had not taken away 
‘““my drum, that trouble had never befallen 
** him, and he fhall never have his quiet again 
“till I have my. drum, or fatisfaction from 
<¢ him. 


“This was depofed by one Thomas Avis, 

‘6 fervant to one Mr. Thomas Sadler, of North 
«© Wilts; and thefe words had like to have cof . 
‘* the drummer his life. For elfe altho’ the thing 
<¢ was ever fo true, it could not be rightly ap- 
<¢ plied to him more than to any other. I fhalt 
<< “only add, the before mentioned witnefles were 
“ neighe 
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4! neighbours, and depofed, that they hear. 
“¢ faw thefe things almoft every ey 
“for many months together ; as to the {eulp 
a ture you intend, you beit underftand the ad- s, 
“§ vantage, I think it needlefs ; ; and thofe words, — +4 
“* you foall have drumming enough, is more than Be 
“1 heard him {fpeak. I reft 

Your loving friend, 


Jo. Mompesson. 
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OF: ai Houfe havinted at Sreare ORD, 
| Bow. 
“Certain gentleman about thirty years ‘ago 


or more, being to travel, from Lon- 
don, into Effex, and to ar pee Bow, at 


sys f 


a cald ae in her bed, who died in a fete days 
aber 


“Some. weeks after this, his occafions call’d 
‘him back, he paffed by the fame houfe again, 
but had no defign to give them a new vifit, he 
having done that not long before; but it hap- 
pening that the woman of the houfe ftood at the 


door, he thought himfelf engaged to ride. up to 
7 her 


\ 


a “haunted, efpecially above ftairs, 


Sea 


cs ae a forrowful oa 
ho’ fhe was in her able health, yet thines were 
ery” ill with them; their houfe b ing _ extremely 
fo that they 
were forced to keep in the lower room; there 
were fuch flinging of things up and ge of 
“ftones and bricks thro’ the window, and putting 
all in diforder: but he could {carce forbear 
laughing at her, giving fo little credit to fich 
ftories himfelf, and thauight it was only the 
_tricks of fome unhappy wag to make {port to 
themfelves, and trouble to their neighbours, 


Well, faid the, if you will but flay a while, 


you may chance to fee fomething with your own 


eyes; and indeed he had not ftaid any confider- 
able time with her in the ftreet, but the window 
of an upper room open’d of itfelf (for they of 
the family took it for granted there was nobody 
above ftairs) and out came a. . piece of ah old 
wheel thro’ it, and prefently clap’d too again: 
a little while after it fuddenly flew. open again, 
and out comes a brick-bat, which enflamed the 


4 gentleman with a more eager defire to fee what 


“-the matter was, and difeover the cheat ; and 
“therefore he boldly refolved, if any one would 
go. up with him, he would go into: the chamber, 
but none prefent durft accompany him: yet the 


keen. defire of difcovering the cheat, made him. 


__venture alone into the room; into which, wheti 


D he 
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he was come, he faw the bedding, “chai rs 
ftools, candlefticks, and bedfteads, with al ie. 
the furniture, rudely fcattered on the floor, but det 
upon fearch, found no mortal in the room ; 

he ftaid there a while to fee the con- 
fequence; anon a bed{tead begins to move, and 
turn itfelf a good while upon its toe, and at laft 
fairly laid itfelf down again. The curious fpec- — 
tator, when he had obferved it to lay ftill awhile, 
fteps to it, views it, whether any ftring or hair 
was tied to it, or whether there was any hole or 
button, to fatten fuch a ftring to, or any hole 
or ftring in the cieling above; but, after fearch, 

he Ae not the leaft fufpicion of any fuch 
thine.—He retired to the window again, to ob- 
ferve alittle longer what may fall out, anon, 
another bedftead arifes from off the ground of 
its own accord, higher into the air, and feems 
to make towards him. He now began to think 
there was fomething more than ordinary in the 
bufinefs, and Brefently makes to the door with 
all fpeed, and, for better caution, fhuts it after 
him, which was prefently open’d again, and 
fuchsa clatter of chairs, ftools, candlefticks and 
bedpofts fent after him down ftairs, as if they » 
intended to have maimed him; but their motion 
was fo moderated, that he received no harm: 
but by this time he was abundantly aflured, that 

it was not mere womanifh fear, or fuperftition, 
that affrighted the miftrefs of the houfe; and 
while in a low room he was talking with the 
a 
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E Seviy Bot thefe things, he faw a tobacco pipe 
“file from a fide table (nobody being nigh) and 
- fly to the other fide of the room, and break it- 
felf again{t the wall: for his further confirs 
mation, that it was neithef the ticles. of Wags, 
nor the fancy of a woman, but the mad frolicks 
of witches and anes! which they. of the 
houfe being fully perfuaded of, roafted a bed- 
ftead, upon which an old woman, a fufpected 
witch came to the houfe, and was apprehended, 
but eicaped the law; and the houfe was 
afterwards fo ill haunted, in all the rooms; 
| upper and lower, that it ftood empty a long 
while after. — This ftory was written by fee 
More, who declares he had it from the mouth 
of Dr. Gibbs, a prebendary of Weftmintfter, 
who was the perfon that was at the haunted 
houfe, at Bow, and faw the motion of the bed- 
fteads, - tobacco pipe, Occ. and that Paul Fox, 
was the man who inhabited the faid hou. 


Three nights difturbance at a houfe in Soper 
Lane, bidity in Auguit 1661, Mr. Andrew 
Pafchal, fellow of | Biseenis College, Cam- 
bridge, gives the following narrative of three 
nights difturbance at his father’s houfe, in Soper 
+ Tane, London, 


The firft night’s difturbance: There was in 
family my fathef acd mother, my eldeft brother, 
and one: of my fifters, with a young maiden 

see Dew - gentle 
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eentlewoman, her bed fellow (who Gared to be | 
principally concerned) befides a maid that lay a 
the fame chamber. The gentlewoman beforemen- 
tioned being in bed with my fifter, in a chamber | 
within that where my father and mother lay, 
the maid lying in another bed alone, _ there 
feemed to her, then lying awake, to be one. 
walking in the chamber, by a noife made of a 
long gown, or fome trailing garment, brufhing 
and {weeping up and down the room. By and 
by there was a noife of clattering of their fhoes, 
under the bed, with a fcratching and tugging 
of the mat, under the bed Thee ; .this.con- 
tinued for fome time: my fifter being awakened, | 
heard it, fo did the maid; after this my 
mother being called out of the next chamber, 
where fhe was up (to prepare a chymical water 
which required their being up all night) came 
in, they being in a great fright: my brother 
went up alfo, he being not gone to bed: a 
candle was brought, and the noife ceafed while 
they were inthe chamber.  Prefently after they” 
were gone out again, and the light removed, 
the chamber door (which fhuts with difficulty) 
flew too with a great bounce, it being wide 
open before, it fhook the room where my 
mother was bufied about the aforefaid prepa- 
tation. After this one of the fhoes by the bed 
fide was flung over the bed, with a mighty 
force, againft a prefs that ftood on the other 
fide; this put them to fuch a fright again, 


that 
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gentlewoman arofe, My brother wene 
) room again, and fat up with them 
all night. This I received from my brother, 
_ who came to bed tome (which, by reafon 
of fome illnefs, had gone to bed firft in the 
family) early the next morning. I was con- 
firmed in it afterwards by my mother, upon 
whofe bare affertion I dare confidently believe 
any thing that fhall be related. ft 


The fecond night’s difturbance: the next 
evening, as we fat at fupper, we all hearda creat 
noife above in the chamber, at the end of the 
houfe, as it were flinging chairs and ftools 
about the room, or removing of great trunks; 
and going up to fee, all was flill till we came 
down again. However, the gentlewoman re- 
folved to go to bed again that night in the 

fame chamber: my fifter went to bed with her, 
and the reft to their lodgings, only my bro- 
ther and I, who were refolved to fit up fome 
time, and expect the event: within a while we 
heard them knock earneftly above; we went 
both up; they told us there had been the fame 
difturbance as the night before, and fomething 
more; for befides the tugging of the mat under 
the bed, the bed cloaths upon them were often 
tugeed and pulled, infomuch, that they were 
obliged to hold them hard with their hands 
to keep them. from being pulled off: all was 
quiet for a little time while we were in the 
12 chamber 
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chamber with alight, but we were f 7 
out of it, but the noife under the bed, tugei : 
of the matt, pulling off the bed cloaths,\ began. 


again; ‘moreover, fomething came into the 


bed, which the gentlewoman faid ran upon her - 


by decrees and feemed little and foft like a 
mole; “upon this fhe cried out, and we came 
jn again with a candle, then all was ftill again. 


We retired often with the candle, and pre- 
fently the fame difturbance returned, together 
with a low whifpering noife in many places 
about the bed, but chiefly towards the bed’s 
head, which we all heard, ftaying in the 
chamber; and removing the candle into the 
next room, my father and. mother arofe, and 
there were none of us but heard all or moft part 
of this, but nothing appeared to us; the things 
was conticually moving or flirring in fome part 
or other of the bed, and was commonly at 
the feet, were it came up at firft: at laft ie 
came to that boldnefs, that 1t would make the 
fame difturbance while the candle was in the 
chamber, if but a little fhaded behind the door, 
fo that we could fometimes fee the cloaths pulled 
and tugged; and we frequently faw it heave 
and lift up the cloaths towards the feet in’ a 
little hill or rifling, which both my brother 
and I clap’d our hands upon, perceiving it to 
move; and alfo making a little clacking noife, 
which cannot any more RS former whif- 


tio 


nepemprelied in writing; we could not 
ag ‘any more than the cloaths: as 
: eae as we faw them fo moved and _hea- 
‘ ved up, the fhoes were laid upon the bed’s 
teafter. The fecond night, to prevent the 
 noife, which was made with them the night 
before, and whilft we were ftanding talking 
in the chamber, one of the fhoes flew off, and 
hit me lightly on the head, my hat, being on; 
and another came prefently tumbling down after 

it, none ftirring the bed. Afterwards the a- 
forefaid little thing came upon the gentlewoman, 

fo frequently, that if we were but the leaft re- 
moved, fhe could not ‘be quiet in her bed: 
then fhe fat up in her bed, with a mantle about 

her head, which, when we were retired, was 
pulled at as ifit would have been plucked from 
her; whereupon fhe cried out again, and I 
came into thc chamber again, and it was defired 

to hold faft upon the mantle about her, which, 
notwithftanding upon removal of the candle, 
was tugged hard again, which I very fenfibly 
perceived ; whereupon we perceiving no cefla- 
tion, my brother and I continued in the cham- 

ber all that night till break of day, with a 
candle in the room: The tugging of the matt 
under the bed, the heaving of the cloaths about 

the feet, and the other whifpering noife conti- 
nuing till day light appeared, there was fcarcely 

any of us, efpecially the herfelf, that did not 


conjure the whifperer, by the moft facred ._ 


stracies D4 NAMCS, 


[ ‘40 ] 
names, to fpeak out and tell us its i 
nothing was to be feen, nor any anfwer 
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The: third night’s' difturbance: the gentle. 
woman, refolved now’to change her chamber, 
to try if the difturbance would follow. She did _ 


fo, my fifter ftill accompanying her, my brother 
fat up as before, below, expecting again what 
would follow: the fame noife was heard this 
third night, as the night before above in the 
chamber, , We had not fat long below before 
we were fummoned up with loud knockings 
again; they were in the fame cafe as before, 
if not worfe; awhile after they were in bed in 
this other chamber, there was a clattering heard 
at the door; prefently the fame. noife under 
the bed, the fame heaving of the cloaths, and 
the fame whifpering as before; but about mid- 
night, the thing which came up into the bed 
before, came now fo often with fuch ungrateful 
fkipping up and down upon her, that fhe often 
fhrieked and cried out: .it feem’d cold, and 
{mooth as fhe related; and would commonly 
come in at her feet, and run all upon her by 
her fide, to her fhoulder: once fhe defired 
me to put my hand on her back, near her 
fhoulder blade as feeling it, then juf come up 
thither; I did fo on a fudden, and there feemed 
a cold blaft or puff of wind to blow upon my 
hand juft as I clapt it on her; and one thing 
more remarkable was this, when the whifpering 

. was 


heard at the bed’s head, after we had many 
‘times in vain conjured it to fpeak, and tell 
us the intent of its whifpering and difturbances ; 
Tfpoke to it earneftly to fpeak out, or whifper loud- 
er. Hereupon it hiffed out much louder than be- 
_ fore, but nothing intelligible to be underftood; at 
laft this difturbance, with the thing in the bed 
being no longer tolerable to the gentlewoman, 
my mother arofe (lying in the next chamber, 
and hearing their perplexity) came into her 
chamber, and prayed fome time at her bedfide, 
juft by her, whereupon it pleafed God, within 
a very fhort time after to remove.all thofe noifes; 
and that which difturbed her after that night, 
{cannot tell certainly, that there has been any 
thing of that nature heard inthe houfee 
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Mr. Jermin’s Story of a Houfe 
haunted. / 


NE Mr. Jermin, Minifter of Bigmer, in 

Suffex, going to fee a fifter of his wife’s, 
found her very melancholy; and afking her the 
reafon, fhe replied, you fhall know to morrow 
morning. When he went to bed there was two 
maids accompanied him into his chamber, and 
the next day he underftood that they durft not 
go into any room in the houfe alone. In the 
might, while he was in bed, he heard the 
bt tram- 


her Bre hn 


tal 


trampling of many upon the leads: over: his 
head; and after that, the going off of a gun, | 
upon which followed a great filence: then they — 


came {wiftly down ftairs into his chamber, 


where ‘they fell a ruftling and tumbling each 

other down, and fo continued a great while: 

after they were quiet, they fell a whifpering, 
and made a great buz, of which he could under- 
ftand nothing: then one called at the door, and 
faid, Come away, day is broke; upon which they 
ran up ftairs as faft as they could drive, and 
fo heard no more of them, 


In the morning his brother and fifter came to 
him, and fhe faid, now, brother, you know why 
Tam fo melancholy. After fhe had afked him 
how he had flept, he anfwered, I never refted 
worfe in all my life, having been difturbed a 
great part of the night with tumbling and noifes: 
fhe complained,” that her hufband would force 
her to live there, notwithftanding their being 
continually difturbed ; whereupon her hufband > 
anfwered, theis difturbances never did them 
any other mifchief. 


At dinner they had a phyfician with them, 
an acquaintance. Mr. Jermin difcourfing about 
this diflurbance, the phyfician anfwered alfo, 
that never any hurt was done, of which he gave 
this inftance; that dining one day at the gentle- 


man’s houfe, there came a man on horfeback 
: into 
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nto the yard, in mourning: a fervant went to 


know what was his bufinefs, and found him fit- 
ting very melancholy, but could get no anfwer 


from him. The matter of the houfe and he, the 
phyfician, came to fee who it was ; upon which 
the man clapt fpurs to his horfe, and rode into 
the houfe up ftairs, into a long gallery, whither 
the phyfician followed him, and faw him vanifh 
ina fire at the upper end of the gallery: but 
tho’ none of the family received hurt at any 
time, yet Mr. Jermin fell into a fever with 
the difturbance he experienced, that endangered 
his life. Dr. Scott, author of the chriftian life, 
heard the ftory from Mr. Jermin. 
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An Account of a haunted Houfe. 


In a Letrer to Mr. mes ‘CLARK, 
to Mr. M. T———. 


SIR, 
Send you here a relation of a very memo- 
_ rable piece of witchcraft, which would 
‘©fit Mr. Moor gallantly. I firft heard the 
‘‘ ftory related. to Sir Juftitian Ifham, by a 
‘¢ reverend minifter of his own experience. Sir 
¢ Juftitian would have had me gone to the 
“© place, which I could not then do; but a 
** little after going to vifit a friend, not think- 
*‘ ing of this, my friend vold me the ftory, the 
‘4 pare being near him; and the principal man 
** con- 
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es fees one that I nay elf had fome acquaintance es 
‘with, ‘he. had occafion to go to his man’s 
‘< houfe for fome deeds of land, and I went with — 
<¢ him for’ fatisfaction touching this ftory, which 
«© | had to the full, and in which I could not 
“¢ but acquiefce, tho’ otherwife I am very hard 
<< to believe paflages of this nature. 

<¢ The ftory is this; at Welton, within a 
«¢ mile of Daventry, in Northamptonfhire, there 
“lived together, widow Cowley, the grand- 
«mother; widow Stiff the mother, and two 
«daughters: at the next houfe but one lived 
<¢ another widow Cowley, fifter to the above 
_ & widow Cowley ; Mofes Cowley, my acquain- 
¢¢ tance, her fon, and Mofes’s wife, having a 
‘good eftate in land of their own, and very 
<< civil and orderly people; thefe three told me, 
«that the younger of the two daughters, ten 
<¢ years of age, vomited in lefs than three days” 
<< three gallons of water, to their great admira- 
“tion, after this, the elder girl comes running 
«© to tell them, that now her fitter began to vo- 
«¢ mit {tones and coals; they went, wad were eye 
‘¢ witnefles; told them till they came to 500, 
«¢fome weighing a quarter of a pound, and 
‘¢ were fo big that they had enough to do to 
<¢ get them out of her mouth; and he profeffed 
“to me, that he could’fearce get the like into 


«6 his mouth; and 1 i a not how how he fhould, 
ee | es. “if 
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*< if they were fo big as he fhew’d the like to 
me. I have fent you one, but not a quarter fo 
big as fome of them. were;: it is one of. the » 
b> “* biggeft of them that were left, and kept in 
“y a bag; and this vomiting lafted about a fort- 
night, and hath witneflés enough. , Inthe mean 
time they threw hards of flax upon. the fire, 

- © which would not blaze, tho’ blown, but dwind- 
led away; the bed cloaths would be thrown off 
“* the bed.. Mofes Cowley told me, that he 
laid them on again feveral times, they all 
going out of the room; and go but into the 
‘‘ parlour, and they went off again: and a 
ftrike of wheat ftanding at the bed’s: feet, fet 
“© it how they would, it would be thrown down 
again: once the coffers and. things were fo 
“ tranfpofed, as they could fcarce ae about the 
** room: once he laid a bible upon the bed, 
but the cloaths were thrown off again, and 
the bible hid in another bed; and when they 
were all gone into the parlour, as they ufed 
““to do together, then the things would. be 
tranfpofed in the hall: their wheel taken in 
pieces, and part of it thrown under the table 
“in their buttery: their milk will be taken off 
“* the table, and fet on the ground; and; once 
“one pan was broken, and the milk fpilleds_,, 
“ca feven pound weight, with aring, was ie 
“upon a figott; and the beer mingled with fand, 
and all fpoiled; and their falt mingled moft 
‘* perfectly. with bran. 
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¢< Mofes’s mother faid, their flax was throwri 
out of a box; fhe put it in again, it was 
‘drawn out again; fhe put it in again, and 
‘locked the box, trying by the hafp, or lid, 
“© whether it was faft; it was fe, but as foon as 
‘¢ her back was turned, the box was unlock’d, 
‘¢ and the flax was thrown out again. Mofes 
‘<faid, that when he was coming out of the 
** parlour, he faw a loaf of bread tumbling 
‘off the form, and that was the firft thing he 
““faw: after a woman’s patten rofe up in the 
<“houfe, and was thrown at them; he heard 
“ the comb break in the window, and prefently. 
“it flew in two pieces: a knife rofe up in the 
“window and flew at a man, hitting him with. 
‘‘ the hafp: an ink glafs was thrown out of the 
*“ window into the floor, and by and by the 
** ftopple came after it: then every day abun- 
** dance of ftones were thrown about the houte, . 
*‘ which broke thé windows, and hit the people; 
*“* but they were the lefs troublea, becaufe all 
cc this while no hurt was done to their perfons; 
«and a great many people being in the room, 
«¢ the wheat was thrown about amongft them. 


«¢] was in the houfe where I faw the win- 
‘© dows, which were ftill broken; and the 
<¢ people themfelves fhew’d me where the fe- 
¢ veral particulars were done. The grand-mo- 
“¢ ther told me, fhe thought fhe had loft half 
“.q ftrike of wheat; and the like happened to 
. “* fome 


. abe mire 
ih 


¢ W 
y ,, 2 


bra 79 


~ 6 fome vetches in the barn. One Mr. Robert 

~ © Clark, a gentleman, being hit with the 

<¢ ftones, bid the baker.at the door look to his 

bread well; and by and by a handfull of 
“* crumbs were thrown into his lap; they could 

“ fee the things, but no more: at laft fome 
“that were fufpected for witches were examined, 

“* and one of them fent to jail, where it. was faid 

‘© fhe played her pranks, but that is of doubtful 

“credit. I afked the old woman, whether they 

“* were free now? She faid, that one night fince 

‘** they heard great knockings and cruel noifes, 
*‘ which feared them worfe than all the reft; 
‘*and once or twice that week, her cheefes 

“* were crumbled into pieces and fpoiled. If 
** was there about May Day 1658: this is all I 

“remember at prefent. I have heard feveral 

‘¢ other ftories, and two or three notable ones 

‘“‘jately from men’s own experience; which, 

“‘ in reafon, I was to believe asI did; but, in 

‘< my judgement, this out-goes all that I know 

“© of; it having fo much of fenfe, and of the. 
“day time, fo many and fo credible witneffes, 

“* beyond all cavil and exception. I will trouble 

** you no farther, but recommend you to the 

‘* protection of God ek Se I take my leave, 

“and reft 
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Yours, 


Lovincrox, , | 
May 22, 16¢8. G. CLARK. 3 


Dr. 
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Dr. Prot’s Narrative of what hap- — 
pend at Woodftock 1640; when — 
the Commiftioners for furveying the | 
gaan er Park, Deer, Woods, a 

» dat. and: lodged-theress:.\c 2 9 74 


HE commiffioners, October 13, 1649; 

with their fervants, being come to the 
‘manor houfe, they took up their iP teat in the 
‘king’s own room; the bed chamber, and the 
crichceaniis room; the former whereof they 
alfo made their kitchen; the council hall, their 
brewhoufe, the chamber of prefence, their 
place of fitting to difpatch bufinefs, and a wood- 
houfe. Of the dining room, where they laid 
the wocd of that ancient {tandard in the high 
_ park, known of ail by the name of the Teas 
oak; which (that nothing might remain 2 
had the name of king affixed to it) they digeed 


up by the roots. October 14th and sth they . 


had little difturbance ; but on the 16th there 
came, as they thought, fomething into the 
bed chamber (where two of the commiffioners 
and there fervants lay) in the fhape of a dog, 

-which going under their beds, did, as it eo 
gnaw their bed cords: but, on the morrow, 
finding them whole, and a quarter of beef 


which 
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2 which lay on. the eround untouched, they began 


to entertain other thoughts. 


Oober fee Something to their thinking 


“removed all: the wood of the king’s oak, out 
of the i room into the Mrelenes cham- 


ber, and hurled the chairs and ftools up and 


down that room; from whence it came into the 


two chambers where the commiMfoners and their 
fervants lay, and hoifted up their beds feer, 
fo much higher than their heads, that they 
thought they fhould have been over and over; 
and then let them fall down with fuch a 
force, that their bodies rebounded from the 
bed a good diftance, and then fhook the bed- 
ftead fo violently, that themfelves confefled 
their bodies were fore with it. 


Oober 18. Something camé into the bed 
chamber, and walked up and down; and fetch- 
ing the warming pan, made fo much noife, 
that they thought five bells could not have 
rhade more, 


O@ober 19. Trenchers were thrown up and 
down the dining room, and at them that lodged 
there; whereof one of them being fhook by the 
fhoulder and awaken’d, put forth his head, to 
fee what was the matter, but had trenchers 
thrown at him. 


E O&eber 
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Oober 20. The curtains of the bed, in 
the withdrawing room, were drawn to and fro, 
and the bedftead much fhaken, and eight great 
pewter difhes, and three dozen of trenchers 
thrown about the bed chamber again: this night 
they alfo thought whole armfuls of the wood 
of the king’s oak had been thrown down in 
their chambers, but of that in the morning, they 
found nothing had been moved. 


OGever 2x. The keeper of their ordinary, 
and his bitch, lay in one of the rooms with 
them, which night they were not difturbed at 


all,” 


Oétober 22. Tho’ the bitch kennel’d there 
again, to whom they afcribed their former 
night’s reft, both they and the bitch were 


in a pitiful taking, the bitch opening but once, 


and that with a whining fearful yelp. 


Oétober 23. They had all their cloaths 
plucked off their bed, in the withdrawing room, 
and the bricks fell out of the chimney into the 
room. 


The twenty-fourth, they thought. in~ the 
dining room, that all the wood of the king’s 
oak had been brought in thither, and thrown 
down by their bedfide; which noife being heard 
by thofe in the withdrawing room, one of them 
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— -arofe to fee what was done, fearing, indeed; 
that his fellow commiffioners had been killed 
« ¥ ; ed 


c 1 wee, 
Dut found no. fuch matter, Whefeupon return-. 


ing to his bed again, he found two’ dozen of 
trenchers thrown into it, and handiomly covered 
_. with the bed cloaths, | 


‘Odober 25. ~The curtains of the bed, sin’ 


the withdrawing room,’ were drawn to and fro, 
and the beditead fhaken as before; and in the 
bed chamber, elafs flew about fo thick (and yee 
Nat a pane of the chamber windows broken) that 
they thought it rained’ money , whereupon they 
lighted candles, but; to their grief, they found 
ferhing bur glafs. | 


October 39. Something walked in the with- 
drawing room about an. hour, and going to. 
the window, open’d and fhut it: then going 
into the bed chamber, it threw oreat ftones for 


about half an hour together, fome whereof lighted’ 
on the high bed, others on the truckle bed, 


to the number in all of above fourfcore.. This 


” £ ‘ ° : 
nigat. there was alfo a very great noife, as jf. 


forty pieces of ordnance was fhot off together; 
at two feveral kuecks; it aftonithed ail the 
‘neighbouring dwellers, which, it is thought; 
“tight have been heard a great way off. | During 
thefe noifes, which were heard in both rooms 
together, both commiffioners and fervants were 
firack with fo great a horror, that they cried 
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out one to another for help; whereof one of 
them recovering himfelf out of a ftrange a- 
gony he had been in, -fnatched up a (ests 
and had like to have killed one of his brethren, 
coming out of his bed in his fhirt, whom he 
took for the fpirit that did the mifchief. How- 
ever, atleneth, they got all together; yet the 


: noife ‘continued fo great, and {fo terrible; and 


fheok the walls fo much, that they thought the | 


whole manor would have fallen’on their heads : 


at its departure it took all the glafs away with 
it. : | 


November 1. Something as they thought, 
walked up and down the withdrawing room, 
and then made a noife in the dining room. ‘The 
{tones that were left before, and laid up in the 
withdrawing room, were all fetched away this 
night and a great deal of glafs (not like the former) - 
thrown aay again: near two o’clock came fome- 
thing into the withdrawing room, treading, as 

they conceived, muchlikea bear, which, at firft, 

only walked abowt a quarter of an hour; at 
length it made a noife about ‘the tables, and 
threw the warming pan fo violently, that it 
quite fpoiled it; it threw alfo glafs, and great 
ftones at them again, and the bones of hories, 
and all fo violently, that the bedftead and walls 


were bruifed by them. This night. they fet 
+ candles all about the rooms, and made fires up 


to the mouth of the chimneys, but all were put 


out, 


2 
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out, nobody knew how; the fires and billet 
that made ’em being thrown about the rooms: 


the curtains torn with their rods from the beds, 
and the bed’s pofts pulled away; that the teafter 
fell down upon them, and the foot of the bed- 
ftead cloven intwo: and upon the fervants, in 
the truckle bed, who lay all this time fweating 
for fear, there was firft a httle, which made 


them begin to ftir; but before they could eet 


out, there came a bowl as if it were of ftinking 
ditch water, down upon them, fo green, that 
it made their fhirts and fheets of the fame co- 
lour too, The fame night the windows were 
all broke, . by throwing of ftones; and there 


were moit terrible noifes in three feveral places” 


together, to the extraordinary wonder of all 
who lodged near them; . nay, the very coney 
ftealers that were abroad that night were fo 
affrighted, with the difmal thundering, that fo, 
hatte they Jeft their ferret (in the coney burrows) 


behind them, beyond Rofamond’s Well: Not- 


‘ 


withftanding all this, one of them had the bold- 
nefs to afk, in the name of God, what it was; 
what it:would have, and what they had done, 
that they fhould be difturbed in this manner: 
to which no. anfwer was given, but the noife 
ceafed for a while: at length it came again, 
and as all of them faid, brought feven devils 
worfe than itfelf: whereupon one of them 


lighted a candle again, and fet it between the. 


two chambers, in the door way: on which 
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another: fixing his eyes, faw the fimil litude of” ; 


a hoof, ftriking the candle and candleftick into 
the midft of the bed, making three ferapes on 
the {nuff to put it out: upon this the fame 
perfon was fo bold, as to draw his fword, but 
he had fearce got it out but there was another 
invifible hand had hold of it too, and tugged 
with him fer it; and prevailing, firuck him fo 
Violent with ie pomel,, that he: was ftunn’d 
with the blow: then began grievous noifes again, 

infomuch that they cal Hed to one another, and 
ah got together, they went inro the prefence 
chamber, where they faid prayers, and fung 
plalms, notwithftanding all which the thunder- 
ing full continued. in other rooms, After this, 
November the third they removed their lodging 
over the gate, and next cay, being Sunday, went 
»to Ewelin, where, how they efcaped; the 
authors of the relations know not; “but returning 
‘on Monday, the Gevil (for that was the name. 


they gave their nightly oueft) left them not un- ~ 


vifited, nor on the Tuefday following, which 
was the laft day they ftaid there. 


Thus have we given feveral inftances, ’ to 
fhew that houfes have been fometimes haunted, 
or difturbed by witches, daemons, or evil 
{pirits, all which are fo well attefted, as to ob- 
viate every doubt, as to the reality of the fact 
“related, and many others we could ‘have given, 
Hera heiticl’ but thele, we apprehend, are 

geese z jc 


fufficient t to convince re reader, that fuch things 
are fometimes permitted to be done by thefe in- 
vifible agents. We fhall now proceed to another 
branch of witchcraft equally aftonifhing. 
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AbPARITIONS: 


HE ‘apparition ir the ghot 6F £ Major Sy- 
denham to Captain ii in a letter of 

Mr. Tames Douch, of Mongton, to Mr. Glan- 
ville, concerning the apparition of the ghoft. of 
Lai ior George Sydenham (late of Dulverton, in 
the county of Somerfet) to Capt. William Dyke, 
Jate of Skilgate, in the faid county, deceafed ; 
be pleafed to take the relation of ir, as I have it 
from the worthy and learned Doctor Thomas 
Dyke, a near kinfman of the captains; thus, 
Shortly after the major’s death, the dogtor came 


to the houfe, ‘o take care of a child that was there 


fick; and in his way thither, he called on the 
Captain, wno was very willing to wait on him to 
the place, becaufe he muft, as he faid, have’ cone 


rE ieues that night; tho’ he had not met-with fo - 
encouraging an opportunity, after their arrival at° 


rire io ee conch tke eople fhewn 
them in that entertainment, they were feafonably 


eonducted to their lodging, which they defired. 


might be together inthe fame bed ;. where, afte 


ae iene toad they 
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a | 
they had lain awhile, the captain knocked, and 
bid the fervant bring him two of the largeft can-' 
dles lighted he could’get ; whereupon the doétor 
enquires what he meant by ‘this? The captain 
anfwers, you know, coufin, whatdifputes the major 
and I have had touching the being of a God, and 
the immortality of the foul, in which ‘points we 
could never yet be refolved, tho’? we fo much 
fought for, and defired it ; and therefore it’ was 
at fenoth fully agreed between us, that which of 
us who died wate fhould the third night, after his 
funeral, between the hours of twelve and< one, 
.come to the little houfe that j is here in the garden, 
and there give a full account to the furvivor touch- 
ing thefe matters; who fhould be fure’to’ be | 
prefent there at the fet time, to receive a full fa- 
tisfaction 5 and this, fays the captain, is the very 
night, and Tam come on purpofe to fulfill my pro- 
Sate! The doéter diffuaded him, reminding him 


sc of the danger of following fuch ftrange councils, 


for which we could have no warrant; and that 
the devil might, by fome cunning devife, make 
fuch an advantage of this rath attempt, aS might 
work his ruin: the captain replies, That he had 
fo folemnly engaged, and that nothing fhould dif 
courage him ; ane added, that if the doctor would 
wake awhile with him, he would thank him, if - 
not, he might compofe himflf to his ret; but, 

for his own part, he was refolved to watch, that 
he might be fure to be prefent at the hour ap- 
pointed: to that purpole he fer his watch by 


i. a | ; 
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him, and as foon as he perceived by it that it was 
half an hour paft eleven, he rifes, and takes a 


candle in each hand, goes out by a back door of 
which he had before procured the key, and walks 


to the garden houfe, where he continued two 


hours anda half, and, at his return, declared, 
That he had neither feen nor heard any thing 
more than what was ufual. Burl know, faid 
he, that my major would furely “have come had 
he been able. 


About fix weeks after the captain rides to 
Eton, to place his fon a fcholar there; when the 
doétor went thither with him ; they lodged there 
at an inn, the fign of the Chriftopher, and ftaid 
two. or three nights; not lying together now as 
before at Dulverton, but in two feveral chambers :- 
the morning before they went thence, the captain 
ftaid in. his chamber longer than he was wont to 
do, before he called upon the doctor. At length 
he comes into the doctor’s chamber, but in a 
vifage and form ‘much different from himfelf, 
with his hair and eyes {taring, and his whole body 
fhaking andtrembling; whereat the doctor won- 
dering, prefently demanded, what is the matter, 
coufin captain ! ? The captain replies, 1 have feen 
my major; at which the doctor feeming to fmile, 
the captain immediately confirms it, faying, if 
ever | faw him in my life, I faw him now: and 
then: he. related to the doctor what had _paffed, 
thus; this morning after it was light, one comes 
zt to 
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to my bed fide, and fuddenly drawing back the 
curtains, calls captain, captain (which was the 
familiar term the major ufed to call the captain’s 
name by) to whom he replied, what, my majors 
to which he returns, | could notcome at the time 
appointed, but I am now come to tell you, that 
there is a God, anda very juft.and terrible one; © 
and if you don’t turn over a new leaf (the very 
expreflion as by the doctor was punctually re- 


-membred) you will find it fo; the captain pro- 
_ ceeded; on the table by there lay a fword, which 


the major’ had formerly given me. Now, after 
the apparition had walked a turn or two about 
the chamber, he took up the fword, drew it our, 
and finding it not fo clean and bright-as it ought, 
captain, captain, fays he, this {word did-net ufe 
to be kept after this manner when it was mine ; 
after which words he fuddenly difappeared. The 
captain was not only thoroughly perfuaded of 
whathe had thus feen and heard, but: from that 
time, was obferved to be much affected with ir; 
and the humour that before in’ him was” brifk 
and jovial, was then ftrangely altered, infomuch, — 
that very little meat would pafs down with him 
at dinner, tho’ atthe taking leave of their friends, 
there was a very handfome treat provided: it 
was even obferved, that what the captain had feen 
and heard had a latting influence upon him ; and 
‘was judged by thofe who were well acquainted 
with him, that the remembrance of this paflage 


ftuck clofe'to -him, and that thofe words of his 


dead iS 


was about two years, 
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dead friend were frequently founding ‘breath in 


his ears, during the remainder of his life, which 
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‘The Appearance of the Ghoft of Sir 


Georce Vinuters, Father to the 
firft Duke of Buockincuam. In a 
Pofticript to the foregoin go Letter. 


SIR 
Fs QINCE the writing of the premifes, a paflage 
concerning an apparition of Sir George 
ES eae: giving warning of his fons (the Duke 
‘of Buckingham’s) pire is come into my 
** mind, which hath been aflured by a fervant’of 
** the faid Dukes going to Portfmouth (where'he 
** was itabbed by Felton) the ghoft of his father, 
** Sir George Villiers, appeared to one Parker 


“* (formerly his own fervant, but then fervant ‘to 


“the Duke) in his morning gown, charging 


* Parker to tell bis fon, that he thould decline= - 


“the employment and defign he was going upon, 


he would certainly be shivered: Pathe pro- 


*« mifed the apparition to do it, but neglected it; 
“* the Duke making preparations for his expe- 
** dition to Rochel, the apparition came again to 


“ Parker, taxing him very feverely for his breach 


*< of promife, requiring him not to delay the ac- 


 £ quainting of his fon with the danger he was jn, 


Then 
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“ Then Parker, the next day, tells the Duke 
‘¢ that his father’s ghoft had twice appeared to* 
«chim, and had commanded him to give him 
«that warning : the duke flighted it, and told 
“chim he was an old doating fool. . That night 
“the apparition came to Parker a third time, 
“faying, Parker, thou haft done well in warning 
<< my fon of his danger, but tho’ he will not yet 
<¢ believe thee, go to him once more, and tell 
“him from me, by fuch a token, (meaning a 
‘© private token) which nobody knows but only _ 
“he and myfelf, that if he will not decline this 
<< voyage, fuch a knife as this is (pulling a long 
é¢ knife from under his gown) will be his death. 
«© This meflage Parker alfo delivered the next 
«« day to the duke, who, when he heard the 
“¢ private token, believed he had it from his fa- 
« ther’s -ghoft, yet faid, that his honour was 
«« now at ftake, and he could not go back from 
¢¢ what he had undertaken, come life, come death. 
‘© Thefe three feveral appearances of this appari- 
<¢ tion to Parker, was always at midnight, when 
«¢ he was reading fome book: this fact Parker, 
“¢ after the duke’s murder, communicated to his 
« follow fervant, Henry Ceeley, who told it to a 
& reverend divine, a ncighbour of mine, from 
«© whofe mouth I have it: this Henry Ceely has 
_ & pot been dead above 20 .years, and his habitation 
<¢ for feveral years before liis death, was at North 
‘© Currey, but three miles from this place; my 
“ fiend, the divine aforefaid, was an intimate ac- 
| +“ quaintance 


4“ quaintance of this Henry Ceeley, and affures mie 
 & hewasa perfon of known truth and integrity”. 


N. B. This Gibts is likewife related by the 


Farl of Clarendon, in his hiftory of the civil 
af wars, 


a 


The Appearance of Mr. WarTKkIN- 
son’s Ghoft, to his Daughter Top- 
HAM. In a‘Letter of Mrs. Tay-~ 
LoR's, of St. Noz.’s, to Dr. Ezr- 
KIAS BURTON. 


SIR, 


» /{ Y fervice to you and your lady: now, 
“© LY according to your defire, I fhall write 
‘© what my coufin told me: her name was Mary 
<* Watkinfon ; her father did live in Smithfield, 
*¢ but fhe was married to one Francis Topham, | 
‘© and fhe did live in York, with her hufband, 
“¢ being an ill one, who had ftole her away a- | 
** gainft her parents confent, fo that they could 
** not abide him,, but fhe came often to them: © 
‘and when the was left with him, upon their 
“‘ parting, fhe exprefi’d, that fhe fear’d the 
‘* fhould never fee him more: he anfwered her, 
‘Sif he fhould die, if ever God did permit the 
*‘ dead to fee the living, he would fee her. 


Now 


€¢ 


O45) 
‘© Now after he had been buried half a year, on + ee 
“‘ a night when fhe was in beJ, but could nof - — 
“¢ fleep, fhe heard mufick, and the chamber grew 
«lighter and. lighter; and-fhe being broad a- q 
“¢ wake, faw her father fland by her bedfide, and - 
<¢ faid, Moll, did I net tell I would fee thee once 
‘¢ again ? She called bim father, and talked of 
“¢ many things; and he bid her be patient, and 
<< dutiful to her mother : and when fhe told him, 
“ fhe had a child fince he died, he faid, that 
“¢ would not trouble her long; he bid her {peak 
6 what fhe wouldnow to him, for he muft go 
“at that time, he fhould never. fee her more, 
‘“ efll they met in the kingdom of heaven;' fo 
‘the chamber erew darker and darker, and he 
_ was gone with mufick; and fhe faid, fhe did 
© never dream of him, nor did ever fee any ap- 
“ parition of him after; he was a very honeié- 
* godly man, as far as Ican tell. | 
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one Mr. Bower, of Gur.rorp, 
to a Highwayman in Prifon. In 
a Letter of Dr. Ezexias Bur- 
TON, to Dr. H. Mors. 


BOUT ten years ago, one Mr. Bower, 
an ancient man, living at Guilford, in 
<¢ Surry, was upon the highway, not far from 


66 


** that place, found barbaroufly murcered ; ha- 
““ ving one great cut crofs his throat, almoft from 


‘Sear to ear, and a wound down his breaft ; -he 
*¢ alfo came in ftooping, and. holding his hand 
““on his back; thus he appeared, but faid.no- 
“thing: the thief calls to his two new compa- 


““‘nions, they grumbled at him, but made no 
“* anfwer.” 


- ** In the morning he had retained fo lively an 
“ impreffion of has he had feen, that he fpoke 
“to them to the fame purpofe again, and _ they 
“told him ’twas nothing but his fancy :,.but he 
“ was fo fully TET gs of the reality of the ap- 
_ *©parition, that he told others of it, and it-came 

“to the ears of my friend Mr. Reading, juftice 


** of the peace in Surry, and coufin to the geri 


se “tleman that was murdered,” 
‘He 


‘The Appearance of cee Ghoft of 
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«© Fe immediately fent for the prifoner, and 


©¢ afked him, in the firft place, whether he was 
‘¢ born. at, or lived about Guilford ? To which 
“he anfwered, no; fecondly, whether he knew 
<¢ any thing of the inhabitants of that town, or 
“of the neighbourhood? he replied, That he 
<< was a {tranger to all theteabout: then he en- 
© quired if e ever heard of Mr. Bower? he 
¢¢ faid, no, after this, he examined him for what 
‘¢ caufe thofe two other men were committed ? to 
«© which he anfwered, He knew not ; but fuppo- 
<< fed for fome robbery.” 


“¢ After thefe interrogatories, he defired hint 
‘¢ to tell him what he had feen in the night, 
«¢ which he immediately did, exatly according 
‘© to the relation he had heard, and I gave be- 
‘© fore; and withal defcribed the old gentleman 
‘¢ fo by his picked beard, and that he was (as he’ 
<“¢ called it) rough on his cheeks, and that the 
«hairs of his face were black and white: that 
«Mr. Reading faith, he himfelf could not have 
“* oiven a more exact defcription of Mr. Bower 
3 iad this was: he toldthe highwayman, that 
«he muft give him his oath (tho’ that would 
‘© fionify little from fuch a rogue) to which the 
«“ man readily confented, and took his oath be- 
« fore the julice of all this.” 
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* Mr. Reading, being a very difcreet sian, 


concealed this ftory from the jury at the af- 


‘< fizes, as knowing this would be no evidence 
“< according to laws; however, the friends of the 


AR cea gentleman had been very inquifitive, 


<¢ and difcovered feveral fufpicious circumftances ; 
“© one of which was, that one of thofe two men 
“¢ had wafhed his cloaths, and that fome ftains of 
‘blood remained. Another, that oné of them 
“¢ had denied that he ever heard Mr. Bower 
‘© was dead; whereas he had in another place 
‘< confeffed it two hours before. Upon thefe, 
and fuch like evidences, thofe two men were 
condemned and executed, but denied it to the 
<¢ Jaft, But one of them faid, the other could 
clear him if he would, which the by-fanders 
underftood not. 
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“< After fome tine, a tinker was hanged (where 
“ the gentleman has forgot) who, at his death, 
faid, that the murder of Mr. Bower, of Guil- 
ford, was his greateft trouble, that he had a - 
hand init; he confeffed he ftruck him a blow 
on the back, which fetch’d him from his — 
horfe, and when he was down, thofe other two 
‘© men were arraigned and executed for ty cue 
*¢ nis throat, and rifled him.” ah one! 
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‘© We proceed to the fecond ftory, which 


= Mr. Reading pats to the doétor faa the 


‘¢ aforelaid Sse 


oh 


The Appearance of a Ghoft of a 


Man at Guizrorp, for the Re- 
covery of a Field for his Child. 


N inhabitant of Guilford, who was poffef- 

fed of fome copyhold lands, which was to 
-defcend to his children, or in default of fuch iffue, 
to his brother. fe dies, leaving no child born, 
and his wife apprehending herfelf not to be with 
child, told her hufband’s brother, immediately 
after her hufband’s death, fhe believed fhe was 


not, but afterwards proved to be fo; which, when - 


fhe knew, fhe went, by the inftigation of neigh- 
bours, to her brother, and told him how it was 
with her. He rated her, called her whore, and 
told her fhe had procured: fomebody to get her 


with child, knowing that fuch a field’ muft be. 


inherited by the poftericy of her hufband, but 
her whoring fhould not fool’ him out of that e- 
ftate. The poor woman went home troubled, 
not only that her child thould ‘loofe the land, 
but what was worfe, that the fheuld be thought 
a whore; however, fhe quieted herfelf; and re- 
folved to fic down with the lofs. 


When 


¥ ‘When her time came, fhe was delivered of a 
» and he grew up; and one fummer’s night, 
ne was undrefling herfelf in the yard, her hut. 
ind appeared to her, and bid her go to his bro- 
‘ther and demand the field, which the did, but 
was treated very ill by him; he told her, that 
‘either fhe nor her devil (fof the told him her - 
hofband had appeared, and bid her fpeak to him) 
‘fhould make him forego hisland. W hereupon 
fhe went home acain, but fome time afterwards,’ 
as her brother was going out of the field home- 
wards, the dead man appeared to him at the 
ftyle, and bid him give up the land to his child, 
for it was his right. The brother being greatly. 
frightened at this, runs away, and not longo 
after comes to her, and tells her fhe had fent 
the devil to him, bids her take the land, and fo 
gave it up, and her ‘on was poff fled of ir, 
His name is Mathew, lived in the fervice of Mr, 
Readins’s brother for fome years; but he has. 
forgot his furname, tho’ he knows him very 
well. 
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The Appearance of the Chott of : 
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Mrs. Brerron, for the Recovery 

of fome Lands to the Poor; in a- . 
Narrative fent to Dr. Moku ae 
Epwarp Fow.er, Prebendary of © 
GioucesTer, and afterwards Bi- 
fhop of that Diocete, | 


%, R. Bretton, late rector of Ludgate and 

E_4 Deptford, lived formerly in Hereford- 
“ fhire, and married to the daughter of Dr. 
«< S_____. This gentleman was a perfon of ex-’ 
© traordinary piety, as fhe exprefied, as in her 
“life, fo at her death; fhe had a maid for 
‘s whom fhe had a great kindnels, who was mar- 
‘¢ ried to a near neighbour, whofe name was 
« Alice: not long after her death, as Alice was 
“© rocking her infant in the night, fhe was called 
‘from the cradle by a knocking at her door, 
‘© which opening, fhe was furprifed at the fight 
“< of a centlewoman, not to. be: diftinguifhed fed 
her Ae miftrefs, neither in perfon nor habitg 
«« the was in a morning gown, the fame in aps 
‘< pearance with that fhe had often feen her mi- 
 flrefs wear: at firft fight fhe exprefled very 
“ oreat amazement, and faid, Were not my 
miftrefs 


a fhould not queftion: but that 
. . She replied, 1 am the fame that 

ur Eitrels, and took her by the hand; 

Alice affirmed was as 3 cold asa clod : 


ence é oo her in, and that fhe mutt 
immediately go a little way with her: Alice 
“trembled, and befaught her to excufe her, and 
© entreated her very importunely to go to her 
_  mafter, who muft needs be more fit to be em- 
— *© ployed; the fpeGre an{fwered, That he who 
© was her hufband was not at all concerned, but 
_ ** yet the had a defire rather to make ufe of him, 
é * and in order thereto, had feveral times been in 
_ “his chamber, but he was ftill afleep, nor had 
_* fhe power to do more than once uncover his 
- “ feet towards the awakening him; and the doc- 
** tor faid he had heard amine in his chamber 
in the night; which, till now, he could not 
“¢ account for. Alice next objeCted, that her 
“ hufband was gone PION TACY, and fhe. had no 
. one to look to her child i, and that it was very 
at apt to cry vehemently, and. fhe feared if it a- 
*¢ waked before her return, it would cry ittelf to 
“¢ death, or do itfelf a mifchief; the {pecire re- 


** plied, The child fhall fleep till her re- 
Pees*sturn.”’ 
| : : 
‘«* Alice feeing there was no avoiding of it, 7 
6 forcly .againit her will, cine. ed her over a 
| eae t¢" {tile 
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« ful means ; and Cimve ed her to go and 


$s leifarely compafs, the faid, all ie i x6 
‘* the poor, it being gotten from them.by % 


“© her, brother whofe it’ was at thok time, { 
** fhould give it up to the poor again forth- | 
*€ with, as he loved her and his fins aged mo- 
‘¢ ther: this brother was not the perfon who-did 
‘this unjuft act, but, his father, fhe added, that 
‘* fhe was the more concerned, becaufe her name 


-“6 was made. ufe of in fome writing that related 


**to this land: Alice afked her how fhe fhould » 
$F  fatisfy her brother that this was no cheat or 
“¢ delufion of her fancy ? fhe replied, Tell him 


* this fecret, which he knows that only. himfelf 


‘and I are privy to, and he wi i believe you. 
‘* Alice having promifed her to go on this er- 
‘rand, fhe proceeded to give her good advice, 
«and entertained her all the reft of the night 
<¢ with heavenly and divine difcourfe. When twie 
“light appeared, they heard the whifpering of 


“* carters, and the noife of horfe belis , whereupon | 


“ the fpeCtre faid, Alice, I muft be feen by none 
s* but yourfeli, and fo fhe di appeared.” 

«« Immediately Alice makes all the hatte 
‘home, being thoughtful for her child, but 


| c iound it was as the fpectre had faid, afleep as 


nee , ¢ ee : * 66 fhe 


( ern 


OS the ae it. When fhe had dreffed it, and com-_ 
~ mitted it to the care of a neighbour, away fhe’ 


¢ went to her mafter the doctor, who, amazed at 


vd the account fhe gave him, fent her to his brother 


«in law: he at firft hearing Alice’s ftory and 


-  meffage, laughed at it heartily, but fhe had 


“© no fooner told him the fecret, but he changed 
<¢ his countenance, told her he would give the 
“* poor their own, and accordingly did fo, and 
«* they now enjoy it. 


‘© This, with more circumftances hath been 


& feveral times related by Dr. Bretton himfelf, 


“¢ who was well known to be a perfon of great 
‘¢ ooodne(s and fincerity ; he gave a large narra. 
“tive of this apparition of his pile to two of my 
s¢ friends, frft to one Mr. Needham, and after- 
« wards, a little before his death, to Dr. Which- 
‘cot, About four years afterwards I received 
‘<the foregoing narrative, I fell into company 
¢¢ with three fober perfons of good rank, who all 
« lived in the city of Hereford, and I travelled in 
‘* a {tage coach three days with them: I related 
‘* this ftory, but told it as done at Deptford, for 


“fo I prefumed it was, becaufe I knew that 


<¢ there Dr. Bretton lived: they told me as foon 

¢¢ as I had concluded it, that the ftory was very 

«¢ true in the main, but only I was out as to the 

“¢ place, for "twas not at Deptford; but as I re- 

¢ ** member they told me at Pembridge, near Hez 
7 3 it ‘6 reford, 


es 


‘the return of the king; and they affured me, — 
*< upon their own knowledge, that to that day — 
<< the poor enjoyed the piece of ground: they 
** added, that Mr. Bretton’s father could never 
“endure to hear any thing of his daughter’s 
“‘ appearing after death, but would ftill reply, 
“‘ that it was not his daughter, but the devil, 
“<< fothat he acknowledged fomething appeared 
€¢ in the likene/s of his daughter.” 


<< This is Hast: by me, 16th February 168 t 
<< Edward Fowler.’ 


Of a Dutchman who could. fee 
| Ghofts, | 


ff R. Broom, the minifter of Woodbridge, 
LV i in Suffolk, meeting one day in a barber’s 
thee in that town, a aiutel lieutenant (who was 

lown up with Opdam, and taken alive out of 
the water, and carried to the town, where he was 
aprifoner at large) upon the occafion of fome 


difcourfe was told by him, that he could fee 


ghoits, and that he had feen divers. ‘Mr. Broom 

rebuking him tor talking fo idly, he perfifted in 

it very ftifly ; fome days after lighting upon him 

again, he afked him whether he had feen any 
eholts'= tog 


{ts fince he came to town? to which he re- 


But not long after this, as they were walking 
together up the town, he faid to Mr. Broom, 
Yonder comes a ghoit; he feeing nothing, afked 
him whereabouts it was? the other faid, It is 
over againft fuch a houfe, and it walks looking 
towards fuch a fide, flinging one arm with a glove 
in its hand; he faid, moreover, that when it came 
near them, they muft give way to it; thathe e- 
ver did fo, and fome that had not done fo, have 
fuffered for it; anon, he faid, it is jut now. 
upon us, let’s out of the way. Mr. Broom 
believing it all fictitious, as foon as he faid 
thefe words, took hold of his arm, and kept 
him by force in the way, but held him; there 
came fuch a force again{t them, that he was flung 
into the middle of the ftreet, and one of the 
palms of his hands, and one knee bruifed and 
broken by the fall, which put him for a while 
to exceflive pain; but fpying the lieutenant 
lying like a dead man, he got up as foon as 
he could, and applied himfelf to his relief ; with 
the help of others, he got him to the next fhop, 
where they poured {trong water down his throat, 
but for fome time could difcern no life in him : 
at length, what with the ftrong water, and what 
with well chafing him, he began to ftir; and when 
he came to himfelf, his firtt words were, I will 
thew you no more ghofts. Then he defired a pipe 


Re ee 


ef tobacco, but Mr. Broom told him, he fhould q 
take ic at his houfe, for he feared, fhould he A 
have it fo foon there, it would make him fick, * | 


‘Whereupon they went together to Mr. Broom’s 
houfe, where they were no fooner arrived, but 
the bell rang out. Mr. Broom prefently fent his 
maid to enquire who was dead: fhe brought 
word it was fuch a one, a taylor, who died fud- 
denly, though he had been in aconfumption a 
long time; and enquiring the time of his death, 
they found it as punctually as it could be guefled, 
at the very time when the ghoft appeared: the 
ghoft had exactly this taylor’s known gate, who 
ordinary went alfo with one arm fwinging, and 
a love in that hand, and looking on one fide up- 
“wards. 3 


N.B. This relation was alfo fent to Dr. H. 
More, from Mr. Edward Fowler : at the end he 
writes, that Dr. Burton, as well as himfelf, heard 
it from Mr. Broom’s own mouth, as I afterwards 


did at London. : . 


OF 


*e of one who had like to have been 
carried away by Spirits. 


Gentleman in Ireland, near to the Earl of 
Orrery’s feat, fending. his butler one af-— 
terncon to buy cards, as he Fated a field, to his 
wonder, he efpied a company of people fetting 
found atable, with a deal of good chear before 
them, in the midft of the field; and he going up 
towards them, they all arofe and faluted him, 
and defired him to fic down among{t them; burt 
one of them whifpered thefe words in his ear (do 
nothing this company invites you to). He there- 
fore eaied to fit down at the table, and imme- 
diately the table and all that belonged to it were 
gone, and the company began with dancing and 
playing upon mufical inftruments; and the but" 
Jer being defired to join himfelf with them: on 
his refufing this alfo, they all fell to work, and 
he not ies to be prevailed with to: accompany 
them in agen any more than in feafting’ Pi: 
dancing, they all difappeared, and the butler was 
‘left Bone s but inftead of going forward, he re- 
turned home as faft as he could drive, in a ereat 
confternation of mind; and was no fooner. entered - ‘ 
, his mafter’s houfe, or down he feil, and lay fome” - 
time fenieleis ; ; but coming to hhimfelf again, he | 


related 
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related to his mafter what had happened to him. = 
The night following there came one of thiscom- 
pany to his bedfide, and telis him, that. Big he ame 
offered to ftir out of doors the next days he 
“would be carried away; hereupon he kept within, 
but towards the evening, having neea to make 
water, he ventured to put one foot over the 
threfhold, which he had no fooner done, but 
they efpied a rope caft about his middle, and 
- the poor man was hurried away with great {wift- 
~nefs: they followed after as faft as they could, 
‘but could not overtake him: at length they e- 
foied a horfeman coming towards them, and 
made figns to him to ftup the man, whom he faw 
coming near him, and both the ends of the rope; 
but no body drawing when they met, he laid 
“hold of one of the ends of the rope, and imme-’ 
diately had a fmart blow given him over his arm, 
with the other end, but by this means the man 
was itopped, and the horfeman brought hin 
back again, 


Ts 


~The Earl of Orrery having heard of thefe 
‘ftrange paffages, fent to the ote defiring him 
to fenrt this man to his houfe, which he eae 
ingly did, and the morning following, or quickly 
after, he told the earl cheat the pectre had been 
with “him again, and affured him, that cay 
he fhould be moft certainly carried away, and 
that ne endeavours fhould avail to the faving i 
him: 


Cee hem 


him: upon this he was kept in a large room, 
with aconfiderable number of perfons to guard 


ye ; 
, him, among whom was the famous Mr. Grea- 


trix, who was aneighbour: there was befides o- 
ther perfons of quality, two bifhops in the houfe ; 
at the fame time, who were confulied touching 
the making ufe of a medicine, the fpectre or 


choft prefcribed (of which more by and by) 
‘but they determined on the negative; till part of 
the afternoon was fpent all was quiet, bur at 
length he was perceived to rife from the ground: 
whereupon Mr. Greatrix, and another lufty man, 
clapt their arms over his fhoulders, one of them 
before and another behind, and weighed him 


down with all their ftrength, but he was force-— 


ably taken up from them, and others were too 
weak to keep their hold; for a confiderable time 
he was carried into the air to and fro over their 
heads, feveral of the company ftill running un- 


der him, to prevent his receiving hurt, if he 


fhould fall; at length ine fell, and was cau che, 
before he came to the ground, and had Oe thay 
means no hurt. 


All being quiet, till bed-time, my lord ‘Or 
dered two of his fervants to lie with him; and 
the next morning he told his !orcfhip, that his 
fpeStre was again with him, and brought him 


a wooden difh with grey liquor in it, and bade’ 


him drink it off. Ac the firft fight of the pees. soe 
Hes: a ge 
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tré, he faid, he endeavoured to awake his bed- 
fellows, but it told him, that, that endeavour 


fhould be fruitlefs, and that he had nocaufeto 


fear him, he being his friend; and he that at 
firft gave him the good advice in the eld, 
which had he not followed, he had been before 
now perfectly in the power of the company he 
faw there: he added; that he concluded it was 
impoffible but that he fhould have been Carried 
away the day before, there being fo {trong a 
combination againit him; but now he could 
affure him, that there would be no more at- 
tempts of that nature; but he being troubled 
with two forts of fad fits, he had brought 
that liquor to cure him, and bid him drink it: 
he peremptorily refufed ; the fpectre was angry, 
and upbraided him with difingenuity, but told 
him, that however he had a kindnefs for him, 

and that if he would take plantain juice, he fhould 
* be well of one fort of fits, but he thould carry 
the other to his grave. The poor man having by 
this time fomewhat recovered himfelf, afked the 
— fpeétre, whether by the juice of plaintain, he 


-- meant that of the leaves or roots, it replied, the 


roots. 


Then it afked whether he did not know him? 
he anfwered, I am fuch a One, the man anfwered,: 
he hath been long dead; Ihave been dead, faid the 
foectre or ghoft, feven years, and you know that T 
lived a loofe life, and ever fince hath been hurried 


gs 
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a ‘zp and down ina reftlefs condition, in the com- 
e ny you faw, and fhali be to the day of judg- 
3 2... then he proceeded to tell him, that had 


ake he acknowledged God in his ways, he had not 
_ fuffered fuch fevere things by their means; and: 


farther faid, you never prayed to God that day 
before you met that company in the field, and 


was then going about an unlawful bufinefs, and 
fo vanifhed. 


N. B. This ftory was likewife fent from Mr. 
‘Edward Fowler, to Dr. H. More, and confirm- 
ed by Lord Orrery to Lady Roydon and others, 
who afked him concerning the truth of it. 


The miraculous Cure of Jeser 
Criaes, a Dutchman, of AmsTgEr- 
DAM, . , 


HIS narrative, taken by a Dutch merchant, 
from her own mouth, begins thus: “ A 
** miraculous cure upon Jeiet Claes, a woman 
eral: fifty years of age, for thefe many years 
‘ well known to myfelf and my neighbours ;” 
we woman for fourteen years had been lame of 
both legs, one of them being dead and without 
feeling, fo that fhe could not go, but crept 
upon the ground, or was carried in people’s 
; 2 arms 
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arms asa child. But now, through the power of 
God Almighty, fhe hath Nee again, which 
came to pafs after this manner, as I have taken _ 
it from her own mouth, in the year 1676. A- 
bout the 13th or r4th of this month, O&ober, 
in the night between one and two o’clock, this . 
Jefet Claes being in bed with her hufband, who 
was a boat-man; fhe was three times pulled by 
her arm, with which fhe awaked, and cried out, 
O Lord! what may this be? Whereupon fhe 
heard an anfwer in plain words, Be not afraid, I 
am come in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghoft; your malady, which hath been many 
years upon you, hall ceafe, and it thal! be given: 
you from God Almighty to walk again, but keep 
this to yourielf till further anfwer: whereupon. 
fhe cried aloud, O Lord? that I might have a 
light, that I might know what this is; then had 
fhe this anfwer, There needs no Peas the light 
fhall be given you from God; then came light 
all over the room, and fhe faw a beautiful 
youth of about ten years of age, with curled 
yellow hair, cloathed in white to the feet, who 
went from the bed’s-head to the chimney, with a 
light, which a little after vanifhed : -hereupon 
there did fomething fhoot or guth from her hip, 
or diffufe itfelf through her ae as a water into 
her great toe, where fhe found’ life rifing up 3 fele 
it with her hand, crying out, Lord, give me now 
again my feeling, which I have not had for fo ~ 
many. 


to 4 


and praying to the Lord according to her weak 

~  ineafure: yet fhe contitiued that day; Wednef- 
day, and the next day, Uhurfday as before, till 
evening fix o’clock) at which time fhe fat at the 
fire dre‘fing the food; then came as like a ruth. 
ing aoife in both ears; with which it was to her; 
fland, your going is given to you again: then 
did fhe immedi ave hy ftand up, that fad fo many 
years crept, and went to the door: her hufband 


meeting her, being exceedingly afraid, drew back; 


in the-mean time fhe cried out, my dear huf- 
band I can go again. ‘The man, thinking it was 
a fpirit, drew back, faying, You are not my wife: 
his wife taking hold of him, faid, My dear hut 


band, Iam the felf fame that hath been married 


thefe thirty years to you, the Almighty. God hath 
given me my going again: but her hufband be- 
ing amazed, drew back to the fide of the room, 
till at Jaft the clafped her hands about his neck, 
and yet he doubted; he faid to his daughter; Is 
this your mother? fhe anfwered, Yes, father, 
this we plainly fee; I had feen her go allio before 
you came in; this perfon dwells upon Prince’s 


Afland, Amferdam. 


N.B. This account was fent from a Dutch 


‘merchant, procured by a friend, for Dr. Cac- 


‘worth, and contains the main particulars that oc- 
€ur inthe Dutch printed narrative, which Monk. 
nal | G Van 


dny years’; and further, fhe continued crying 
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Van Helmont brought over with him to my Lady "5 


‘Conway, at Ragley ; who having enquired upon 


the fpot, when he was at Amfterdam, tho’ of a- 
genius not at all credulous of fuch relations, yet 


found the thing to be really true; as alfo Phi- 
lip Limburgh, in a letter to Dr. More, fent this 
‘teftimony, touching the party cured; that fhe 
was always reputed a very honeft good woman, 
and that he believed there was no fraud at all in 
the bufinefs. | 


The Story of Davip Hunter, Neat- 
herd, at Porrmorz, in. Irz- 
LAND, 1663. 


7 AVID Hunter, Neat-herd, at the bifhop’s 

houfe at Portmore; there appeared to him 
one night, as he was carrying a log of wood into 
the dairy, an old woman, which amazed him 
for he knew her not; but the fright made him 
throw away his log of wood, and run into the 
_ hhoufe. The next night fhe appeared to him a- 


| gain, and hecould not chufe but: follow her all 


night, and fo almoft every night for near three 


quarters of a year. Whenever fhe came, he muft 


. go with her thro’ the woods, at a good round 
rate ; and the poor fellow. looked as if he was 
| be- 
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Bewitched aid travelled off his legs: And whef 
"le had been with his wife, if the appeared, he 
muit rife and go. And becaufe his wife could 
not hold him in bed, the would go too, and 
walk after him till morniag, tho’ the faw nothing 
But his little dog was fo well acquainted with the 
apparition, that he would follow her as well as 
his mafter. If atree ftood in her walk, he ob- 
ferved her always to go thro’ ir In all this 
while fhe {pake not. 


_ But one day the faid David going over ¢ 
hedge into the highway, the came jut againtt 
him, and he cried out; Lord, blefs me, would J] 
was dead; fhall I never be delivered from this 
ihifery! Lord blefs me too, fays the: it was 
very happy you fpoke firft, for till then I had no 
power to fpeak, tho? I have followed you fo 
Jong, My naine; fays fhe, is Margaret —— , 
Flived here before the war, and had one fon by 
my hufband; when he died, I married a foldier, 
by whom I had feveral children, which that for- 
mer fon maintained alfo, elfe we mutt all have ftar- 
ved. He lives beyond the Ban-water ; pray go 
to him, and bid him dig under fuch a hearth, 
and there he fhall find 28s. Let him pay what 
Jowe in fuch a place, and the ret to the charge 
‘unpaid at my funeral; and. go to my fon that 
lives here, which I had by my latter hufbandy 
_  @od tell him, thie he lives a wicked and difty- ‘ 
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lute life, and is very unnatural and ungrateful 
to his brother that maintained him; and that if 
he does not mend his life, God Almighty will 
deftroy him. 


David told her he never knew her; No, fays 
fhe, I died feven years before you came into this 
country; but for al] that, if he would do her 
mefiage, fhe fhould never hurt him. But he de- 
ferred doing as the apparition had bid him, and 
fhe eave the night after, as he lay in bed, 
and ftruck him on the fhoulders very hard ; 


‘upon which he cried out, and afked her, if fhe 


did not promife fhe would not hurt him? She 
faid, that was if he did her meflage, if not, fhe 
would kill him. He told her, he could not go 
now, by reafon the waters were out. She faid, 
fhe was content to flay till they were abated ; but 
charged him afterwards not to fail her. So he 
did fee errand, and fhe appeared afterwards, and 
gave him thanks. For now, fays fhe, I fhall be 
at reft, therefore I pray you, lift me up from the 
cround, and I will trouble you no more. So 
David lifted her up from the ground, as he ‘faid, 


.and the felt juft like a bag ai feathers in his 


“arms ; fo fhe vanifhed, and he heard moft melo- 
dious mufick as fhe went off, over his head ; 
and he was never troubled more. 


This 


— ror Jj 


This account the poor fellow gave us every day, 


as the apparition {pake to him; and my Lady 


Conway came to Portmore, where fhe afked the 
fellow the fame queftions, and many more. This 
I know to be true, being all the while with my 
Lord off Dover, and the fellow burt a poor neat- 
herd ‘there. 


THOMAS ALCOCK, 


The Demon of Grenzucs, in Ga- 
_ Loway, in ScorLanp. 


T happened in O&ober 1654, that after one 
Alexander Agnew, a bold and fturdy beg- 
gar, who was afterwards hanged at Dumfties for 
blafphemy, had threatned hurt to Gilbert Camp- 
bell’s family, becaufe he had not got fuch an 


alms as he required: the faid Gilbert was 


oftentimes hindered in the exercife of his call-. 


ing, or his working  inftruments (he be- 


ing a weaver) being fome of them broken, 
fome cut, and yet could not know by. what 
means his hurt was done. This continued till 
about the middle of November ; when’ the de- 
vil came with new and extraordinary affaults, 
by throwing {tones in at the doors and windows, 
and down the chimney, in great quantities, and 


with great force ; yet by God’s providence there. 


c G 3 Wis, 


f ro¢ °F 


was ‘not any perfon ia the family hurt, or faffer- 
ed damage thereby, ‘This new trouble obliged 
Mr. ‘Campbell to reveal it to the, minifter of the 
‘parifh, and to fome other neighbours and friends, 
having hitherto endured it feeretly. Notwith- 
ftanding which his trouble was enlarged; for 
not long after, he often found his warp and 
thread cut as with a pair of fciffars, and the 
reed broken; likewife their apparel cut after the 
fame manner, even while they were wearing 
them; their coats, bonnets, hofe, fhoes, but 
could not difcover by what means. And tho’ 


no harm was done to their perfons, yet in the 


night time they wanted liberty to fleep, fome- 
thing pulling the bed cloaths and linen off them, 
and leaving their bodies naked. | 


Next their chefts and trunks were opened, 
and all the things ftrewed here and there. Like- | 


wife the parts ‘of the working inftruments that 
had'efcaped, were carried away and hid in holes 
_ and boards of the houfe, where they could hardly 


be found again. Nay, whatever piece of cloth 


or houfhold ftuff was in any part of the houfe, it 


was carried away, and fo cut and abufed, that the | 


good man was neceffated with a ll hatte and {peed 
ta remove, and carry the reft to a neighbour’s 
houfe, and he himfelf compelled to quit the ex- 
—ercife of his callings whereby only he maintained 


his family. Yet he refolved to remain in the 


houfe 


Ve 
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uaee for a feafon: during which time, fome 
perfons thereabouts, not very judicious, coun- 
fell’d him to fend his children out of the fa- 
mily, here and there, (to try whom the trouble 
“did moit follow, affuring him that it was not 
again{t all the family, but again{t fome one per- 
fon or other in it) which, when bid, too readily 
obeyed. - Yet for the fpace of four or five days 
after, there were no remarkable affaults as before. 


The minifter hearing thereof, fhewed him the © 
evil of fuch a courfe, and affured him, that if 
he repented not, and call’d back his children, 
he might notexpect that his trouble would end 
in aright way.. The children that were nigh 
by being call’d home, no trouble followed, till 
one of his fons called Thomas, who was farther 
off, came home. Then did the devil begin a- 
freth ; for upon the Lord’s Day following, in the 
afternoon, the houfe was fet on fire, but by the 
help of fome people going home from church, 
the fire was extinguifhed, peti the houfe faved, 
without much thane done, And the Monday 
after being fpent in prayer and fafting, the houfe 
was again feton fire. On the ayers about, 
nine o’Clock in the morning; yet by good pro- 
vidence and the help of neighbours, was faved 
before much harm was done. 


Cay Hey | Mr. 
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- Mr. Campbell being thus wearied and. vexed 
day ahd night, went to the minifter, defiring him 
to let his: fon: Thomas: abide with him for a 
time, who condefcended, but withal afurea him, 
thatshe would find, himfelt deceived, ‘and. fo it 
-came-to pafs ; for, notwithitanding the child was 
without the family, yet were they that remained 
in it fore troubled, both day and night, fo that 
they were forced to wake till midnight, and fome 
times: all night. .-During which time, the,per- 
fons within “the family fuffered many loffes, as 
the cutting of their cloaths, the throwing of peit, 
the pullirs down of turf and feal free, the roof 
and walls of the houfe, the.ftealing of their ap- 
parel, and the .pricking of their Heth and {kin 
with pins. The prefbytery having | convened at 
a place | for a folemn humiliation, “perfuaded him 
to call. back his fon ‘Thomas, notwithftanding 
whatever, hazard might follow. .The boy return- 
‘ing home, affirmed, that he. heard a voice {peak 
to. him, forbidding him to enter the houfe, or 
into any other place where his father’s calling was 
exercifed. Yet he entered, but was fore fa 8 
ull he was ‘forced to return to the minitter: S houle | 


again. ; 
On | Monday, Pent ee #2, the reft of the fa- 

_ mily began to hear a voice fpeak to them, but 
~¢ould not well know from whence it came. Yet 

from. 
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from evening till midnght much vain difcourfe 


was kept up with the devil, and many idle and 
impertinent queftions propofed, without the due 
fear of God, that fhould have been upon their 
{pirits uncer fo rare and ex <traordinary a trial. 

The minifter hearing of this, went to: the houfe 
upon the Tuefday, being: accompanied with 
fome gentlemen, who, after prayer was ended, 
heard a voice {peaking out of the room, from 
under the bed, in the proper country dialeét, 

faying, Would you know the witches of Glen- 
luce? J will tell you them; and fo named ote 
or five perfons who were under an evil report, 

The faid Campbell informed the company, that 
one of them had been dead long ago. ‘The de- 
vil anfwered, I: is true; the is dead long AZO, 
yet her fpirit is living with us in-the OH The 
minifter replied, faying, The ford rebuke thee, 

fatan, and put thee to filence, we are not to re- 
ceive any information from thee, whatfoever 
fame any parfons ¢ oo under ; thou art but feeking 
to feduce this family, for bea s kingdom is not 


divided aoe itfelf, 


“After which al] went to prayer again ; which. 


‘being ended (for during the time of prayer no 
eistibIe was made) the devil, with many threat- 


nings, boafted and terrified the lad Thomas, 
who came back with the minifter, that if he did 
‘hot Sait out of the houle, he would fet al] on 


is€hip 


. fire, 
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fire... The minitter anfwered and faid, The lords 44 


will preferve the houfe and the bay too, feeing he eee 


is one of the family, and hath God’s warrant to 
tarry in it. The devil anfwered, He fhall not 
get liberty to tay, he was once put out already, 
and fhall not abide here, tho’ 1 fhould purfue 
him to the end.of the world. The minifter re- 
plied, The Lord will ftop thy malice  againtt 
him. ; 


And then they. all tape again, sis being 
ended, the devil faid, Give me afpade and a 
- fhovel, and depart from the houfe. for, feven 
days, and I will make.a grave and, lie down 
in it, and fhall trouble you no. more. The 
good man anfwered, Not fo much as a ftraw 
hall be given thee, thro’ God’s. affiftance, even 
tho’ that would do it... The minifter added, God 
fhall remove thee in due time. The devil an- 
fwered, I will not remove for you, Ihave my 
commiffion from Chrift, to tarry and vex this fa- 
mily : The minifter anfwered, A permiffion thou 
haft indeed, but God will ftop it in due time. ; 
The devil replied, I have (Meff. John) a commis 
fion that will perhaps laft longer than your 
own. After which the minifter and gentlemen 
arofe, and went to the place where the voice 
feemed to come from, to try if. they could 
find any thing: and after diligent fearch no- 
thing being found, the gentleman began to fay, 
We think this voice fpeaks out of the chil- 

dren, 


f for 
| for fome of them were in their beds: 
~The devil anfwered, you lie, God fhall judge 
you for your lying, and I and my father will 


be come and fetch you to hell with Warlock thieves, — 


And fo the devil difcharged the gentleman from 


{peaking any more; faying, Let him fpeak that.’ 
hath a commiffion, (meaning the minifter) for ™ 


he is the fervant of God. 


The gentlenien returning back with the minifler, 


they fat down near to the place whence the voice © 
feemed to come, and then he fpake to them after 


this mahner, The Lord will rebuke this fpirit in’ 


his own time, and caft it out. The devil'anfwer- 


‘ing, faid; Te is written in the gth of Mark, the’ 
difciples'‘could not caft him out. The minifter'’ 
replied, ‘What ‘the difciples could not do, yat the 


Lord having lightened the parents faith for his 
own glory, did caft him out, and fo fhall. he 
thee. The devil reply’d, It is written in the ath 


of Luke, and he departed and left him fora fea-: - 


fon. The minifter faid, The Lord in the days 
of his humiliation, not only got the victory over 
fatan in his affaults in the wildernefs, but when 
he came again, his fuccefs was not better. For 
it is written, John xiv. Behold the prince of 


this world cometh, and hath nothing in me; and 


being now in glory will fulfil his promife, and 
God fhall bruife fatan under your feet fhortly, 
Rom. xvi. The devil anfwered, It is written, 


_., Matt. xxv. There were ten virgins, five wife, and — 


five 


Coping) 
five foolifh, and the bridegroom came, the fool- 
ifh virgins had:no.oil in their lamps, and they 
went unto the wile to feek oil, and the wife faid, | 
Go and buy fer yourfelves; and while they went, 
the bridegroom came and entered in, and the door 
was fhut; and the foolith virgins were fent to 
hell. fire... The minifter anfwered, The Lord 
knows the fincerity of his fervants, and though 
there be fin and folly in us here, yet there is a 
fountain opened to the houle of, David for. fin 
and for uncleanneis ; and when, he hath wafhed us’ 
there, and pardoned all our ‘fins for his name’s: 
fake, he will caft the unclean fpirit out of the’ 
land. The Devil anfwered, and faid, That place 
of f{cripture is written in the agth of Zechariah. 
In, that day I will caufe the prophets and unclean 
fpirit to pafs out of the land; but afterwards it 
is written, 1 will {mite the. fhepherd, and the: 
theep fhall befcattered. . The minifter anfwered, 
Well are we that fee the bleffed thepherd was 
fmitten, and thereby hath bruifed thy head ; and 
albeit in the hour of his fufferings, his difciples 
forfook him, Matt. «xxvi. . Yet now having af- 
cended on high, he fits in glory,. and is prefery- 
ing, gathering in, and turning his hand..upon 
his little ones, and will fave his poor one. in his 
family, from thy malice. 


_ The minifter returning back a little, and ftand- 
ing upon the floor, the devil faid; I knew not 
: thefe. : 
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_ thefe fcriptures till my father taught me them. T 


am an evil ipirit, and fatan is my father, and I 


am come to vex this houfe: and prefently there ap- 


peared a naked hand and an arm from the elhow 
down, beating upon the floor, fo that the houfe 
did fhake again; and alfo the devi] uttered a 
moft fearful and loud cry, come up, father, come 
up, I will fend my father among you. See there 
he is, behind your backs, The minifter faid, | 


_faw indeed a hand and arm when the ftroke was 


given and heard. The devil faid to him, Saw 
you that, it was not my hand, it was my father’s, 
my hand is more black in the loof. Would 
you fee me, put out the candle then, and I thal! 
come in the houfe among you like fire balls. 
After which all. went to. prayers, during that 
time it did no harm, neither at any other time 


when God was wortfhipped. When prayer wag 


ended, the devil faid, (Meff. John) If the good 
man’s fons prayers, at the college of Glafcowe, 
did not prevail more with God than yours, my 
father and I had wrought a mifchief here’ere now, 


‘To which one of the gentlemen reply’d, tho’ 4 


check had been given him before. Well, well, I 
fee you confefs there is a God, and thar prayer 
prevails with him, and therefore we muft pray to 
God, and will commit the event to him. To 
which the devil reply’, You, Sir, you fpeak of | 
prayer with your broad lips, (for the gentleman 


n 


had lately gotten a new hat in the fathion, with, 


bread. | 
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broad lips) I will. bring a pair of theers from ~ 


my fathers that fhall clip the lips of it a little. 


_ The night being, now far fpent, it was thought 


fit every one fhould withdraw to his own home: 
Then did the devil cry out fearfully, Let not 
the minifter go home, I fhall burn the houfe if 
he go, and many other ways did he threaten: 
_ And after the minifter was gone forth, the good 
man being inftant with him to tarry; wherg- 
upon he returned, all the reft.of the company 
going home. Then faid the devil to the minifter; 
Yéu have done my bidding. Not thine, anfwered 
he, but in obedience to God have I returned, 
to bear this man company; whom thou doft af- 
flick. Then did the minifter call ‘upon the 
name of God ; and when prayer was ended, he 
difcharged Mr. Campbell, and all the perfons 


of his family from opening their mouths in — 


one word to the evil fpirit ; and when it {pake, 
that they fhould: kneel down, and only {peak 
to God. The devil then roared mightily, and 
cried out ? What, will ye not fpeak to me? 
I fhall burn the houfe, { thall ftrike the bairns, 
and do all manner of mifchief: but after that 
time no anfwer was made’ to if, and fo for a 
long time no fpeech was Beard. Affer this Mr. 
Campbell fuffered muct lofs, and had’ many 
fad nights, not two nights in one week frees, 

and: 
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s nd thus it continued till April; from April 
| to » July he had fome refpize and eafe. But 
. after, he was molefted with new affaults, and 


even their victuals were fo abufed, that the 


family was in hazard of ftarving, and that 
which they did eat, did not give them the 
ordinary fatisfaction they were wont to find, 


In this fore and fad affliction, Mr. Camp- 
bell refolved to make his addrefs to the fynod 
of prefbyters, for advice and council what to 
do, which was appointed to convene in Oc- 
tober 1655, namely, whether to forfake the 
houfe and place or not. The fynod, by their 
Committee appointed to mect at Genluce, in. 
February 1656, thought fit that a folemn hu- 
miliation fhould be kept through all the bounds 
of the fynod, and amongtft “other caules, to re- 
‘queft God in behalf of “that poor afflicted fa- 
mily; which being carefully done, the event 
was, through the Es of, his people, that 
his troubles grew lefs till April, and from A- 
-pril to Augutt he was almoft free. About 
which time the devil began with new affaults, 
and taking the ready meat that was in. the 
_houfe, did fometimes hide it in holes by the 
door poft, and at other times under the beds, 
and fometimes among the bed cloaths, and un- 
“oder the Jinen, and at laft carried it quite a- 
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way, fill nothing was left there but wae 
and water, to live by: after this, he exercifed 
his malice and cruelty againft all the perfons 
in the family, in difturbing them in the night. 
time, with ftirring and moving through the 
houfe, fo that they had no reft a noife, which 
continued all the month of Auguft after this 
manner. After which time the devil grew yet 
worfe, and began with terrible roarings and 
terrifying voices, fo that no perfon could fleep 
in the houfe in the night time, and fome- 
times vexed them with cafting of ftonés, ftri- 
king them with ftaves in their beds, in the 
night time: and upon the 18th of Septem- 
ber, about midnight, he cried out with a loud 
voice, | fhall burn the houfe, and about three 
or four nights after, he fet one of the beds 
on fire, Which was foon extinguifhed without 
any prejudice, except the bed itfelf; and fo he 
-continued to vex them. | 


N.B. This narrative is tranfcribed verba- 
tim, out of the Mifcellaneous Obfervations of 
Mr. G. Sinclare, which are added to his Trea- 
tife of Hydroftaticks. Dr. Burnet, afterwards 
bifhop of Salifbury, on my enquiry, told me 
thus, That he living in Glafcow fome years, 
found all people there, and the country about, 
fully perfuaded of the truth of the matter of 

> Rees 
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P fact, and that he never heard any thing ob- 

2) jected to Mr. Sinclare’s relation, but that it 

: was too fhort ; whereas all the paflages of that 
_ apparition would make a volume, and that there — 


was a full relation thereof, attefted under the: 
hands of eye witnefles. 


OF 


WITCHCRAFT. 


¥ AVING proceeded thus’ far in, our hif- 
tory of the kingdom of darknefs, and 
defcribed the hitebigin gs machinations 
of thofe malevolent {fpirits, in vexing, ter- 
rifying and molefting feveral perfons and fa- 
milies ; we fhall now defire the reader’s com- 
pany, while we travel through another province 
of . 


| ( 115) 
ef his infernal majefty, inhabited only by thofé 
choice and {worn fubjedts and fervants of his,called 
Witches ; who, tho” they are-not now fo much in 
vogue as they were formerly ; yer that-there have 
been fuch wicked and malignant beings, will ap- 
pear from the: following weil attefted inftances. 


JANE Brooxs bewitches’ Ricuarp 
| ‘JONES. 


wt 


é ~, N Sunday, November 15, .1657; about 
_f threé o’clock.in the afternoon, .Richerd 
Jones, a fprightly youth, about twelve years 
years old, in the county of Somerfet, fon of 
Henry Jones of Shepion Mallet, being in his 
father’s houfe alone, and perceiving one look~-. 
ing i in at the windows, went to the door, where. 
one Jane Brooks, of the fame town (but then 
by name unknown to this boy) came to him. 
She defired him to give her a piece of clofe 
bread, and gave him an apple. After which fhe 
ftroked him down on the right fide, fhook him ~ 
by the hand, and bid him good night. The 
youth | returned into. the houfe, where he had 
been left well, when his. father and’ one Gibfon 
went from him; about an hour ‘afterwards they 
found him very il, and complaining of hig 
Hf | Ha ; right 
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tight fide, in which the pain continued the moft 
part of that night. On Monday following, in 
the evening, the boy roafted the apple he had of 
Jane Brooks, and having ‘eaten about half of it, 
was taken extremely ill, «nd fometimes {peech- 
Jefs; but. being recovered, he told his father that 
awoman of the town on Sunday before, had 
given him that apple, and that fhe ftroked him 
on the fide. He faid, be knew not her name, 
but fhould her petfon, if he faw her. Upon 
this, Jones was advifed to invite the women of 
Shipton to come to his houfe, on the occafion 
of his fon’s illnefs, who told him, that in cafe 
the woman fhould come when he was in his fit, 
if he were not able to fpeak, he would cive him 
an intimation by a jog, and defired his father 
to lead him through the room, and he would 
put his hand upon her if the was there, After 
this he continuing very ill, many women came 
daily to fee him. And the Sunday afterwards, 
Jane Brooks, with two of her fifers came In, 
and feveral other women of the neighbourhood 
were there. . 


On her coming in, the boy was taken {o ill, ae 
that for fome time he could not fee or {peak, 7 
But having recovered his fight, he gave his fa- 
ther the item, and he led him about the room, 


The boy drew towards Jane Brooks, who was 


behind ‘her two filters among the other women, 
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: End put his hand upon her, which his ee fee- 
~ ing, immediately {cratched her face, and drew 
blood. . The.yeuth then prefently crying our, he 
was well, and fo continued feven or eight days. 
Bur then meeting with Alice Coward, fitter to 
Jane Brooks; who was pafling by, faid to him, 
How do you do now, my honey? he prefently 
fell ill,again. After that, the faid Coward and 
Brooks often appeared to him, The boy would 
defcribe the cloaths and habit they were in at 
the time exaétly, as the conftable and others 
found upon repairing to them, tho’ Brooks’s 
houfe was at a good diftance from Jones’s. This 
they often tried; and always found the boy 
right in his defcriptions. | 


On a certain Sunday about noon, the boy. 
being in a room with his father and one Gibion,- 
in his Gt, he fuddenly called, out that he faw 
Jane. Brooks on the wall, aud pointed to. the 
place, where Gibfon immediately ftruck with 
a knifes Upon which the boy cried out , O fa- 
ther, couz Gibfon has cut Janes Ses s hand. 
The father and Gibfon immediately rep aired to 
the conftable, and acquainted him with a at had 
paffed, defired him to go with them to Jane 
Brooks’s houte, which he did. They found her 
fitting in her room on a flool, with one hand 
over the other. The conftable afked her how fhe 
Adi, bes one anfwered, not well. He asked her 
LH 3 again, 
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again, why fhe fat-with one hand over the other #” 
She replied, fhe'was wont todo fo. He enquired 
if any thing’ was\amifs with her hand? Her an- 
iwer was, it was well enough. The conftable: de-- 
fired to. fee it, but’ the being unwilling to thew 
It him, he drew it out, and found it bloody, ac- 
cording to what the boy had faid. Being afk’d, 
howit came fo, the faid: it was ferateh’d°with a 
4 great pins 


On December 8,:1657, the boy, Fane Brooks, 
and Alice Coward, appeared at Caftle Cary, be- 
fore the juftices, Mr. Elunt and: Mr. Cary. The 
boy having begun to give his tellimony, upon 
the coming in of the two-women, was inftantly 
taken fpeechlef 5 and fo remained till the women’ 

“2. weféremoved out of the'room, and then in a fhort 
Bo es _./ time, upon examination, he gave a full relation 
* of the alove-mention’d particulars, 


4 


On the rth of January following, the boy was 
Pein 0%. again examined by the juftices at Shepton Mallet, 
a and’ upon the fight of Jane Brooks was again 
taken ipeechlefs, but was not fo afterwards when 
"Alice Coward come into the room to him. 


On the appearancesat Shepton which was on 
February 17, there were prefent many gentlemen, 
minifters aid others, The boy fell intohis fits 
“at the fizht of Jane Brooks, and Jay in a man’s 
Sisig rms like a dead perfon ; the woman-was then or. 


der "a ‘ 
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der’d:to lay her hand on him, which fhe did, and 
he therewpon: {tarted: and {prung. out. in, a. very 
ftrange-aadunufuabmanner. One, of the juftices, 
toprevent all poffibility of Legerdemain, defired 
Gibfon dnd,the reft, to ftand off from.the boy, and 


then the juttice | himfelf held him:; the. youth being | 


blind-folded,. the juttice: called, asi. if. Brooks 
thould, teach him; but winked to others to do, it, 


which-two. or. three fucceffively did, but. the boy 


appeared not concern’d,., The juftice then called 
on the father to, take him, but had privately be- 
fore deGired one Mr. Strode to bring Jane Brooks 
to,touch. him at fuch a time as he fhayld call. for 
his. father, w Ww hich: was done, and the boy, imme- 
diately fprang out after a very odd and, violent 
fathion. He was after touched by feveral perfons 
and, moyed AOt, but Jane Brooks, being ' caufed 
to put her hand upon him, he ftar ted and {prang 
Qut twice or thrice as before. All this while he 
remained in his fit, and fome time after ; and being 
then laid, on a bed jn the. fame room, the. people 


prefeat could not for. a long time bend either of 
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his anms-or legs. 


Between the faid 15th of November and the 
11th of January, the*two women appeared often 
to the boy, their hands cold, their eyes ftaring, 
and their checks and lips pale. In this manner 
ona Thurfday about noon, the boy being newly 
laid into his bed, Brooks and Coward appeared 


to him, and told hin, That what they had be gun, 
H 4 “ST | 


oy 
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they could net perform: » Butif he would fay no. 


if 
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more’of it, they would’give him money, and {6 - 
put~a two-pénce into: his pocket. After: which 
they took him out of bed, laid:him on the ground; 
and vanifhed, “and the: boy was found: ‘by thofe 
who came next into the room, lying: on the floor 
as if he had’been dead. The two- pence was feen 
_ by many, and when it was put’ into the fire and 
‘thot, the boy would fall ill; but'as foon’as‘it was 
“taken out and cold he would be as well : as before. 
This was fen an  obferved by a minifter, when 
“the ‘boy was in one room, «and ‘the two- “perice 
“Ww ithout his knowledge) put iato the firé Gn! ‘anio- 
ther, and this was divers times tried; in: the pie 
"fence on on aby Se 

"Between the Sth of Becaiiher arid thie rh of 
“February i in the-fame-year, divers perfons at fun 
_dry times, heard in’ the boy, a-noile-like ‘the 
~ croaking of atoad, and a voice within him fay- 


: ing, “Jane Brooks, Alice'Coward, twelve times in 


“near a quarter of an hour.’ At the fame time 
fome held a candle before the boy’s’ face; and 
earneftly looked on him, but could not perceive 
the leaft motion of his tongue, RECEas or. lips, 
“while tie? voice was heard. | 


On “HG 25th of February between two and 
three'in the afternoon, the boy being at the houle 
of Richard Ifles, in Shepton Mallet, went out of 


“the room into the garden: Ifles’s wife follow?d 


him, 
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him, and was within two yards when the faw on 
rifeup from the ground before her, and fo mounted. 
higher and higher, till he paffed in the air over 
the garden wall, and was carried fo above eround 
more: than thirty yards; falling at laft. at one 
Jordan’s door at-Shepton, Pheee he was found: 
as dead for a time; but coming to himfeif, told. 
Jordan, that Jane Brooks had taken him ep. by. 
the arm out of Ifles’s garden, and carried him. in 
the air, as above related. 


fin ne at feveral other times, was gone on 
the fudden, and upon fearch after him, falas in 
-another room-as dead, and fometimes firangely_ 
hanging above the ground ; his hands being flat 
again{t a great Hoan atthe top of the room, and’ 
all his body two. or three feet from the ground. 
There he hath hungya quarter of an hour together, 
and being afterwards come to~ himielf, ile told 
thofe that found him, that Jane Brooks had car- 
ried him to that place,‘and held him there. Niné 
people at a time fiw the boy fo {trangely hanging 
by the beam. | 


| 


From the 15th of November to the roth of 
March following, he was, by reafon of his fits, 
much wafted in his body’; but after that rime, 
being the day the two women were fent to gaol, 
he had no more of thofe fits, 


Jane Brooks was condemn’d at Charde aflizes, 
and execated, March 26, 1658. 


This 
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-Phisis the fum of Mr. Hunt’s narrative, which » 


concludes with both ‘the juftices atteftation, 
thus? | « At fet Me Shel | 


The aforefaid® paflages, were fomeof them 
feen by us; andthe reft, and dome other remark-. 
able ones, notliere fer down, were! upon the exs 
atnination of feveral credible witneffes,. taken, 


upon oath before us. bieS {90°3eo THIB SGI 
Subfcribed ROBERT HUNT, 


JOHN CARY.” © | 


? 
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The Witcherafts: of Eira aBewne: 
‘SryLE, as appeared on ‘feveral Ex- 
-aminations before the Juftice. 


al eae Richard Hill, of Stoke Trifter, in 
the county of Somerfet,, Yeoman, being 
examin’d upon oath, January 23, 1664, before 
Robert Hunt, Efg; one of his majefty’s juftices 
for that county, concerning, the bewitching of 
his daughter by Blizabeth Style, declareth, That 
his daughter Elizabeth Hill, about the age of 
thirteen years, hath been for about three months 
lat paft, taken with very ftrange fits, which have 
held for two or three hours and more; and that 
in thofe fits, the child* hath told her father, the 


examinant, and others, that one Elizabeth Style 
| ; of 


TErap ig 
of the fame parifh, appeared to her, and is the 
perfon that.tormented her. She alfo in her fits,. 
ufually tells what cloaths Elizabeth Style hath on 
at the time, which the informant-and others have 
{een and found true: | aa NR 


He faith farther, that about a fortnight before. * 
Chriftmas Jaft, he told Style, that. his. daughter) - 
fpoke much of her in her fits, and did believe. 
that fhe was bewitched by her. Whereupon. 
Francis White, Walter and John Thick being,’ 
prefent, willed her to complain. to the. juftice, 
againft him, for accufing of her. But the hav-- | 
ing ufed feveral put offs, faid, the would do worle: 
than fetch a warrant. After which,. the girk 
grew worle than before, and.at the end of a fit, : 
the tells the examinant when fhe fhall have ano-. 
ther, which happen accordingly, and affirms, that 
Style tells her when the next fit fhall come. He 
informs farther, that Monday night after Chrift. 
mas Day, about nine of the clock, and. four or 
five times fince, about the fame hour of the night, 

_ his daughter had. been more tormented than. for-)) 
merly, and that tho’ held ina chair by four or 
five people, fometimes fix, by the arms, legs, and: 
fhoulders, fhe would rife cut of her chair,. and» 
raife her about three or four feet high. And, 
after that, in her fits, fhe would have holes made 
in-her hands, wrift, face,.neck, and other parts 
of her body, which the informant, and others thar 
faw them, conceived to be with thorns ; for they 


faw 
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faw thorns in her flefh, and fome they hooked 
out. That upon the child’s pointing with , her 
finger from place to place, the thorns and holes 
inimediately appear’d to the informant and others 
looking on. And as foon as the child can, {peak 
after the fit, fhe faith, that widow Style did prick 
her with thorns in thofe feveral .places,. which 
was horrible torment, and fhe feemed to the in- 
formant and others ttanding by, to be in extreme 
pain-and torture. The child hath been fo tor- 
mented and pricked with thorns four feveral 
nights, at which time the informant and many 
other people have feen the fiefh rife up in little’ 
bunches, in which holes did appear. The prick- 
ing held about a quarter of an hour at a time, 
during each of the four fits, and the informant | 
hath feen the child take out. fome of thofe 
thieeing.?"* * | ty 


The fame Richard Hill, examined January 
26, 1664, informs, that when he rode from the 
juftices houfe, with a warrant to bring Style be- 
fore him, his horfe on a fudden fat down on his 
breech, and he could not after ride him ; but as 
foon as he attempted to get up, his horfe would 
fit down, and paw with his fore-feet. Ile faith 
farther, that fince Style was examined before the 
juftice, and made her confeffion to him, fhe hath’ 


acknowledged to the informant, that fhe had hurt 
| his. 
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. > rag’ 2) | 
y his daughter, and that one Anne Bifhop and 
; Alice Duke, did join in bewitching her. 
Taken upon oath before me, 

| ROBERT HUNT. 


2. Exam. William Parfons, re€tor of Stoke 
Trifter, in the county of Somerfet, examined - 
January 26, ©1664, before Robert Hunt, Ef; 
concerning the bewitching of Richard Hill’s 
daughter, faith, that on Monday night after 
Chriftmas Day, then laft paft, he came into the 
room when Elizabeth Hill was in her fit, many 
of his parifhioners being prefent, and looking 
on. He there faw the child held in ‘the chair 
“by main force, by the people, plunging far 
“beyond the ftrength of nature, foaming, and 
catching at her own arms and cloaths with her 
teeth. This fit he conceives held about half an 
‘hour. After fome time, fhe pointed with her 

‘finger, to the left fide of her head, next to her 
Teft arm, and then to her left hand, &c. and 
where fhe pointed, he perceived a red fpot to 
arife, with a fmall black in the midft of it, like 
a {mall thorn. She pointed alfo to her toes, 
one after another, and exprefied great fenfe of 
torment. This latter fit, he gueffes, continued 
about a quarter of an hour, during moft, of all 
-of which time; her ftomach feem’d to fwell, and. 
her head,where fhe feem’d to be prick’d, did fo 


very much. She fate foaming much of the time, 


“and the next day afer her: fic, fhe fhew’d the 
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examinant the places where the thorns were fluck 
in, and he faw thorns in thofe places. 


Taken upon oath before me, 
ROBERT HUN ee: 


3. Exam. .Nicholas Lambert, — of Bayfordy 
din the county of Somerfet, Yeoman, examined 
upon oath, before Robert Hunt, Rifas January 
the goth, 1664, concerning | the, bewitching . of 
- Richard -Hill’s daughter, oe Elizabeth : Seple; 
teftifieth, that Monday after Chriftmas Day Jatt, 
being with others in the houfe of Richard Hill, 
he faw his daughter Elizabeth taken. very ill, 
‘and in fits, that were fo ftrong, that fix men 


could not hold her down in a chair; in which ~ 


fhe was fate, but that fhe would -raife the chair 
up, in fpite of their utmoft force. That in her 
fits, not being able to fpeak,, fhe would wreft 
her body as one in ‘great torment, and point 
with her finger to her neck, head, arms, hands, 
wrifts, and toes. And he, with the reft, look- 
ing on the places to which fhe pointed, faw on 
afudden, little red {pots arife, with black ones 
in the micft, .as if thorns were ftuck in them, 
but the child then only pointed, without touch- 
ing her flefth with her finger. . 
Gielen upon oath, Bore me, _ 
ROBERT HUNT. 


i: Exam. Richard Vining, of Stoke Trifter, 


. butalier, examined, January 26, .1664, before 
Robert 
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Robert ‘Hunt, Efg; concerning the bewitching 
of his wife, ‘by Elizabeth Style; faith, that 
about two or three days before St James’s Day, 
three years fince, or thereabouts, his late wife 
Agnes fell out with Elizabeth Style, and within 
two or’three days after, fhe was taken with a4 
igrievous pricking .in her thigh, which pain 
continued for a long time, till after fome phy. 
fic taken \from:one »Hallet, the was at: fome 
eafe:for three or four weeks. About the Chrift. 
amas after the mentioned St. James’s'Day, Style 
came toithe-examinant’s jhoufe, and, gave Agnes 
his wife-two.apples, one of them -was a very fair 
‘red apple, -which: Style defired.her'to.eat, which 
‘fhe did, and in-a few hours was taken ill, and ~ 
wotfe: than ever the had been before. Upon 
‘this, »the examinant went to one’ Mr.-Compton, 
who. lived in theparifh of Ditch Fate (the fame 
who fhewed,a-perfon his wife in a glafs, in 
Mr. Mompefion’s ftory) for phyfic for his wife. 
“Cempton teld him he could.do her no geod, 
‘for that fhe was‘hurt by a near ineighbour, who 
‘would»come into. his houfe,,and up into the 
-chamber where:his wife was, but would go outa- 
-gain without fpeaking, . After Vining came home, 
being in the chamber-with his-wife, Style. came 
up to them, bur -went out.again without {peaking 
a word. Agnes his wife continued in great pain 
till after ve following, .and then died. Before 
her death, her hip rotted,and one of her eyes 
- ofwell’d) out: ‘She declared to him then, That 
fhe 
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"fhe believed Elizabeth Style had bewitched ney 
and that fhe was the caufe of her death. 
Taken upon oath, before me, 


ROBERT HUNT. 


- While the Juftice was efetiniag Seyler: 
Wincaunton (which is not above fix miles and 
a half from Stoke ‘Trifter) upon fame evidence 
againft her, he obfervedthat Richard Vining look- 
ed very earneftly upon him ; whereupon he afk’d 
Vining if he had any thing'to fay'to him? He 
anfwered, that Style had bewitched his wife, 
and told the manner, as in his depofition is re- 
lated, Style feemed appall’d and concern’d, and. 
the Juftice faying to her, you have been an ‘old 
finner, and you deferve little mercy: She replied, 
‘Thave afked God pardon for it. Mr. Hunt afk’d 
her, why then fhe would continue in’ fuch il. 
“courfes? She faid, the devil tempted her ; and 
then began to make fome confeffion of his acting — 
with her. Upon this, the Juftice fent her to 
the conftable’s houfe at Bayford, in the parifh of 
Stoke Trifter,, and the next’ morning, went | 
thither himfelf, accompanied with two gentle- 
men, Mr. Bull and Mr. Court, afterwards juftices 
in the fame county. Here the declared the whole 

matter, at this, and two? other times after. 


cs. Exam. Elizabeth Style, her confeffion of 
her witchcrafts, January 26, and 30, and Fe- 
ee vip 16045 before he Hunt, Efq; fhe 
then 


- 
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~paft, but more ufually be appears in the likenefs 


then confefied, That the devil, abgut ten years 

_ fince, appeared to her in the fhape of a hand- 
- fome man, and after, of a black dog; that he 
-Promifed her money, and that fhe thould live 


gallantly, and have the pleafure of the world for 
twelve years, if fhe wou'd with her blood fign 
his paper, which was to give her foul to him, - 
and obferve his laws, and that he might fuck 
her blood. This, after four follicitations, 
the Examinant promifed to do; upon which he 
pricked the fourth finger of her right hand, be- 
tween the middle and upper joint (where the fign 
at the examination remained ) and with a drop 
or two of ner blood, fhe fiened the paper with 
an (QO). Upon ‘this, the devil gave her fixpence, 
and vanifhed wi.h the paper. 


’ That’ fince he hath appeared to her in the 
fame fhape, and did on Wednefday fen’night 


of a dog, car, and a fly like a millar, in which 
jaft he ufually fucks in the poll about four 
o'clock in the morning, and did fo January 27, 
and that it ufually is pain to her to be fo fuck’d, 


That when fhe hath a defire to do harm, the 


calls the fpirit by the name of Robin, to whom 


when he appeareth, fhe ufes thefe words, O 


fatan,. give me my purpofe. . She then tells 
him what fhe would have done. And that he 
| i fhould 


® 
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_fhould fo appear to her, was part of her contract 7 


with him. 
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That about a month ago he appearing, fhe 


defired him to torment one Elizabeth Hill, and 
thruft thorns into her flefh, which he promifed 
to do, and the next time he appeared, he toid 
her he had done it. | e 


That.a litle above a month fince this ex- 
-aminant, Alice Duke, Ann Bifhop,. and; Mary 
Penny, met about nine o’clock in the night, in the 
common near Trifter Gate, where they. met a 
man in black cloaths, with, a lictle band, to 
whom they did courtefy. and due obfervance, 
and the examinant verily believes that this was 
the devil. At that time Alice Duke brought a 
picture in wax, which was for Elizabeth Hill, 
The man in black took itrini his arms and a- 
nointed its fore head, and faid, I baptize thee 
with this oil, and ufed fome other words.. He 
was god-father, and the examinant and Ann 
Bifhop, god-mothers. They called it Elizabeth 
or Befs. Then the man in black, this exa- 
minant, Ann Bifhop, and Alice Duke ftuck 
thorns into feveral places of the neck, hands,: 
wrifts, fingers, and other parts of the faid pic- 
ture. After which they had wine, cakes, and 
roaft meat (all brought by the man in black) 
which they did eat and drink. They danced 


and 


She farther faith, that the fame perfons met 
again, at or near the fame place abotit a month 
fince, » when Ann Bihhop-brovght a ‘piéture in 
wax, which-was baptized John, ‘in ‘like’ manner, 
as the other was theiman im black was dod-father, 
vand Adice Duke, and this examinant, vod-mothers. 
As foonsas it was baptized, Ayn Bifhop, 
ftuck two thorns into the arms oof the “pi@tute, 
which was for one! Robert Newman’s ‘child tat 
Wincaunton. After they had eaten, a 
danced, and made nierry, they pr sheseaaes 


That fhe with inn Bifhop, wat Adiat spike: 
met.at.another ‘time: in the night, in a ground 
near Murnhuoll, .where, alfo met cfeveral cother 
perfons. The. devil, then ialfo othefe sinethe 
former fhape, baptized a picture’ by) the ‘name 
_of Ann, or Rachel. Hatcher. ) The’ pichure ‘one 
Duaford’s wife,brought; and fuck thorns *in it, 
/Fhen. they alfoomade merry with wine: ah Gales, 


@nd {o departed. 


rei Sei before, they are carried’ to their 
‘meetings, they anoimtitheir-foreheads and hand- 
wwrifts with an, oil the fpirit brings them, which 
{mells,raw, and then they are carriedOin a very 
fhort time, ufingthefe words as theyspafs, Thout, 
T2 tout 
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tout, a tout, tout, throughout and about.. And 


when they go off from their meetings, they 
fay, Rentum tormentum. 


That at their firft meeting, the man in black 
bids them welcome, and they all make low obey- 
fance to him, and he delivers fome wax candles 
like little torches, which they give back again 
_ at parting. When they anoint themfelves, they 
ufe a long form of words, and when they ftick 
. thorns into the picture of any they would torment, 

they fay, a pox on thee, I’ll fpitethee, 


That at every meeting, before the fpirit va- 
nifhes away, he appoints the next meeting, place 
and time, and at his departure there is a foul 
{mell. At their meeting they have ufually wine 
or good beer, cakes, meat, or the like. “They 
eat and drink really when they meet in their 
bodies, dance alfo, and have mufick. The man 
in black fits at the higher end, and Ann Bifhop 
ufually next him. He ufes fome words before 
meat, and none after; his voice is audible, but 
very low. 


They are carried fometimes in their bodies and 
cloaths, fometimes without, and as this ex- 
aminant thinks, their bodies are left behind. 
When only their fpirits are prefent, yet they 


know one another. 


When 
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When they would bewitch man, woman, 
or child, they do it fometimes by a picture made 
in wax, which the devil formally baptizeth, 
' Sometimes they have an apple, dith, {poon, . 

or other thing from their evil fpirit, which they © 
give to the party to whom they would do harm, 
Uron which they have power to burt the perfon 
who receives or eats it. Sometimes they have 
power to do mifchief by a touch or a curfe, by 
thefe they can mifchief cattle, and by curfing 
without touching; but neither without the devil’s 
leave. 


That fhe hath been at feveral general meetings 
in the night at High Common, and a common 
near Matcomb, and a place near Marnhull, and 
other places, where have met John Combes, 
John Vining, Richard Dihes, Thomas Boltter, 
Thomas Munning, James Buth, a lame man, 
Rachel King, Richard Lanmen, a woman 
called Dunford, Alice Duke, Arn Bifhop, Mary 
Penny, and Chriftopher Ellen; all which did 
obeyfance to the man in black, who was at every 
one of their meetings. Ufually they have at 
them fome picture baptized. 


The man in black fometimes plays on a pipe 
ofr Cittern, and the company dances. At latt 
the devil vanithes, and ail are carried to Bal Tn 
I 3 feveral ey 
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homes in a fhort fpace. At their parting they 
fay, a boy.! merry meet, merry part. 


-< That the reafon why fhe caufed Elizabeth 


Eiill to be the more tormented was, becaufe 


her father faid fhe was a witch. That fhe had 


feen Alice Duke’s familiar fuck her, in the fhape 


of a cat, and: Ann bifhop’s fuck her in the fhape 
of a Yat. ; 


That the never heard the ‘name of God or 
Jefus Chrift mentioned at any of their meetings. 


That Ann Bifhop, about five years and a half 
fince, did bring a picture in wax to their meet- 
ing, which was baptized by the man in black, 
and called Peter. It was for Robert ‘Newman’ S 
child in Wincaunton. 


That fome two years ago, fhe gave two apples 
to Agnes Vining, late wife of Richard Vining, 
and that fhe had one of the apples from the devil, 
who then,appeared to her, and told hery that 
apple wouki do Vining’s wife’s bufinefs. 


-* 


Taken inthe prefence of feveral grave and — 


orthodox divines, before me, 
ROBERT HUNT. 


6. Exam. William Parfon’s, rector of Stoke 


_ <Trifler, examined, tebruary 7, 1664, beforeRobert — 


Hunt | 


us 
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~ Hunt, Efq; concerning Elizabeth Style’s con- 
- feffion, faith, That he heard Style before the 
juttice of peace, at the time of her examination, 
confefs, as fhe hath done alfo to the examinant 
feveral tmes fince, that fhe was in covenant with 
the devil, that the had figned it with her blood, 
that fhe had been with the devil at feveral meet- 
ings in the night, that at one time of thefe meet- 
ings, there was brought a picture in blackith 
wax, which the devil, in the fhape of a man in 
blackih cloaths, did baptize by the name of Eliza- 
beth Hill, that the did ftick one thorn into the 
hand-wrifts of the picture, that Alice Duke ftuck 
thorns into the fame, and that Ann Bifhop and 
Mary Penny were prefent at that meeting with 
the devil. 

Taken upon oath, before me, 


ROBERT HUNT. 


n 


7. Exam. Nicholas Lambert, examined a- 
gain, January 26, 166.4, before Robert Hunt, 
Efg; concerning what happened after Styles con- 
feffion, teftifieth, That Elizaberh Style having 
been examined before the Juftice, made her.con- 
feffion, and committed to the officer: the: 

 juftice required this examinant, Wiliam Thick, 
and William Read of Bayford, to watch her, 
which they did, and this informant fitting near 
Style, by the fire, and reading in the Practice: 
of Piety, about three o’clock in the morning, 
_ there came from her head a gliftering bright fly, 
| Bae about 
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about an inch in length, which pitched at firft 4q 


in the chimney, and then vanifhed. In lefs 
than a quarter of an hour after, there appeared 
two flies more of a lefs fize, and another colour, 
which feemed to firike at this examinant’s book, 
but miffed it, the one going over, the other 
under at the fame time. He looking ftedfaftly 
then on Style, perceived her countenance to 
change, and to become very black and ghaftly, 
the fire alfo at the fame time changing ia colour ; 
whereupon the examinant, Thick and Read con- 
ceiving that her familiar was then about her, look- 
ed to her poll, and feeing her hair fhake very 
ftrangely, took itup, and thena fly, like a great 
millar, flew out from the place, and pitched on 
the table board, and then vanifhed away. Upon 
this the examinant, and the other two perfons 
looking again in Style’s poll, found it very red 
“-and like raw beef. The examinant afk’d her 
what it was that went out of her poll? the faid 
it -was a butterfly, and afk’d them why 
they had not caught it? Lambert faid, they 
could not; I think fo too, anfwered fhe. A 
little while after, the informant and the others 
looking again into her poll, found the place to 
be of its former colour. he eXaminant de- 
manded again what the fly was? She confeffed 
_ it was her familiar, and that fhe felt it tickle in 
her 
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Ber poll, and that was the ufual time when he, 
_ familiar came to her. 
Taken upon oath, before me, 


ROBERT HUNT. 


_ Alice Duke being examined likewife before 

. the fame juftice confeffed, that about eleven or 
twelve years ago, fhe entered into a compact 
with the devil, who appeared to her in the fhape 
of a man, and figned it with her blood; that 
fhe had been at feveral meetings of ys 
where was always prefent the devil, or man in 
black ; and gives much the fame account of what 
was tranfacted there, as we find in Elizabeth 
Style’s confeffion above related. 


That fhe hurt Thomas Garret’s cows, becaufe 
he refuled to write affection for her, 


That fhe hurt Thomas Conway, by putting a 
difh into his hand, which fhe had from the devil; 


fhe gave it him te give his daughter, for cood 
handfel, 


That fhe hee Dorothy, the wife of Gace 


Vining, by giving her an iron flate to put into — 
her yee box. 


That being angry with Edith, the daughter 
of Edward Watts, 


for titadipg on her foot, fhe 


curfed 
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curfed Edith with a pox on you, and after 
touched her, which hath done her much hurt, 
for which fhe is forry, 

That being provoked by Swanton’s frft wife, 
fhe did before her death curfe her with a pox on 
you, »believes the did thereby hurt her, but 
denies fhe did bewitch Mr. Swanton’s cattle. 


She faith, that when the devil doth any thing 
for her, fhe calls for him by the name of Robin, 
upon which. he appears, and when in the fhape 
of'a man, fhe can hear him {peak, but his voice 
is'very low. He promifed her, -when fhe made: 
her contract with him, that the fhouid ‘want no- 
thing; but ever fince the has wanted all things. 


Mary, the wife of Thomas Conway, ex-_ 
amined March 6, 1664, faith, that her hufband 
Thomas Conway, about a year aso, delivered 
her a hittle pewter difh, telling her he had it 
from Alice Duke, ‘for good handfel for his 
daughter, who had lately lain in. In this dith 
fhe warmed a little deer fuet and rofe, water, a- 
nointing her daughter’s nipples with it, which put 
her toextreme pain; upon which fufpecting harm 
from the difh, the put it into the'fire, which then 
prefently vanifh’d, and nothing of it could after- 
wards be found. “After, when the anointed her 
daughter's nipples with the fame deer fuet and 

. rofe 
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r rofe water, warmed in a fpoon, fhe complained © 
pot of any pain. She farther faith, chat her 
hufband, after he had received the difh from 
the hands of Alice Duke was taken ill in all his 
limbs, and held for a long time in a very ftrange 
manrer. | | 
‘Eaken upon oath, before me, 

| ROBERT HUNT. 


We might add feveral other examinations be- 
fore the fame juftice: But as they all tend to the 
{fame effect; and fearing left we fhould cloy the 

reader by giving him too much of the fame difh ; 
we fhall proceed to exhibit fome other kind of 
examples, tho’ ftill proceeding from the fame 
_ evil root of bitternefs, witchcraft. | 


~The Trial of FLorence NewrTon, 
an Irifh Witch at the Affizes at. 
Cork, September 11, 1061. | 


ELIS Florence Newton was committed to 
Youghall prifon, by the mayor of the 
town, March 24, 1661, for bewitching Mary 


Langdon, who gave evidence again{it her at 
Cork, as follows. | 


~ Mary Langdon being fworn and examined, 
what 
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what fhe had ‘to fay againft the faid Flocdiee 4 


Newton, for any practice of witchcraft upon her- 


fel’; and being bidden to look on the prifoner, 
her countenance changed pale, and fhe, was very 
fearful to look towards her, but at laft fhe did. 
And being afk’d whether fhe knew her, faid fhe 
did, and wifhed fhe never had. Reing afk’d 
how long fhe had known her, fhe faid for three 
or four years; and. that at Chriftmas laft, the 
faid Florence came to the deponent, at the hou‘e 


wf John Pyne, of Youghall, where the depo- 


nent was a fervant; and afk’d the deponent, to 
give her a piece of beef out of the powcering 
tub; and the deponent anfwering her, that 
fhe would not give away her mafter’s beef, 
Florence feemed very angry, and faid, thou 
hadft as good have given it me, and fo went 
away grumbling, a = 
_ That about a week after, the deponent going 
to the water with a pail of cloth on her head, 
fhe met the faid Florence Newton who came full 
in her face, and threw the pail off her head, 
and violently kifs’d her, and faid, Mary, I pray 
thee, let thee and I be friends; for I bear thee 
no ill will, and I pray thee do thou bear me 
home. And that fhe, the deponent, went after- 
wards home, and that within a few days after, 
fhe faw a woman with a veil over her face, ftand | 
by her bed-fide, ang? one ftanding by her like a 
little 


~ fittle old man, in filk cloaths, and that this 
man, whom fhe took to be a fpirit, drew the 
veil off from the woman’s face, and then fhe 
knew it to be Goody Newton; and that the fpirit . 
{pake to the deponent, and would have had her 
promife him to follow his advice, and the fhould 
have all things after her own heart; to which the 
fays, fhe anfwered, that fhe would have nothing 
to fay to him, for her truft was in the Lord. 


That within a month after the faid Florence 
had kiffed her, fhe, this deponent, fell very ill of 
fits or trances, which would take her on the 
fudden, in that violence, that three or four men 
could not hold her; and in her fits the would 
often be taken with vomitings, and would often vo- 
mit up needles, pins, horfe-nails, {tubs, wool],.and 
ftraw, and that very often. And being afk’d, 
whether fhe perceived at thofe times ia fhe vo- 
mited? fhe faid fhe did; for then the was not in 
fo great diftraction as in pase parts of her fits the 
was. And that a little before the beginning of 
her fits, feveral (and very many ¥) imal! Hatten 
would fall upon her as fhe went up and down, — 
and would follow her from place to place, and 
from one room to another, and would hit heron 
‘the head, fhoulders, and arms, and fall to the 
ground, and vanifth away. And that the and 
~ feveral others would fee them fal] : upon- her, and 
on ae ground, but could never take chem, 


fave 
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fave only fome few, which fhe and her mafter 


caught in their hands: amongft which one that — 


had a hole in it, the tied it (as fhe was advifed) 
with a Jeathern thong to her purfe, but it was 
vanifhed immediately, tho’ the leather continued 
tied in a full knot. | 


That in her fits fhe often faw thiseFlorence 


‘Newton, and cried out againft her for torment- 
ing of her, for fhe fays, that fhe would feveral 
times ftick pins into her arms, and fome of them 
fo faft, that a man muft pluck three or, four 
times to get out the pin, and they were ftuck 
between the fkin and the flefh. ‘That fometimes 
‘fhe fhould be removed out of her bed into an- 
other room, fometimes fhe fhould be carried to 
the top of the houfe, and laid on a board betwixt 
two follar beams, fometimes put into a cheft, 
fometimes under a parcel of wool, . fometimes 
betwixt two feather beds on which fhe ufed to lie, 
and fometimes betwixt the bed and the mat in 
ner mafter’s chamber, in the day time.. And being 
afk’d how fhe knew fhe was thus carried about 
and difpofed of, feeing in her fits fhe was in a 
violent diftra@tion? She anfwered, fhe never 
knew where fhe was, till they of the family and 
the neighbours with them, would be taking her 
out of the places whither fhe was fo carried and 
“removed. And being afk’d the reafon wherefore 
fhe cried out fo much againft the faid Florence 

Newton 
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eaart in her fits? She anfwered, becaufe the 
~ both faw her, and felt her torturing, °° -, + 
And being afked, how fhe could think it was ~ 
Florence Newton that did her this prejudice? 
She faid, firft becaufe fhe threaten’d her; then 
becaufe after fhe had kife’d her, the fell into 
thefe fits, and thac fhe both faw and felt her tor- 
menting. And, laftly, that when the people. of 
the family}. by advice of the neighbours, and con: — 
fent of the mayor, had fent for Florence Newton, 
to come to the deponent, fhe was always worle 
when_ fhe was. brought unto her, and her. fits 
more violent than at another time. And that 
after the faid Florence had been’ committed at 
Youghall, the deponent was not troubled, but 
was very well-till a little while after the faid Flo- 
rence was removed to Cork, and then the. de- 
ponent was as ill as ever before. And the mayor 
of Youghall, one Mr, Mayre, then fent to know 
whether tne faid Florence were. bolred (as the 
deponent-was told) and finding fhe was not, 
order was given to put her bolts an her ; 
which being done, the deponent faith, fhe 
was well again, and fo hath continued ever 
fince. And being afked, whether the had fach 
like fits before the faid Florence eave her the kifs, 
fhe faith, ‘fhe never had ‘any, but believes that 
with that kifs fhe bewitched her, and the rather 
-becaule fhe hath heard from Nicholas Pyne, and 
| others, 


[s 1rd 


others, that the faid Poraness had conte ag | 
~ much. 


Mary Langdon having clofed her evidence, 
Florence Newton peep’d at her, as it were be- 
twixt the heads of the byftanders that interpofed 
betwixt her and the faid Mary, and lifting up 
both her hands together, as they were manacled, 
caft them in an angry violent motion (as was feen 
and obferved by W. Afhton) towards this faid 
Mary, as if fhe intended to ftrike at her, if | 
fhe could have reach’d her, and faid, now fhe 
is down. Upon which the maid ‘fell fuddenly 
down to the ground like a ftone, and fell into 
a moft violent fit, that all the people that could 
come to lay hands on her could fearce hold her, 
fhe biting her own arms, and thrieking out in 4 
moft hideous manner, to the amazement of all the 
beholders. _ And ‘continuing fo for’ about ‘a 
quarter of an hour (the faid Florence Newton 
fitting by herfelf all that while pinching her own 
hands and arms, as was {worn by fome that 
obferved her) the maid was order’d to be taken 
out of court, and carried into a houfe. Whence 
feveral perfons after that brought word, that 
the maid was ina vomiting fit, and they brought 
in feveral crooked pins, and’ ftraws, and wool, 
in white foam like fpittle in great proportions: 
whereupon the court having taken notice, that 
the maid had faid fhe had been very well when 
| the 
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‘a ihe falta Blorence was in bolts; and ill When out 


oN i them, till they were again put on her, de- 


~ manded of the jailor if fhe was in bolts or no: 


he faid the was not, but only manacled. Upon 


which; order was given to put on her bolts: 
and on putting them on, fhe cried out fhe was 
kill’d, fhe was undone, fhe was fpoiled, why 
do you tormient me thus? and fo complaining crie- 
voufly for a quarter of an hour. And Hen cate 
in a mefienger from the maid, and informed the 
court fhe was well. At which Florence immedi- 
ately and cholerickly pronounced thefe words, 
She is not well yet. And being demanded how 
fhe knew fhe was not well? She denied 
fhe faid fo, tho? many in court. heard her 
fay the words; dnd fhe faid; if fhe did, the 
knew not what fhe faid, being old and difquieted; 
and diftracted with her fufferings. But the maid 
being reafonably come to herfelf, was, before 
the court knew any thing of it, fent out of town 
to Youghall, and fo was no farther examined 
by the court. by 


The fit of the maid being urged by the court 
with all the circumftances of it upon Florence 


to have been a continuance of her devilith prac- 


tice, fhe denied it, and likewife the motion of 
her hands, . or the faying, now fhe is down, tho’ 
the court faw the firft, and the words were fworn 
by one Roger Moor. And one Thomas Harrifon 

K fwore 
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fwore that he had obferved the faid Florence to” 

peep at her, and wfed that. motion with her . 

hands, and faw the maid immediately fall upon 
that motion, and heard the words, now fhe is 


down, . uttered. 


Nicholas Stout depofed, That he had oft tried, 
having heard it often faid, that witches could nor 
fay the Lord’s Prayer, whether fhe could fay, 
that prayer or no, and found fhe could nor. 
Whereupon fhe faid fhe could fay it, and had 
often faid it, defired the court to hear her fay 
it; they gave her leave, and four times together, 
after thefe words, give us this day our daily. 
bread, fhe continually faid, as we forgive them, 
always leaving out the words, and forgive us Our 
-trefpafles ; upon which the court appointed one 

near her to teach her thefe words fhe fo left our. 
But either fhe could not or would not fay them, 
ufing only thefe or the ike words when thefeé 
were repeated, ay, ay, trefpaffes, that’s the 
words. And_ being often prefled to utter the 
words as they were repeated to her, fhe did nor. 
And being afked the reafon, fhe faid fhe was old, 
and had a bad memory; and being afked how 


her memory ferv’d her fo well for other parts of the 


prayer, and only fail’d her for that, fhe faid the 
knew not, neither could the help it. 


John Pyne depofed, that about January laft, the 
| {aid 


ag] 


; itt Jitele ftones that v were chee. at ste 
herever fie wens, and thar he hath feen them 
‘come as if they were thrown at her ; others as if 
| they dropped on her, and that he has feen great 
quantities of them, and that they would anges 
they had hit her fall on the ground, and then 
vanith, fo that none of them could be found: 
And farther, that the maid once caught one of 
them, and he himfelf another, and one. of 
them with a hole in it, fhe tied to her purfe; 
- but it vanifh’d ina little time, but the knot of 
the leather that tied it remained unalter fos aaa hat. 
after thefe flones had thus haunted her, the fell 
into moft grievous fits, wherein the was fo vio- 
ently -diftraéted, that four men would have 
much ado to hold her, and that at the hicheft 
extremity of her fits, fhe would cry out againft 
Gammer Newton, for hurting and tormenting 
of. her. That fometimes ils. maid would bé 
-feading in the bible, and on a fudden he hath 
feen the bible ftruck out of her band, into the. 
middle of the room, and the imm ediately caft 
into a violent fit. That in her fits, he hath feen 
two bibles laid on her breaft, and in the twink ing 
of an eye, they would be caft between the two 
beds the maid lay on, fometimes threwn into the : 
middle of the room ; and that Nicholas Pyne 
held the bible in the maid’s hands fo fafk,. t that 
it being fuddenly fnatch’d away, two of ‘the i: 
leaves were torn; That in many other fits the 


maid was removed ftrangely in ihe twinkling 
of an eye, out of the bed, fometimes into the | 
bottom of a cheft with linen, under all the linen, 4 
and the linen not at all difordered, fometimes — 
between the two beds fhe lay on, fometimes 
under a parcel of wool, fometimes betwixt his bed 
and the mat of it in another room; and once 
fhe was laid on a fmall deal board, which lay on 
the top of the houfe betwixt two follar beams, 
where he was forced to rear up ladders to fetch 
her down, ‘That in her fits fhe hath often vo- 
mited up wool, pins, horfe-nails, ftraw, needles, 
and mots, with a kind of white foam or fpittle, 
and hath had feveral pins ftuck into her arms and - 
hands, that fometimes a man muft pull three or 
four times before he could pull them out; and 
fome have been ftuck between the flefh and the 
fkin, where they might perfectly be feen, but 
not taken out, nor any place feen where they 
were put in. That when the witch was brought 
into the room where fhe was, fhe would be in 
more violent and longer lafting fits than at other 
times. That all the time the witch was at li- 
berty, the maid was ill: as foon as fhe was com- 
mitted and bolted, fhe recovered and was well, 
and when the witch was removed to Cork the 
maid fell il} And thereupon the mayor of 
Youghall fent to fee if fhe was bolted, and to 
acquaint them that the maid was ill, and to de- 
fire them to bolt the witch if fhe was not fo, 

That 
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vik That ihe immediately mended, and was as brell 


as ever fhe was; and when the mefienger came 
from Cork, and told them when the witch was 


bolted, it fell out at the very time the maid a- 
mended at Youghall. 


Nicholas Pyne depofed, that the rowed night 
after the witch was in prifon, being the twenty- 
fourth of March laft, he and Jofeph Thomfon 
and Roger Hawkins, and fome others, went to 
{peak with her concerning the maid, and told ~ 
her that it was the general opinion of the town 
that fhe had bewitched her, and defired her to. 
deal freely with them, whether fhe had bewitched 
her or no. She faid the had not bewitched her, 
but it may be fhe had overlooked her, and that 
there was a great difference between bewitching 
and overlooking, and that fhe would not have 
done her any harm if fhe had not touch’d her, 
and that therefore the had kifs’d her. And the 
faid, that what mifchief fhe thought of at that 
time fhe kifs’d her, that would fall upon her, 
and fhe would not confefs but fhe had wronged 
her, and thereupon fell down upon her knees, and 
prayed God to forgive her for wronging the poor 
wench. They with’d that fhe Riahe not be. 
wholly deftroy’d by her; to which fhe faid, it 
muft be another that muft help her, and nor 
they that did the harm. And then the faid,. 
there were others, as Goody Halfpenny, and 
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Goody Dod in town, that could do thefe ere 
as well as fhe, and that it might be one of them 
that had done the maid wrong. 


That towards evenirg, the door of the prifon 
fhook, and-fhe arofe up haftily and faid, What 
makeft thou here this time a night; and there 
was a very great noifé, a$ if fomebody with bolts 
and chains had been running up and down the 
room; and they afked her what it was fhe fpoke 
to, and whatit was made the noife? and fhe faid, 
fhe faw nothing; neither did fhe fay any thing, 
and if fhe did it was fhe knew not what. But 
the next day fhe confefled it was a {pirit, and 
her familiar in the fhape of a greyhound. 


And he faid farther. That he and Mr. 
Edward Perry, and others, for tryal, took a 
tile of the prifon next the place where the witch 
Jay, and carried it to the houfe where the maid 
liv’d, and put it into the fire till it was red hot, 
and then dropped fome of the maid’s water upon 
it, and the witch was then grievoufly tormented, 
and when the water was confumed fhe was well 
again. 


And as to the ftones falling on and caft at the 
maid, as tothe maid’s fits, her removal into 
the chen, under the wool, between ‘the feather 
becs, on the top of the Ne board betwixt twa 


follar 
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ee concerning the bibles and their re- 


moves, his holding one of them in the maid’s 


hands till two of the leaves were torn out, con- 
cerning the maid’s vomiting, and calling out a- 
painft the witch, he agrees perfectly sei John 
Pyne throughout, as before. 


Edward Perry depofed, that he, Mr. Greatrix, 
and Mr. Blackwall, went to the maid, and Mr. 
Greatrix and he had read of a way to difcover 


a witch, which he would putin practice. And 


fo they fent for the witch, and fet her ona ftool, 
and a fhoemaker with a flrong awl endeavoured 
to ftick it in the ftool, bute could not till the 
third time. And then they bad her come off 
the ftool, but fhe faid fhe was very weary and 
could not ftir, Then two of them pulled her 
off, and the man went to pull ovt his awl, and 
it drapt into his hand with half an inch broke 
of of the blade of it: they all looked to 
find it where it hadtbeen fuck, but could not 
find any place where an entry had been made 
by it. .Then they took.another awl, and put 
ic into the maid’s hand, and one of them took 
the maid’s hand, and ran violently at the witch’s. 
hand with it, but could not enter it, tho’ the 


awl wasfo bent, that none of them could put 


it ftrait again. Then Mr. Blackwall took a 


launce, and launced one of her hands an inch os 
and a hal if long, and a quarter of an inch deep, ~*~ 
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butit bled not at all. Then he lau ieee the other 
hand, and then they bled. 


Ffe further faith, that after fhe was in’ prifop, 
he went with Roger Hawkins and others to dif- 
courfe with the witch about the maid, and they 
afk’d what it was fhe fpoke to the day before; 
ani alter fome denial, fhe faid it was a grey- 
hound which was her familiar, and went out at 
the window; and then the faid, if I have done 
the maid hure I am forry for it. And being 
then afked whether fhe had done her any ue, 
fhe faid fe never did bewitch her, but confeffed 
fhe overlooked her that time the kifs’d her, but 
that the could not now help her, for none could 
help that did the mifchief, but others. And 
further faith, that after the affizes at Cathall, 
he meeting with oné William Lap, and dif- 
courfing about thefe paflages with him, the faid 
Lap told the deponent, that if he would but 
take 2 tile olf the houfe near the place where the 
witch lay, and heat it red hot in the fire, and 
then take fome of the maid’s water and drop 
ypon it, that fo long as this was doing, he 
fhould find the witch moft grievoufly parieehted’? 
That afterwards he, Edward Per ry, Nicholas 
Pyne, and others, put this i in practice, and found 
that the witch was extremely tormented and 
yexed, and when the experiment was over fhe 
came to herfel€ ; and then tl ney afked her how fhe 


came 
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came to hurt the maid? She faid, that what evj] 


fhe thought againft the maid that time the kifs’d 


her, that would fall upon her, and that fhe 
could not have hurt her except fhe had touch’d 
her, and then he fell on her knees and confeffed 
fhe had wronged the maid, and defired God to 
forgive her. And then they put her upon faying 
the Lord’s Prayer, but fhe could not fay the 
words, and forgive us our trefpaffes. 


Mr. Wood, a minifter depofed, That having 
heard of the ftones dropp’d and thrown at the 
maid, and of her fits, and meeting with the 
maid’s brother, he went along with him to the 
maid, he found her in a fit, crying out againft 
Gammer Newton, that fhe pricked her and hurt 
her, And when the came to herfelf, he afked 
her, what had touched her? and the faid, 
Gammer Newton. The deponent faid, why, the 
was not there. Yes, faid fhe, I faw her by my 
bedfide. The deponent then afked her, the ori- 
ginal of all, which the related from the time of 
her begging the beef, and after kiffing, and 
fo to that time. That then they caufed the maid 
to be got up, and fent for Florence Newton, 
but fhe refufed to come, pretending fhe was fick, 
tho’ indeed it appeared fhe was very well, Then. 
the mayor of Youghall came in and {pake wirh 
‘the maid, and then fent again, and caufed Flo- 
rence Newton to be brought in, and immediately 


the maid fell into her fit far more violent, and 


three 
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three times as long as at any other time; and 
all the time the ee was in the chamber Bd 


‘the maid cried continually of being hurt here and 
there, but never named the witch; but as foon 
as fhe was removed, then fhe cried out againft 


her by the name of Gammer Newton, and this. 


for feveral times. And ftill when the witch was 
out of the chamber, the maid would defire to 
go to prayers, and he faw good affections in her 
in time. of prayer; but when the witch was 
brought in again, tho’ never fo privately, altho’ 
fhe could not poflibly, as he conceives, fee her, 
fhe would be immediately fenfelefs and like to 
be ftrangled, and fo would continue till the 
witch was taken out, and then tho’ never fo 
privately carried away, fhe would come again to 
her fenfes. That afterwards Mr. Greatrix, Mr. 
Blackwall, and fome others, who would need 
fatisfy themfelves in the influence of the witch’s 
prefence, tried it, and found it feveral times, 
Altho’ he did it with all poffible privacy, and fo 
as none could think it poffible for the maid to 
know either of the witch’s coming in or going 


out. 


Richard Mayre, mayor of Youghall depofed, 
That about the twenty-fourth of March laft, he 
fent for Florence Newton, and examined her 
about the maid, and fhe at firft denied, and 
acculed good wife Halfpenny and good wife Dod, 

but 
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Pat length, when he had caufed a boat to. be 
provided, and had thought to have tried the 
water experiment on them all three, then 
florence Newton confefied fhe had overlooked 
the maid, and done her wrong with a kifs; for 
which fhe was heartily forry, and defired God 
to forgive her. That then he likewife examined 
the other two women, Halfpenny and Dod, but 
they utterly denied it, and were content to abide 
any tryal: Whereupon he caufed both Florence, 
Halfpenny, and Dod to be carried to the maid; 
and he told her, thefe two women or one of 
them were faid by Gammer Newton to have done 
her hurt : But the anfwered, no, no; they are ho- 
ne{t women ; it is Gammer Newton that hurts me, 
and I believe fhe is not far off. ‘That then 
afterwards brought in Newton privately, and 
then fhe fell into a moft violent ft ready to be 
ftrangled, till the witch was removed, and then 
fhe was well again, and this forthree {everal times. 
He farther depofed, thatthere were three alder- 
men in Youghall, whofe children the had kifs’dyas he. 
had heard them affirm, and al! the children died 
prefently after. And tothe fending berto! ork to 
have the bolts put on, {wears as before depofed. 


. 
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~ Hitherto wehave heard the moltconfiderable evi- 
dence touching Florence Newton’s witchcraft up- 
on Mary Lanedon, for which the was committed 
to Youghall prifon, March 24, 


16513 but April 
following fhe bewitched one Dayi 


d jones to death, 


by 
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by kiffing his hand thro? the grate of the prifon, 
for which fhe was indicted at Cork affizes, andthe 
evidence is as follows: Sea 


Elenor Jones, relict of the faid David Jones, 
being fworn and examined in open court, what 
fhe knew concerning any practice of witchcraft 
by the faid Florence Newton upon the faid David 
her hufband, depofed, That in April laft, the 
faid David, her late hufband, having been out all 
the night, came home early the next morning, 
and faid to her, Where do’fl thou think I have 
been all night? To which fhe anfwered, fhe 
knew not. He replied, I and Frank Befely 
have been ftandine centinel’ over the witch all 
night. To ahicHge faid, why, what burt: is 
that? Hurt, quoth he, ‘marry, and I doubt it 
is never the better for-me, for fhe hath kifs’d 
my hand, andI have had a great pain in that 
arm, and I verily believe fhe hath hewitched 
me, if ever fhe bewitched any man, to which 


fhe an{wered, the Lord forbid! That all the 


night and continually from that time, he was 
~ reftlefs and ill, complaining exceedingly of a 
great pain in his arm for feven days together; 
and at feven days end he complained that the 
pain was come from his arm to his heart, 
and then kept his bed, night and day grievoufly 
afficted, and crying out againft Florence Newton, 
and about fourteen days after died. 

Francis 


Tracis Befely scone That about the time 
__ above- -mentioned, meeting with the faid David 
Jones, and difcourfing with him of the feveral 
reports then ftirring Suainth the faid Florence 
Newton (who was ae in prifon at Youghall, for 
bewitching Mary Langdon), Viz, That fhe had 
feveral Ber itrs reforting to her in fundry fhapes; 
the faid David Jones told him, the faid Francis 
Befely, that he had a great mind to watch her 
one night, to obferve whether he could fee any 
cats or other creatures refort to her thro’ the 
grate, as “twas fufpected they did, and defired the 
{aid Francis to go with him, which he did. And 
that when they came thither, David Jones came 
to Flerence, and told her, that he had heard fhe 
could not fay the Lord’s Prayer, to which fhe 
anfwer’d., She could. He then defired her to 
fay it; but fhe excufed herfelf by the peray of. 
her memory thro’ old age: Then David Jones 
began to teach her, but ‘the could not, or would 
not fay it, tho” often taught it. 


Upon which the faid Jones and Befely, being 


withdrawn a little from her, and difcourfing upon 
her not being able to fay this prayer, the called 
out to Jones, and faid, David, David, come 
hither, I can fay the Lord’s Prayer now. Upon 
which David went towards her, and the faid de- 
ponent would have pluck’d him back, and have 
perfuaded him not to go to her, but he would 

| not 
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not be perfuaded, but went to the erate to her, 
and fhe began to fay the Lord’s Prayer, but could — 


Bd 
not fay, forgive us Our trefpafies, fo that David 4 


again taught her, which fhe feem’d to take very 
thankfull y, and told him fhe had a great mind 
to have kifs’d him, but that the grate hinder’d, - 
but defired fhe might kifs his Hates whereupon 
he gave her his Hand thro” the erate, and fhe 
kifs’d it, and towards break of day they went 
away and parted, and foon after, he heard that 
David Jones was ill. Whereupon he went to 
vifit him two or three days after, and found him 
very ill of a pain in the arm, which he exceed- 
ingly complained of, and told the deponent, 
that ever fince he parted with him, he had been 
feized with that pain, and that the old hag had 
bewitch’d him when fhe kifs’d his hand, and 
‘that fhe had him now by the hand, and was pul- 
ling off his arm. And he faid, do you not fee 
the old hag how fhe pulls me? Well, I lay my 
death to her, fhe has bewitch’d me. And feveral 
times after, would complain that fhe had tor 
mented him, and bewitched him, and that he laid 
his death to her. And after fourteen days lan« 
euifhing he died. 


Fhe 


The Narrative of Mr. Poot, an Onives 
in the Court to Jupee ARCHER, in 
his Circuit, concerning the Gea 
of Juuran Cox, for Witchcraft. 


Ulian Cox, aged abate 70, was indicted at - 
Taunton in Somerfetfhire, at the fummer 
aflizes, 1663, before Judge Archer, for witch- 
craft, which fhe practifed on a young maid, 
whereby her body languifhed, and was impaired 
of health, by reafon of ftrange fits on account 
_ of the faid witchcraft, ‘ 
The evidence againft her was divided into two 
branches: Firft, to prove her a witch in general ; 
fecondly, to prove her guilty of the witchcrafe 
contained in the indictment. | 


For proof of the firft particular: The. firft 
witnefs was a huntf{man, who {wore that he went 
out with a pack of hounds to hunt a hare, and 
not far from Julian Cox’s houfe, he at laft ftarted 
a hare. The dogs hunted her very clofe, and 
the third ring hunted her in view, till ac laft the 
hunt{man perceiving the hare iat fpeat, and 
making towards a gréat bufh, he ran on the other 
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fide of the bufh to take her up, and preferve hef 


from the dogs ; but as foon as he had laid hancs 
on her, it proved to be Julian Cox, who hadher 


head grovelling on the ground, and her globes 
(as he exprefs’d it) upwards. He knowing her; 
was {fo affrighted that his hair ftood an end ; and 
yet fpake to her, and afk’d her what brought her 
there? But fhe was fo out. of breath, that the 
could not make him any.aniwer. . His dogs alfo 
came up with full cry to recover their game, and 
{melt at her, and fo left off hunting any farther. 
And the huntfman with his dogs went home pre- 
teatly fadly affrighted. 


Secondly, another witnefs {wore, that as he 
pafled by Cox’s door, fhe was taking a pipe of 
tobacco on the threfhold of her door; and invited 
him to come in and take a pipe, which he did ; 
and as he was {moaking, Julian faid to him, 
neighbour, look what a pretty thing there is: 
He look’d down, and there was a monftrous 
great toad between his legs, ftaring him in the 
face. He endeavour’d to kill it by fpurning it, 
but could not hit it. Whereupon Julian bade him 
forbear, and it would do him no hurt; but he 
threw down his pipe and went home (which was 
about two miles off) and told his family what had 
happen’d, and that he believed it was one of 
Julian Cox’s devils. 


After; 
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; Afters. he was taking a pipe of tobacto at 
home, and the fame toad appear’d betwixt his 
“legs. He took, the toad out to kill it, and to 
his thinking, cut it into feveral pieces; but re- 
turning to his pipe, the toad, ftill appeared. He» 
endeavour’d to burn it, but could not. At length 
he took a fwitch and beat it; the toad ran feve- 
ral times about the room to:avoid him; he ftill 
purfuing it with correction; at length the toad 
cried, and vanifhed, and he was never after 
troubled with it. 


Thirdly, another fwore, that Julian pafs’d by. 
his yard while his beafts were in milking, and 
{tooping down fcored'on the ground oe fome 
fmall time; during which time his. cattle ran 
mad, fome run their heads againft the trees, 
and moft of them died fpeedily. Whereupon | 
concluding. they were bewitched, he was after 
advifed to this experiment, to find out the witchs 
viz. to cut off the ears of the bewitch’d beafts, 
and burn them, and that the witch fhould be in 


mifery, and could not reft till they were pluck’d - 


out; which he tried, and while they were burn- 
ing, Julian Cox’ came into the houfe, raging and 
{colding, that they had abufed her without caufe, 
but fhe went prefently to the fire, and took out 
the ears that were burning, and then fhe was 
quiet. 


L. Feurthly, 
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Fourthly, another witnefs fwore, that the had 


feen Julian Cox fly into her own chamber window, 


in her full proportion, that the very well knew 
her, and was fure it was fhe. 

Fifthly; another evidence wasithe confefion’ 
of Julian Cox herfelf, on het éxatnination’ before 
a jultice of peace; which was ‘to: this ‘purpofe * 
That fhe had been often tempted by the devil, 
but ‘never. confented: ‘That one ‘evening fhe 
walk’d out about a’ mile*frem! her ownl*houfe,. 
and there came riding towards her threé ‘perfons 
upon three broom ftaves, borne up about a yard 
and ‘a half from the ground ; two ‘of ther: fhe 
formerly knew, who were a-witeh ‘and’ a wizard 
that were hahe’d for wittheraft feveral hyears) be-- 
foré.° THe: third perfon fie knew not; he came: 
in the fhape ofa black’ man, and ‘tempted. her 
to give him her’ foul, orto that effect, and to. 
exprefs it by pricking her! finger,’ and. giving 
her name in blood in token of it, and told: her; 
That the had revenge againft feveral perfons that 
had wrong’d her, Bue could not brin® her purpofe 
to pafs without his help; and'that upon the terms 
aforefaid he would affift her tobe revenged againft 
them; but fhe faid, fhe did nor cenfent ‘to. it. 
This was the fum of the general Erieeeeh, to prove 
her a a witch. 


% 


But now for the fecond particular, to prove 


her | 
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her guilty of the witchcraft upon the miaid, 
whereof fhe was indigted, this, evidence. was 
offer’d. 


Tt was prov’d that Julian Cox came for an 
alms to the houfe where this maid was.a:fervant, 
and that the maid told her, fhe fhould have nones, 
and gave her a crofs anfwer that difpleafed Ju- 
lian ; whereupon Julian was angry, and told the 
Pinel fhe fhould repent it before night, and fo 
fhe did ; for before night the was taken with a 


convulfion fir, and that after that lefe palebes HS 


faw Julian Cox; following her, and cried out to 
the people. of the houfe to fave her from Ju- 
lian, Sea ; 


hae Goiie faw fhe a maid, and all 


did impute it to her imagination only. And in 
the night: fhe cried out of Julian Cox, and the 
black man, that they came upon her bed, and 
tempted her to drink fomething they offer’d 
her; but fhé cried out, ‘fhe defied the devil’s 
drenches, This alfo. they imputed to her ima- 
gination, and bade her: be quiet, becaufe they in 


the fame chamber with her did not fee or hear- 


any thing; and they thought it had been her 
conceit only. 


The maid the next night expecting the fame 
gon flict fhe had the night before, took up with. 
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her a atte. “ane laid it at her bed’s head. bout 
the fame time of the night as before, Julian and 
the black man came again upon the maid’s bed, 
and tempted her to drink that which they brought, 
but ‘fhe ‘refufed, -crying, in the audience of “the 
reft of the family, ‘That fhe defied the devil’s 

drenches, and took the knife and ftabb’d Julian, 
“and, as fhe faid, wounded her in the leg, and 
was importtinate with the witnefs to ride'to Jue 
lian Cox’s houfe prefently- to- fee if it ‘was not fo. 
The witnefs went and took’ the Knife with him, 
Julian Cox would not let him in, but they fore’d 
‘the door open, and found a frefh’ wound | in Ju- 
Hian’s leg, as the maid had’ faid, which did fuit . 
with me. knife, and Julian had been juft dreffing 
it when the witnefs came. There was blood alfo 
found Been, the maid’s bed. | 


The’ next- morning the maid continued her 
outcries, that Julian Cox appear’d to her. on the 
houfe-wall, and offer’d her great pins, “which 
the was forc’d to fwallow. And all the day the 
maid was obferv’d to. convey her hand to the 
houfe-wall, and from the wall to her mouth, 
and fhe feem’d by the motion of her mouth, as 
if fhe did eat fomething ; but none faw any, thing 
but the maid, and therefore thought ftill it might 
be her fancy, and did not nel mind it. But 
towards night this maid began to be very ill, 
and complain’d, that the pins that Julian forc’d 

her 
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her to eat out of the wall, did torment her in 
all parts of her body fo that fhe could not. endure 
it, and made lamentable ‘outcries thro’ pain, 
whereupon, feveral perfons being prefent, the 
maid was undrefs’d, and in feveral parts of her 
body feveral great {wellings appeared, and out 
of the heads of the fwellings, feveral pins points 
appeared which the Witnate took out; and upon 
the trial there were about thirty great pins pro- 
due’d, which I myfelf handled, all which were 
fworn to by feveral witneffes, that they were taken 
out of the maid’s body, in manner aforefaid. 


Judge Archer who tried the prifoner, told 
the jury, That he had heard that a witch could 
not repeat that petition in the Lord’s Prayer, 
and lead us not into temptation, and having 
this occafion, he would try the experiment, mad o 
told the jury, that whether fhe could or could 
not they were not in the leaft meafure to guide’ 
their verdict according to it, becaufe it was not. 
‘legal evidence, but that they muft be guided in 
their verdi by the former evidences given in 
upon oath only. 


he prifoner was papa for up.to the next bar 
to the court, and demanded if the could fay the 
Lord’s Prayer? She faid dhe could, asd -went 
over the prayer readily, till fhe came to chat pe- 
tition ; thea, fhe faid, aud lead us iato tempration, 
L os or, . 
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or, lead us not intono. temptation; but ‘could 
not fay, and lead us’ not into temptation, tho? ‘ 


fhe was directed to fay it after one that repeated 
it to her diftinctly ; but fhe could not repeat it 


otherwife than is exprefs’d already, tho’ they’ 
tried to doit near half a fcore times in open 


court, 


After all which, the jury found her guilty, and 


judgment having been given upon her, fhe was 


- executed without any confeffion of the fact. 


4 


The Pofiefled ; or, the Demoniac 
| of Surrey. 


AHE hiftory of this ftrange affair, is con- 


tained in the ‘following teftimonies and. 


informations, upon oath, of feveral perfons, vo- 


luntarily offer’d, concerning Richard Dugdale, of 


Whalley, in Lancathire, gardener ; taken before 
Fiugh Lord Willoughby, and Ralph Egerton, 


Efquites, juftices for the faid county, at Hol- 
comb, July 29, 1695. 


) Eom as Dugdale, father of the faid Richard 
‘Dugdale, »maketh oath, that he confulted one 


Crabtree im behalf of his {aid fon, then’under a 


i ~ fitange diftemper, and had ‘his anfwer, that ‘if 
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Pehere was. money enough pike githe Fee oe 
cure 5. whereupon the, faid deponent. feeing his 
fon’s body. much weaken’d with. the faid Gene 
tree’s. uphyfic, and his fits more violent, applied 
himfelf to Mr. Jolly, a neighbouring minifter,. 
and others of his brethren in the miniftry. And. 
this deponent fays, he hath feen his fon vomit 
up {tones feveral times, and other things. Once. 
he declared,. he _maft either vomit up gold, 
Giver, or brafs rings, and hair-buttons, and ac- 
cordingly did fo. At other times he vomited 
great ftones, alfo blue ftones like flints. 


One. time he vomited a {tone an meh and a 

half long, and an inch and a half broad, having 

_ blood upon the edges, which this deponent and 

others ftanding by him, apprehended to be pain- 
ful to him. 


And further this deponent maketh oath, That 
one day a little before night, walking by his 
faid fon then ina fit, it growing dark. a candle 
being brought in, the deponent locking upon 
bim, there was a ¢ great {tone laid upon his belly, 
weighing about twelve or thirteen pounds, this 
deponent not Knowing: how it came there, nor | 
were there any fuch-like ftones about the houfe. 
Befides, ftones have been thrown’ at the, barns. 
fide,, falling very thick upon the door,’ yet this 
deponent could never difcover the han: that 
To4. threw 
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threw them, nor any perfon employ’d: therein, 
altho’ this deponent’s wife was hit with one of 
them but without any hurt. At other times 
the faid Richard Dugdale would caft geefe dung 
at this deponent, and others ftanding by, which 
he feemed to fetch out of the barn- fide; ; altho’ 
neither this deponent, nor thofe that’ were with 
him could find any there, nor difcover any one 
that brought it, nor were there any geefe kept 
at the houfe, nor other geefe came near it. And 
laftly, this deponent faith, That his fon would 
run upon his. hands and feet together, as faft as 
moft men could run upon their feet alone, and 
his body would be fometimes fo heavy, that 
two or three ftrong men could hardly lift him 
up; and at other times as light as a bag of 
feathers. 


John Walmfly of Harwood, in the faid county 
of Lancafter, fadler, depofes, That he hath feen 
the faid Richard Dugdale in a, fit, held in a 
chair by ix men. And whilft his feet were off 
the oround, he hath leaped. up in the chair for 
two'or three hours together, as faft as a man can 
ordinarily count any thing: and hath fo fweated 
thro’ his cloaths, that it hie {tood like a dew 
upon them, Moreover, this deponent hath taken 
the faid Richard Dugdale by the fhoe, betwixt 
this deponent’s fore-finger and thumb, another 
taking him at his head, and fo lifting him up, 

this 
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this deponent could not think he weighed fix 
eee 


And further this wradsinent fays, That Mr. Jolly 
the minifter, fending word by him to the faid 
Richard’s father, erie the minifters would be at 
his houfe, called Surrey, on fuch a day, this 
deponent going the fame day he was fpoken to 
with his errand, the faid Richard declared it 
before this deponent mention’d it; as likewife 
what minifters would be there. 

And further, this deponent upon his oath faith, 
That the faid Richard Dugdale in fome of his 
fits, opening his hand, bath rece'ved written 
papers into it, none of the by-ftanders knowing 
how they came thither, which the faid Richard 
Dugdale hath given people about him. Alfo 
the faid deponent hath feen him fhuffle ruthes 
like cards, and play games on them, as tho’ 
he had been playing with fome other perfon 
- with whom he had chid about the cafts, curfing © 
and {wearing about his play, faying, Do not 
gamefters thus ? He likewile play’! with rufhes 
as if they had been dice, and ufing exaétly fveral 
expreffions, faying, People think this is laid. 
upon me for my fins, but I never was a gamefter 
in my life, neither know I how to play at fuch 
garnes when out of my fits. And the faid 
pected Dugdale ‘did likewife play at bowls, 

making 
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making bowls oF ruthes ; and when he uaa 
thrown the jack, he faid, I muft now throw my 
gill; then running a good way; as if he. had 
been running after a bowl, f{wearing, run, run; 


fiee, flee, hold a biafs ; and fometimes he catched. 


up rufhes, as if they had. been bowls, {wearing, 
firrah, ftand out.of the way, er Pll knock out 


your brains; adding, I never was a bowler: 


But don’t gentlemen do thus? 


And this deponent fays, That the faid Richard 
Dugdale had feveral. fits, after being threaten’d 
with his being brought before a juftice of peace. 
Once being in his laft fit, when this deponent 
was prefent, he declared his fit was. thro’ obfef- 
fion, and in a. combination,. which fhould never 
be difcover’d whilft the worla endured. And 
this deponent hath feen him in a great fit, as 
in a great agony with fomething he could not 
fee, and they hath been. taken up and thrown 
backwards fet upon his head, and fo ftood till 
he was pulled down by one John Fletcher. As 
alfo this deponent hath heard him curfe~ and 
iwear, his gefture. being fo terrible, it. would 
have frighted a’ man to come near him,.and 


yet in a.moment’s time after, in fuch a fear that . 


he fought to creep into any.hole, or behind any 
body to.have hid himfelf, and fo lamented him- 
felf, as moved the ftanders- by with great com- 


paffion. He would at other times have told | 


when 
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when his fits would begin, ait tt he had two or 
three in one day, or three or four days afunder, 
wherein he was never difproved, that-he. knew 
of, wh ich fits commonly began - in the calf of 
his leg, and‘ wrotight upwards j into the cheft of. 
his Bit, and rien he was thrown down, where. 
he would lie for a 200d: while as ‘dead, or breath- 
lefs, and then outa! have a firange noife in. 
his mouth and nofe, and there would to his ap-. 
prehenfion, be fomething like whelps i in his bo- 
fom before he rofe, after which fometimes he 
would be very furious, fometimes more quiet, | | 


John Livefy, of Clayton, in the county of 
Lancafter, maketh oath, That he the deponent 
being at home with him, the faid Richard Dug- 
dale, he curfed and fwore, making ‘anfwer to 
fomething at the window that he could not fee, 
whom he called Nicholas, faying, he would go 
with him. And this deponent being with him 
at the chapel-door, he then being in a trance, 
this deponent obferved there would be fuch noife 
in his breaft, as went in chorus with the people’s | 
voices, finging, or tuning as they did, and cea- 
fing when they ceafed ; and whilft his eyes were 
clofe fhut, he told a woman fhe had a pipe in 
her pocket, which proved yet true. | 


Alfo. this Hocsinoti hath feen him’ run‘ over 
three or four ftiles with his eyes clofed, and hath 
heard his voice as.in his ordinary difcourfe,when 

the 
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the deponent hath been above a mile diftant 
from him. 


‘Nathaniel Waddington, of Altham, in the 
county of Lancafter, hufbandman, upon his oath 
faith, That he hath carried the {aid Richard 
Dugdale in one of his fits, for the fpace of eight 
roods, that at the beginning of fome of his fits 
he would be as light as a feather-bolfter, but 
before he came out, heavier than a load of corn. 
That fometimes this deponent hath taken him 
off the ground by his buttons with one hand, 
and to this deponent’s thinking, he hath weigh’d 
but twenty pounds. And further this deponent 
faith, That in fome of his fits. a {welling as 
big as a man’s hand in one of his legs, moved 
towards his knee, that in fome of his fits he 
had more ftrength than fix ftrong men. 


John Darrell, of Wifmall, in the county of 
Lancafter, hufbandman, maketh oath, That 
he hath feen the faid Richard Dugdale dance 
upon his knees, without touching the ground 
with his toes, with his body bowed forward, 
and that for the {pace of a quarter of an hour, 
with as much aétivity, as if he had been upon 
his feet. And alfo feen him dance upon his 
toes, quickly changing to dance upon his knees, 
and fo hath leaped up again upon his feet, and 
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hath feen him in his fits, have motions. al dan- 
cing antickly, kept down in a chair. 


William. Seller, of Pendleton, in the county vat 
Lancatter, hufbandman, maketh oath, That he 
heard the faid Richard. Dugdale in his fits, utter 
words which this deponent underftood not; in 
one of which fits, twelve men could not. hold 
him, but with eafe they could throw them a good 
diftance from him. And another time,.. the 
deponent being told by Mr. Jolly, he expected 
the faid Richard Dugdale would have a. fit 
about feven o’clock next morning, wifhing he 
would fee the faid Dugdale, giving this aeoraene 
five fhillings for him. But before this deponent 
could come up to the faid Richard Dugdale he 
faid here is a. man will bring money to-day, and 
fell a leaping and dancing in the barn, as a token 
of joy; but after awhile, feeming to be dif- 
pleas’d with fomething, he. faid, Dick, Dick, 
thou fhalt have meat enough ; and not long after 
this, fell down as dead, and ina little cine ined 
on his back, and feem’d to fall to doting; at 
which time this deponent, with Richard Dugdale 
his uncle, lifted him up twice, and found him 
as light as a hat or a walking-cane. And when 
he was fenfible, this Henonert demanded of him 
the occafion of his diftemper, and whether he 
had not made fome contract with the devil ? He 
anfwerd, would you have me to lie? This de- 


Donent 


[ 222 ] 
ponent alfo maketh oath, That at a meeting at 
one William Waddineton’s houfe in Althamy 
the faid Richard Dugdale made-fuch a noife, as 
terrified feveral people, infomuch that they 
Jefe. the houfe ; and at the fame time this de- 
ponent heard two diftin® voices at ‘once come 
from him. the’ faid Dugdale, ‘the one being a 
very hideous noife, which running thro’ the 
croud, put fome' people into HidriBle trembling, 


fo that fome of them faid, epey thought: tie 


devil went out tof him. 


” Lawrence uber of pritadbat in the | 
couiity of ‘Laneafter, ‘woollen weaver,’ depofeth, 
and faith uponi-oath, ‘That he heard one’ of’ the | 
thinifters there’ ptefent, and: the devil, as he fup- 
pofeth, in the faid Richard Dugdale, talk ‘one 
to another. One paffage this deponent well ré= - 
members, viz. The’ minifter’ faid, “fatan, thow 
haft + made a: ttial’ both of heaven and ‘hell; which’ 
of them likett thou bet? ‘To which an anfwet 
was given by fatan (as this deponent fuppofed) 
faying hell “is ‘my palace and paradite, where 
Til bring thee fhortly. Upon ‘which the faid 
Richard ‘Dugdale hhiveray as if one joint would 
have fallen from another; ‘and’ many other 
fayings could this Sadek ae report, if he was 
required. | ce 


Thomas Booth, of Hay-houfe, in the county 
: c ! of 
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of Lancafter, carpenter, maketh oath, That-he 
heard feveral voices coming from the faid Richard 
Dugdale, his lips not moving, and his tongue 
appearing to be ftrangely rolled in a lump, and 
his eye-balls turned inwards, at the. time when 
the feveral voices came from him. And further, 
this deponent faith, That in the time of | his fits, 
_ the faid Richard Dugdale was of an exceeding 
lightnefs, and again. of an extraordinary heavi,. 
nefs, fometimes as light, as a chip, and again 
as heavy as a horfe, and all in one and the fame 
Doce 


James Abbot, of Whitberk, in ‘the county of 
Lancafter, declares, That he went on purpofe 
to fee the faid Richard Dugdale. at Surrey, the 
place of his abode, having no acquaintance with, 
him, nor had he any. knowledge of this infor-. 
mant, as this informant verily believeth. When. 
this’ informant came, the faid Richard Dugdale 
being in one of his faid fits, faid, Abbot, thou.» 
thinkeft nobody knows thee ; but, I know thee, 
well enough; thou muft go into Chethire and 
Staffordfhire ; when, as this informant fays, he 
had not fo much as a defign of fuch a journey 
to his remembrance, but accordingly it happen’d, 
that ‘this informant went that journey foon af- 
terwards. | | 


William Livefay, of Whalley, in the county 
” of 


ome Sl 

of Lancafter, fhoemaker, informs, That he being 
in Whalley, defired feveral! young men to go 
with him to Surrey (above half a mile diftant) 
but they refufed. When the informant came 
to the barny where the faid Richard Dugdale 
was, the faid Dugdale told this informant, that 
he had defired feveral perfons to come along 
with him, bat they had denied him, naming 
Ned Dean in particular. And he further in- 
formeth, that the faid Richard Dugdale, on his 
feet, three yards from the wall of the barn, was 
as foon as he could turn himfelf, fet ftraight 
upon his head, and was as itiff as a tree. 


~ John Fletcher, of Harwood, in the county 
of Lancafter, hufbandman, declares, that he 
hath feen the faid Richard Dugdale in many of 
his fits, wherein he hath barked like a maftiff 
dog, being then as. ftrong as ten men, For 
this informant hath been of the-ten that have. 
had undertaken to hold him, — Alfo that this in-. 
formant one time found him in the river. of 
Calder up to the neck in water, crying out, and 
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faying, Wilt thou drown me? ftriking at the 
{ame time upon the water with two fticks ; where- 
upon this informant, with the help of others, by. 
a rope, drew him out of the water. The faid 
Duedale being then in a dumb fit, which began 
in the water, and continued near four hours after. 
And further, this informant faith, he found ir 
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the barn where the faid Richard Dugdale lay, 4 
round hole in the hay like a hen’s nett, wherein 
were feven .ftones laid together. And this in- 
formant hath.takeni 1 up feveral ftones caft by the 
faid Dugdale, running upon his hands and feet; 
barking and hpiling, And the faid Dugdale 
being fat down, he hath feen him feveral times, 
thrown, five. or fix. yards from. the place: He 
further {ays : Iwas one nightin bed with the 
faid Dugdale;, and-I felt fomething ¢ come up. to- 
wards my knees; then I felt it creep up till it 
came’towards my heart;.and it was. about the . 
bignefs of a little dow or cat, and jit flipped thro’ 
my hands as if it Ld been a foig ; ; and when we 
were in bed: there hath yery often been fomething 
in bed: knattering, as tho’ there had been micé 
or rats, and we fearched the bed, but it.was not 
‘harmed, and things have feemed to our think- 
ing to have fallen in the houfe; . as if all had been 
pegiars yet in the morning nothing ftirred ; and 
one fabbath-day there was a knife length-ways in 
his mouth, none knowing how it came there; 


where it was held fo very Fatt, that | with much 


ado pulled it out; and afked the company whe- - 
ther any of them wanted a knife ? They all faid, 
no, till one Jeremy Webfter, who was newly 
come‘in, faid, I had one when I came in, and I 
think he cannot have got it out of my pocket ; 
but he finding nochiag but a fheath in his poc- 
, ais claimed the knife, and it was certaialy his, 
| ME | Id 
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Fle further fays, that when the faid’ Richard 
Dugdale was ina fit, about five o’clock in the 
night, John Hindle pricked a large pin in ‘his 
feet, and he neither ftirred for compl lairfed at 
all. Befides, in one of his fits I heard ‘him téll, 
that he muft vomit a ‘hair button, and ‘a eurtain- 
ring, which ] faw him do within an ‘Rour. 
have feen him for a quarter of an hour together 
dance upon his knees, with as’ much Aerie 45 
any one on their feet. 


. Nathaniel Waddington teftifies, firft, That he 
hath feen Richard Dugdale gallop round ‘the 
“barn feveral times together , and heard him whin- 
nying much like a haite: and making a noife as 
“Gf a horfe had been eating provender. Secondly, 
“that he told things in bis fits, which neither he 
nor any could by lawful art. As one time the 
faid Nathaniel Waddington, and his neighbour 
Jofeph Hargreaves, going to Surrey, to fee 
Richard Dugdale, they called at the houfe of a 
neighbour of theirs, to defire the mafter to go 
with them ; but a relation’s averfenefs prevented 
him. Richard was in a fit at the fame time, and 
. fpoke it before a great-number of people, that 
Nathaniel Waddington, and Jofeph Hargreaves 
were coming; that they called on fuch a one 
whom he named, and told further, that Good- 
man’s wife hinder’d him; and the circumftances 
of things were fuch, that Richard Dugdale y 


could 


ay 
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could. have no intelligence; . and, his relation, 
fo particular, that it. could mot be an uncerttairi 
_ guels. 


Further, chat a certain perfon going to fee 
Richard Dugdale, took fome bafaatis ag: a piece; 
or fome pieces of gold, on purpofe; as the perfon 
faid, ‘to ery whether Richard Dugdale could dif- 
cover it. Soon after the patty caine to Surrey, 
the relater faw the perfon ftanding upon a feat 
to take a fuller view of Dugdale in? his ~ fit: 
Dugdale. immediately treated, her very rudely; 
difcover’d the bifcuit;. and faid;. ’ll play. at 
cards with thee for thofe guineas in. thy pocket, 
&G.9 sb hefs words the relater heard. Richard 
Dugdale fpeak in jhis fit. And further, John 
Fielding, joiner, related.in the bearing of the 
faid . Nathaniel Waddimgton; that. che de faid 
" John Fielding was worlsing.at his calling, above 

thirty. miles iiliacia from. Sarrey 3 >and that 
Richard Dugdale in one of his firs faid,. John 
Fielding is this day at fuch a’ place. working, 
and named the piece of work:;he had-in hand ar 
that time, “Phe faid John Fielding coming over 
to fee his relations, feveral pésfons3 who heard 
Dugdale fpeak thefe words; and relate fuch 
ftrangé circumftances, came to the faid John 
Fielding to know wherher it, was true; this. he, 
acknowledged, ‘being much furprifed at their 
elation. ‘“Fhirdly, That he afked.this Richard 
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Dugdale when he came out of ‘his fits, whether 
he could give an account of any of thofe things 
which paffed in the fit; thishe denied; yet once 
related a ftrange paflage; that in his fit he 
thought he had the diftint fight of a perfon, 
and told the pofture he thought’ he faw him in, 
and the place where, many thiles from the place 
where Richard had his fit. Which things. con- 
cerning that perfon, were found true upon inquiry. 


He further teftifes, That ‘the faid Richard 


Duedale in his fits would fometimes pretend that . 


a good fpirit was in him, and then would ina 
féne difcourfe fpeak againft feveral fins, viz. 


aankie! gaming, &c. bringing feveral fimilar 


texts of fcripture, naming Hoa. phaprerl vere, 
either whole or part, as much as was pertinent. 
Mr. John Grimfhaw examined the places, and 
found them true; and that Richard Dugdale in 
his difcourfe would ufe many pretty fimilitudes. 


To thefe teftimonials we could have added 
many others, given in upon oath, information, 
or voluntary declaration, who heard or faw what 
was faid and done by this unhappy demoniac in 
his fits; but as thefe teftimonies are little more 
than a confirmation or repetition of the parti- 


‘ culars before mentioned, we fhall not take up” 
the reader’s time with a recital of them; except 


only fome few in confirmation of the whole. ‘The 
firft 


a. 
—— 
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firft is an atteftation given under +e hands of 
fome minifters,.thus.:. as 


We. whofe names are.fubfcribed, being .mi- 
nifters of the gofpel, having read or heard the 
affidavits and depofitions taken before the right 
honourable Hugh-Lard Willoughby, and Ralph 
Egerton, Efq; two .of his Majefty’s juitices of 
the peace, for the county Palatine of Lancafter, 
concerning one.Richard Dugdale. of Surrey, in 
the parith, of Whalley, do verily believe the truth 


of the fame, and that. the ftrange fits of the faid 


Augutt 6, John Crompton, 


Dugdale were by.a diabolical power, 

Givenat ¢Tho. Crompton, Samuel Angier, 
Blackburn, } Peter Afpinwall, Nat. Haywood, 
Samuel Eaton, 
Nat. Scholes. 


ee John Patt, 


I do ribeatiy teftify'(as' many more will, 4f there 
be occafion) from my own obfervation as an eye 
and ear-witnels, at the meetings concerning 
Richard Dugdale, that I verily believe, he was 
then under a diabolical poffeffion, or obfeffion. I 
do alfo teftify, That he is now delivered from that 
fupernatural malady; and that no other probable 
means of his deliverance may be affigned, but 
the word of God, and prayer with fafting 5 which 
fpiritual means were made ufe of by feveral mi-_ 
nifters with great faithfulnefs and diligence, for a 
confiderable time together, | 

Witnefs my hand, June ro, 1695, 

ROBERT WHIT EKAKER, ‘Phyfician, 
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Rrewarp DuGpaAL e's Certificate, 
“Ja y to, 1095. 


Reicha Duedale, fon of Thomas Dugdale, 

near Whalley, in Lancathire, Gardener , dé 
certi'y all to whom this may come, That my 
former ftrange fits, were not any of them by 
any cheat, or art of man, «that I know of, but, 
as 1 do verily believe, were ‘caufed by the devil; 
from whom, and from my’ terrible fits, I do 
verily” ‘believe my ‘body was cleared, thro’ the 
minifter’ s prayers, at or about luady-Day, 1690. 
After which: f never had any more fuch fits ; 
whereupon I went and took fome phyfick for 
the clearing of my body from any ill humours, 
it might have gotten by my faid fits. , 
| | “Winsieds my hand, 


| RICHARD DUGDALE. 
7 Signed 3 in the prefence of 


JAMES GREGSON, 
THOMAS JOLLY. 


Having given this laree pth of the dia- 
bolical, poifefion of this unhappy youth, the 
various ways by which it operated upon him, 
and the manner of his deliverance from it; it 
may be expecied we fhould fay fomething of the 
origin al of this {uptrnatural diforder, and how 


‘ he 
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he came at firft fubjeCted, to it. This we are en-. 
abled to do. from his own confeffion, which is as. . 
follows: ory eer | 


The faid Richard Dugdale fays, That he, 
was in health of body.and mind, at the. age of. 
eighteen years or thereabouts. That about the 
nineteenth year he, was.a hired fervant with 
‘Fhomas Lifter, of Arnold’s-bigging, in the county 
of York, Efg; and begging leave of his faid. 
mafter to go to a rufh-bearing at Whalley, and 
being in drink at Whalley, he fell out witha 
man, and fought abundantly that night about 
dancing, That afterwards he went to his father’s 
houfe. The day after, he went from his father’s 
houfe to Arnold’s-bigeing, and on the road 
being troubled in mind, he thought he faw. fe- 
veral apparitions, but could not tell the re- 
femblance thereof... The day afterwards, he 
went to make hay, and found himfelf clogged 
with fome heavinefs, fo that he could not 
work or ftoop, and from thence he went toa well 
about a field’s breadth from the hall aforefaid, 
and faw:agallon pail ftanding at the well; and 
that he laid himfelf down to drink at the well; 
and as he was drinking there came up to him a 
neighbouring woman of good repute, and advifed 
him not to drink fo much water, but rather go 
up to the hall, and get drink, telling him that fo 
much water was enough to ruin him; he took 
her advice, went up tothe hall, and got fome 
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drink from the ‘cook maid, and then went*up 
snto his chamber, and being after fome time laid 
down ypen the bed, the chamber door opened of 
itfelf, as he thought, and there app neared fome- 
thing like a fmoak or milf, which prefently va- 
nifhed, and afterwards there came partly a fear 
ppon him. Immediately after, he thought there 
came to him, the I;kenefs of a hard favour’d 
man, who, at that time, he thought had been 
one Hindle, a fellow-fervant, whofe hair feemed 
to be: clipped clofe to his ears, and lay very’ 
heavy upon his breaft, fo that he afked “him 
what he would do with him? and fuddenly after . 
fpeaking, he thought the vifion turned into the 
likenefs of ainaked’ child; he thought he. got 
hold’ of the naked child by the knee, and that 
the child | turned into the likenefS of a filmer, 
and went away with a fhrill {chreak. All this 
was done when he was awe tke. as he’ is now, to 
his thinking. ‘Immediately after this, he fays, 
he ‘was very troublefome,: fo that: two women 
could fearce hold him, - and that he‘raved of one 
Dr. Chew, and defired a woman to fend for. his 
uncle to go with him to the faid doctor, who 
was the fir and i phyfician he had “phyfic 
from. 


This is the: account Dugdale gives of the 
commencement of ‘his diforder; silat followed 
has been already feen. We fhall now proceed to 

ees cts give 
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give a Narrative of an affair more extraordinary 
and Asi than sel thing that has been. aja 
related. | 


~ 


An Account | of ffi biden | in 
Swepen, in the Years 1669, 
1670, &c. “in Relation to fome 


‘Petfons that were accufed, tried _ 


and executed for Witchcraft: rages be as 
gether with the extraordinary Cafe 
of a Boy at Maturog, in CHANEN. 
Done from the Hicu Durcu, by 
ANTHONY Horweck, Da acns 


4 R. Horneck in his. introduction to this 
| J narrative acquaints his readers, that the 
naiaets here related wrought fo great a contter- 
nation, not only upon the natives, but ftrangers 
too, that the Heer Chriftian Rumpf, then re- 
fident- from the States General at Stockholm, 
thought himfelf obliged to fend away his 
little fon for Holland, left he fhould be endan- 

er’d by thefe villainous practices, which fecm’d 
to threaten all the inhabitants of the kingcom. 
Ane a friend of mine, adds the doctor, being 
then 


[ 234. fj 


then in Holfteia; remembers very well, that the 


. Duke of Holftein fent.an-exprefs to. the king of 


Sweden to know the truth of this famous witch- 
craft. ‘Fo whom the king modeftly reply’d, 
That his Judges and commiffioners had caufed 
divers men, women, and children to be burnt 
and executed.upon fuch pregnant. evidences as 
were brought before them ; ; but whether she: 
actions they confeffed, ‘and which: were proved 
againtt them; were real, or only effects. ‘of a 
ftrong imagination, he was. not, as yet, aple 
to determine, 


Add to all this, ‘continues the doRok that 


the, circumftances. -meationed in the enfuing 
‘narrative, are at this day to be feen in the Royal 


Chancery at Stockholm, and a perfon of my-ac- 
quaintance offered me to procure a copy of them 
under the hands of public: regifters, if I defired 
it. Not to mention that in the year 1672, Baron 
Sparr, who was fent ambaflador from the crown 
of Sweden to the court of England, ‘did upon 
his word aver the’ matter of fa@ recorded ‘here, 
to be undoubtedly true, to’ feveral perfons of 
note and eminency, with other particulars, 
ftranger than thofe fet down ‘in thefe papers. 


And to this ‘purpofe, divers letters were fent 


from Sweden and Hamburg to’ feveral perfons 
here in London; infomuch that fhould a man 
born in, or acquainted with thofe parts, hear 

any 
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any perfon difpute the truth of ir, he would won- 
der where people have lived, or what fullen 
humour doth poffefs them to difbelieve that, 
which fo many thoufands in that kingdom have 
felt the effects of. * | 


The doétor concludes with the teftimony of 
the Lord Leonbergh, envoy extraordinary from 
the king of Sweden, then living in York Build- 
ings ; which téftimony ‘he fets down in his own 
words as follow: , 


“« Having read this narrative, I could do no 
‘© lefs, than upon the requeft of the tranflator 
cand publifher of this ftory, acknowledge, 
‘© ‘That to my beft remembrance, and according 
<< to the beft reports that have been made to me, | 
‘the matter of fact mentioned in it, is true, 
‘¢and that the witches confefled fuch things, 
‘Cand were accordingly executed. 


Witnefs my hand, 


~ London, LEONBERGH. 
March 8, 1684. 


mec 


[ 236 J 


A pit of rs = heats Witchoraft 
difcover’d in the Village Moura, 
| in SWEDELAND. 


\HE news ‘of. this Witchcraft coming to ‘the 
King’s ear, his majefty was pleafed to. ap- 
ee commiflioners, _fome of the clergy, and 
fome of the laity, to make a journey. to the town | 
above-mentioned, to examine the whole bufi- 
nefs; and accordingly the examination was. .or- 
dered to be on the thirteenth of Auguft; and the 
commiffioners met on the twelfth i in the faid vil- 
Jage, ‘at the parfon’ s houfe, to whom both the 
minifter and feveral people of fafhion complained 
with tears in their eyes, of the miferable con- 
dition. t! iey. were in, and therefore bege’d of 
them to think of fome way, W whereby they might 
be deliver’d from that calamity. “They gave the 
commiffioners very ftrange inftances of the devil’s 
tyranny among them; how by the help of 
witches, he had-drawn fome hundreds of children 
to him, and made them fubje& to his power; 
how he hath been feen to go in a vifible fhape thro’ 
the country, and appeared daily to the people; 
how he had wrought upon the poorer fort, by pre- 
fenting them with meat and drink, and this way 
~ allured them to himfelf, with other circumftances 
to be mentioned hereafter. The inhabitants of 
the village added, with very great lamentations, 
that 


Ve eon a », ind mde 
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that tho’ their children had told all, and them: 
Telves fought God very earneftly by prayer, yet 
they were carried away by him; and therefore 


beeo’d of the lords commiffioners to root out | 


chi hellifh crew, that they might regain their 
former reft and quietnefs; and the athens becaufe 
the children that ufed to be carried away in the 
country or diftrict of Elfdale, fince fome witches 
had been burnt there, remained unmolefted. 


The thirteenth of Auguft,’ being the laft hu- 
miliation day inftituted ‘by authority, for remo- 
ving of this judgement, the commiffioners went 
to church, where there appeared a confiderable 
number both of young and old. The ‘children 
could read moft of them, and fing pfalms,’ and 
{fo could the women, tho’ not with any great 
zeal or fervour. “There were preached two fer- 
mons that day, in which the miferable cafe of 
thofe people, that fuffered themfelves to be de- 
luded by the devil, was laid open; and thefe 
fermons were at laft concluded with fervent 
prayers. | :: 


The publick worfhip being over, all the people 
of the town were called together to the parfon’s — 
houfe, near three thoufand of them. Silence | 
being commanded, the king’s commiffion was 
‘read publickly in the hearing of them all, and 
they were charged under very great penalties, to 
conceal nothing of what they knew, and to fay 

nothing 
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nothing but the truth; thofe efpecially who weré 
guilty, that the children might, be delivered 
from the clutches. of the ABE: They. all pro- 
mifed obedience; the guilty feignedly, but the 
- guiltlefs weeping and crying bitterly. | 


On the fourteenth of Auguft the commiffioners 
met again, confulting how they might withftand 
this dangerous flood. After long deliberation, 
an order alfo coming from his natty, they did 
refolve to execute fick as the matter of fact could 
be. proved upon; examination being made, 
there were difcover’d no lefs than threefcore and 
_ten in the village aforefaid; three and twenty of 
which freely confeffing their crimes, were ‘con- 
demned to die; the reft, one pretending fhe was 
with child, and the other denying and pretending 
not guilty, were fént to Faluna, where moft of 
of them were afterwards executed. 


Fifteen children who likewife confefled that 
they were engaged in this witchery died as the 
reft; fix and thirty of them betwixt nine and 
fixteen years of age, who had been lefs guilty, 
were forced to run the gauntlet; twenty,more | 
who had no great inclination, yet had been fe- 
duced to thofe hellith enterprizes, .becaufe they 
were very young, were condemned to be lafh’d 
with rods upon their hands, for three: Sundays 
together at the church door; and the aforefaid 
fix and thirty were alfo deom’d to be lafhed this 


{ 239 J 


way, once a week, for a whole year together. 
The number of the feduced children ‘were about 
‘three hundred. 


On the 25th of Auguft, execution was done up- 


‘on the notorioufly guilty, the day being bright and » 


elorious,.and the fun fhining, and fome thoufands 
of people being-prefent at the fpeétacle. The order 


and method obferved in the examination was thus $ 


Firft the commiffioners and neighbouring 
jultices went to prayer; this done, the witches, 
who had moft of them children with them, 
which they had either feduced, or attempted _ to 
feduce, from four years of age tofixteen, were fet 
before them. ‘ Some of the children complained 


lamentably of the mifery.and mifchief they were : 


fometimes forced to fuffer of the witches. 


The children being afked Phen they were 
fare, that they were at anytime cartied away 
by the devil? they all declared they wére, beo- 
ing of the commiffioners, that they might: be 
freed from that intolerable flavery. 


Hereupon the ayitatice themfelves were. afked, ; 


whether the con/effions of thefe children were true, 
and were admonifhed to confefs the truth, that they 
might turn away from the devil unto the living 
God. At firtt moft of them. did very iy, 
and without fhedding the leaft tear a it, -th 

much againtt their will and inclinatio 


eget 
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“After this, the children were. committeds 
every one by themfelves, to fee whether their 
confeffions did agree or no; and the commiffio= 
ners found that all of them, except fome very 
little ones, who could not tell all the’ circum- 
ftances, did punctually agree in the confeffion of 
particulars. . | 


In the mean while, the commiffioners that 
| were of the clergy, examined the witches, could 
not bring them to any confeflion, all continuing. 
ftedfaft in their denials, till at laft fome of ee 
burft out into tears, and their confeffion agreed 
with what the children had ‘faid... And thefe ex- 
prefied their abhorrency of the fact, and ‘bege’d 
pardon; adding, that the ‘devil, whom they 
called Lodyta, had ftopp’d the mouths of fome 
of them, and ftopp’d the ears of others; “and 
being now gone from them, they would no 


longer conceal. it,.. for ous now pcteely eye his~ 


treachery. 


The confeffion which the witches made in 
Elfdale, to the judges there, agreed with the 
confeffion’ they made at Mohra, and the chief 
things they confeffed, confifted in thefe three 
pols | , 


Y. Whither tale ufed to Bee 


aT. What. 


‘ thy 
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IJ. What kind of place it was they went: to, 
called by them Blockula, where the witches and 
the devil ufed to meet. 


11]. What evil or mifchief they had done or 
defigned there. 


I. Firft, of their journey to Blockula, and 
their confeffion. 


We of the province of Elfdale, do confefs, that 


~ we ufed to go to a gravel pit, which lay hard by 


a crofs-way, and there we put on a veft over our 
heads, and then danced round, and after this ran 
to the crofs-way, and called the devil thrice, firft 


with a ftill voice, the fecond fomewhat louder, . 


and the third time very loud, with thefe' words, 


_ Anteceffor come and carry us to Blockula. 
‘Whereupon he immediately ufed to appear, but. 


in different habits; but for the moft part’ we 
faw him in a grey coat, and red and blue ftock- 
ings; he had a red beard, a high crown’d hat 
with linen of divers colours wrapp’d about it, 
and long garters upon his ftockings, 


Then he afked us whether we would ferve him 
with foul and body ? if we were content to do fo, 
he fet us on a beaft which he had there ready, 
and carried us over churches and high walls; and 
after all, we came to a green meadow, where 
Blockula lies. We muft procure fome fcrapings 
of altars, and filings of church clocks; and 

N then 


iro 
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then he gives us a horn with a falve in it, where- 
with we do anoint ourfelves; and a faddle with 
a hammer and a wooden. nail, thereby to fix 
the faddle 5 whereupon we call upon the devil, 
and away we go. | 


Thofe that were of the town of Mohra, .made- 
in a manner the fame declaration. Being afked, 


whether they were fure of a real perfonal tan 


portation, and whether they. were awake when 
it was done? they all anfwered in the affirmative, 
and that the devil fometimes laid fomething down 
in the place that was very like them); biig one 
of them confefied, that he did only. take away her 
ftrength, and her body lay ftill upon. the ground; 
yet Seeley’ he took even her body with him. 


Being afked, how they could go with their 
bodies thro’ chimneys and broken panes of glafs, 
they faid the devil.did firft remove all that might. 


hinder them in their flight, and fo they had room 


enough to g0.. 


Others were afked, how they were able to. 


earry fo mary children with them? they anfwer’d, 
‘hat when the children were afleep they came 


into the chamber, laid’ hold of them, and © 
they flraightway awaked, and afked them whether 
they would go to a feaft with them? To which, 
fome.anfwered yes, others, no, yet they were 


all 
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all fotced to go. They only gave the children 
a fhirt, a coat, and a doublet, which was either 
red or blue, and fo they did fet them upon a bealt 
of the devil’s providing, and then they rid away. 


The children. confefled the fame thine; and 
fome added, that becaufe they had very fine 
cloaths put upon them, they were very willing to 


go. 


Some of the children concealed it from their. 
parents, but others difcevered it to them pres 
fently. | 


The witches declared, moreover, that, till of 
Jate, they never had that power to carry away 
children, but only this yéar and the laft, and 
the devil did at this time force them to it; that 
heretofore it was fuficient to carry but one of 
their children, or a ftranger’s child with them, 
which yet happened feldom; but now he did 
plague them and whip them, if they did not 
procure him children, infomuch that they had 
no peace nor quiet for him; and whereas one 
journey a week would ferve turn, from: theig 
owh town to the place aforefaid, now they were 
forced to run to other towns and places for chil- 
dren, and that they brought with them, fome 
fifteen, fome fixteen children every night. 


~T 5 
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For their journey, they faid, they made ufe 
of all forts of inftruments, of beaits, of men, 
of {pits and pofts, according as they had oppor- 
tunity; and if they ride upon goats, and have 
many children with them, that all may have 
room, they ftick a fpit into the back-fide of the 
goat, and then are anointed with the aforefaid 
ointment. What the manner of their journey is, 
God alone knows: Thus much was made out, 
that if the children did at any time name the 
name of thofe that had carried them away, they 
were again carried by force either to Blockula, 
or to the crofs-way, and there miferably beaten, 
infomuch that fome of them have died of it: 
and this fome of the witches confefled; and 
added, that now they were exceeding troubled 
and tortured in their minds for it. 


The children thus ufed look’d mightily bleak, 
wan and beaten. The marks of the lathes, the 
judges.could not perceive in them, except in one 
boy, who had fome wounds and holes in his 
~ back, that were given him with thorns; but 
the witches faid, they would quickly vanifh. 


After this ufage the children are exceeding 
weak; andif any be carried over night, they 
cannot recover themfelves the next day; and 
they often fall into fits, the coming of which 
they know by an extraordinary palenefs that 
feizes on the children; and if a fit comes upon 

; them, 
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them, they lean on their mother’s arms, who 
fit up with them fometimes all night; and when 
they obferve the palenefs coming, fhake the 
children, but to no purpofe. . 


They obferve farther, That their childrens 
breafts grew cold at fuch a time, and they take 
fometimes.a burning candle and ftick it in their 
hair, which yet is not burnt by it. They fwoon 
upon this palenefs, which fwoon lafteth fometimes | 
half an hour, fometimes an hour, fometimes two 
hours, and when the children come to themfelves, 
they mourn and lament, and groan moft mi- 
ferably, and beg exceedingly to be eafed. This 
two old men declared upon oath before the judges, 
and called all the inhabitants of the town to wit- 
nefs, as perfons who had moft of them expe- 
rience of this ftrange fymptom of their children. 


A. girl of Elfdale confeffed, that naming the 
name of Jesus, as fhe was carried away, fhe fell 
fuddenly upon the ground. and got a great hole 
in her fide, which the devil prefently healed up 
again, and away he carried her; and to this day 
the girl confefled, fhe had an exceeding great 
pain in her fide. 


Another boy confeffed, That one day he was 
carried away by his miftrefs, and to perform the 
journey, he took his own father’s horfe out 

N 3 of 
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of the meadow where it was, and upon his return, 
fhe let the horfe go into her own ground. The 
next morning, the boy’s father jought for his 
horfe, and not finding it, gave it over for loft; 
but the boy told him the whole ftory, and fo 
his father fetch’d his horfe back again, and this 
one of the witches confefs’d. 


I. Of the place where they ufed to affemble 
called blockula, and what they did there. 


They unanimoufly confeffed, that Blockula 
is fituated in a delicate large meadow, where- 
of you can fee no end. The place or houfe 
they met at, had a gate painted with divers 
colours; thro’ the gate they went into a little 
meadow diftinét from the other, where the beafts 
went that they ufed to ride on: But the men 
whom'they made ufe of in their journey, ftood 
in the houfe by the gate in a flumbering, pofture, 
fleeping againft the wall, . 

In a huge large room of this houfe, they faid, 
there ftood a very long table, at which the 
witches fet down; and that hard by this room - 
was a chamber were th re were very lovely and 
delicate beds, 


¥he firt thing, they faid, they muft do at 
--Eleckula, was, that they muft deny all and de- 
vote 
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vote themfelves body and foul.to' the devil, and 
promife to ferve him faithfally, and confirm all 
this with an oath. Hereupon they cut their 
fingers, and with their blood writ their names in 
his book. They added, that he caufed them te 
be baptized too, by fuch priefts as he had there, 
and made them confirm their baptifm with dread- 
ful oaths and imprecations. | 


Hereupon the devil gave them a purfe, where- 


an-there were filings of clocks with a ftone tied 


to it, which they threw into the water, and 
then were forced to. fpeak thefe words, As thefe 
filings of the clock do never return to the clock. 
from which they are taken, fo may my foul 
never return to heaven. To which they added 
blafphemy, and other oaths and curfes, 


The mark of their cut fingers is not found in 
all of them: but a girl who had been flahed, 
over her finger, declared, that becaufe fhe would 
not ftretch out her finger, the devil in anger 
had fo cruelly wounded it. 


After this they fet down to table; and thofe 
that the devil efteemed mioft, were placed neareft 
to him; but the children mutt itand at the-deor, 
where he himfelf gives them meat and drink. 


‘The diet they ufed to have there, was, they 
N 4 faid, 
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faid, -broth with colworts and bacon in it, oat~ 
meal, -bread fpread with butter, milk, and 
cheefe..» And they added, that fometimes it 
tafted very well, and fometimes very ill. After 
meals they went to dancing, and in the mean 
while fwore and curfed moft dreadfully, and 
afterwards went to fighting one with another. 


Thofe of Elfdale confefled, that the devil 
ufed to play upon a harp before them, and after- 
wards to go with them he liked beft, into a 
chamber, where he committed venerous aéts 
with them, and this indeed all confefled. That 
he had carnal knowledge of them, and that the 
devil had fons and daughters by them, which he 
did marry together, and brought forth toads and 
lerpents, 


- One day the devil feemed to be dead, where- 
upon there were great lamentations. at Blockula; 
‘but he foon awaked again. If he hath a mind 
to be merry with them, he lets them all ride 
npon fpits before him; takes. afterwards the 
foits, and beats them black and blue, and then 
faughs at them. And he bids them believe. that 
the day of judgement will come fpeedily, and 
therefore fets them to work to builda creat houfe 
of ftone, promifing that in that houfe he will — 
preferve them from God’s fury, and caufe them 
to enjoy the greateft delights and pleafures: But 

a while 


| 46°" ]} 


while they work exceeding hard at it, there falls | 
a great part of it down again, whereby fome of 
the witches are commonly hurt, which makes 
him laugh, but prefently he cures ‘them baal 


They fometimes faid, they had feen a _ very 
great devil like a dragon, with-fire round about 
-him, and bound with an iron chain; and .the 
devil that converfes with them tells them, . that 
if they confefs any thing, he will let that great 
devil loofe upon shtin. whereby all Swedeland 
_ fhall come into great danger, 


They added, that the devil had a church 
there, fuch another as in the town of Mohra. 
When the commiffioners were coming, he told 
the witches, they fhould not fear them; for he 
would certainly kill them all. And they con- 
feffled, that fome of them had attempted to 
murder the commiffioners, but had not been 
able to effect it. 


Some of the children talked much of a white 
angel, who ufed to forbid them what the devil had 
bid them to do, and told them that thefe doings 
‘ fhould not laft long: what had been done, had 
_been permitted, becaufe of the wickednefs of the 
epop's; and this carrying away of the children 

fhould be made manifeft. And they added, 


that this white angel wauld place himfelf at the 
door 
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door between the witches and the children ; and 
when they came to Blockula, he pulled the 
children back, , but the witches went in. 


HI. Of the mifchief or evil which the witches 
premiee to do to men and beats. 


z They asifetted: that they were to promife the 
devil that they would co all that’s ill ; and that the 
devil taught them ‘to milk, which was in this wife : 
They ufed to ftick a knife in the wall, and hang a 
kind of a label to it,’ which they drew and ftroak- 
ed, .and as long as this lafted, the perfons 
whom they had power over, ‘were miferably 

plagued, and the beafts were milked that way, 
till fometimes they died of it. 


Sa ama confeffed, that the devil gave her a 
wooden knife, wherewith, going into houfes, 
fhe had power to kill any thing fhe touched 
with it; yet there were few that would confefs 
that they had hurt any man or woman, 


Being afked, whether they had murdered any 
children, they. confeffed, that they had indeed 
tormented many, but did not know whether anf” 
of them died of thofe plagues. And added, 
that the devil had fhewed them feveral places, 
where he had power to do mifchief, 


The 
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Thé minifter of Elfdale declared. that one 


>] 
» night, thefe witches were to his thinking, upon 
the crown of his head, and that from thence he 


had a long continued pain of the head. 


One of the witches confeffed too, that the 
devil. had fent her to torment that minifter ; — 
and that fhe was ordered to ufe a nail, and ftrike 
it into his head, . but. it would. not. enter very 
deep, and hence came that-head-ach, --5,/ . 


‘The aforefaid minifter faid alfo, that one 
night he felt a pain,» as if he»were torn with an 
inftrument that they cleanfe flax with, or a flax 

comb; and when he waked, . he heard fomebody 
{eratching and feraping at the window, but 
could fee nobody. And one of the witches con- 
feffed, that the was the perfon that did it, being 
fent by the devil, 


The minifter of Mohra declared alfo, that 
one night one of thele witches came into his 
houfe, and did. fo violently take him hy the 
throat, that he thought he thould have been 
Choaked, and waking he faw the perfon thar 
did it; but could not know her; and that for 
fome weeks he was not able to foeak, or per- 
form divine fervice, 


4 An old woman of Elfdale confeffed, that the 
devil 
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oe 


devil had help’d her to make a nail, which fhe 
{truck into. boy’s knee, of which ftroke the boy re- 
mained lame a long time. And fhe added, that 
before (he was burnt, or executed by the hand of 
juftice, the boy would recover. 


They confeffed alfo, that the devil gives them - 
a beaft about the bignefs and fhape of a young 
cat, which they call a carrier; and that he 
gives them a bird too, as big as a raven, but 
white; and thefe two creatures they can fend 
any where, and wherever they come, they take 
away all forts of victuals they can get, butter, 
cheefe, milk, bacon, and all forts of feeds 
whatever they find, and carry it ‘to the witch. 
What the bird brings they may keep for them- 
felves, but what the carrier brings, they muft 
referve for the devil, and that’s brought to 
Blockula, where he gives them of it fo much 
as he thinks fit 


They added ikewie, that thefe carriers fill 
themfelves fo full fometimes, that they are 
forced to fpew by the way, which fpewing is 
found in feveral gardens, where colworts grow, 
and not far from the houfes of thofe witches, 
It is of a yellow colour like gold, and is called 
Butter of Witches. 


The Lord’s commiliioners were indeed very 
ears: 
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earneft, and took great pains to perfuade them to 
fhew fome tricks, but to no purpofe ; for they did 
all unanimoufly confefs, that fince they had con- 
feffed all, they found that all their witchcraft was 
gone, and that the devil at this time appeared to 
them very terrible, with claws on his hands and feet, 
_ and with horns on his head, anda long tail behind, 
and fhewed to them a pit burning, with a hand 
put out; but the devil did thruft the perfon 
down again with an iron fork; and fugg:fted 
to the witches, that if they continued in their 
confeffion, he would deal with them in the fame 
manner. 


The above-faid relation was taken out of the 
public regifter, where all this is related with 
more circumftances. And thro’ all the country, 
there were prayers weekly in all churches, to 
the end, that Almighty God would pull down 
the devil’s power, and deliver thefe poor crea~ 
tures, who have hitherto groaned under it, 


The 


The. .extraordinary Cafe. of a ‘Boy 
at Matmoe in ScHoNEN. 


t Aving in.the introduétion to the foregoing - 
‘Narrative taken notice of the Swedith en- 
voy extraordinary, it may not be unfuitable to 
the fubject, thefe papers treat of, to give the 
world an account of a very ftrange paflage, 
which the faid envoy hath taken very great. pains 
to fatisfy himfelf in; and of which he hath the — 
publick teftimony of the town where it was done _ 
by him, in the year 1678. An Alderman, or | 
fenator’s fon of Malmoe in Schonen, a city be- 
longing to the king of Sweden, ‘the boy being 
about thirteen years. of age, his name Abraham 
Mechelburg, going to fchool one morning, as 
the cuftom is in that place, about fix o’clock, 
ftay’d there till eight, and then came home for 
his breakfaft, which when he had eaten, he 
was going back to fchool again, when juft before 
the door, clofe by the lowermoft ftep, there lay a 
little bundle of linen rags, which the lad out of 
curiofity took up and open’d, but found nothing in 
it, but partly pins, fome crooked, fome laid acrofs, 
forme without points; partly broken horfe-nails, 
and nails without heads; partly, horfehair and 
fuch trafh, which, as it anfwer’d nor his ex- 
pectation, herent afunder and threw away. 
Some 


% 
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Some -few ae after, the boy fell ill, and, 
continued fo for fome time, no phyfician being 
able to guefs what ailed him. At laft he began 
to void Tire {ftones, at the orifice of the penis, | 
which by degrees came forth bigger and bigger, 
fome were weet pebbles, of all forts of colours, 
and in procefs of time, there came forth great 
~ uneven ftones like pieces. of rock, as if hen 
were broken off a greater ftone, whereof the 
envoy hath two by him, one given him by the 
father of the boy, and the other by the king’s 
chirurgeon. Before the ftones came forth there 
was a ene motion in his belly, as if fome- 
thing were alive in it, the ftones feemed to crack 
within, and fomething they heard, as if a ftone 
were violently broken, and at this time he fele 
the greateft pain. When the ftones were ready 
- to come forth, the penis was drawn in fo deep, 
that the ftanders-by could not perceive any 
thing of it, and after that, it dropp’d thofe 
' prodigious {tones, which feem’d rather to be 
fetched from. quarries, than produced by any 
faline or nitrous matter in the body. One of the 
ftones of a reddifh colour, with fome crains of 
white in it, heavy, and fuch as commonly lie 
in highways and common roads, When the 
ftones came forth, the boy felt no pain, the 
pain being moft upon him, when the ftones within 
feem’d to crack, and a little before; and° the 
fit 
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Bt was then fo violent, that four or five meri 
were forced to hold him. The boy in the 

mean while flept well at night, eat and drank 

as heartily as ever, difcompofed at no time, but 

when the fit of voiding thefe ftones was coming — 

upon him. This lafted two years. ‘The parents 

had the boy pray’d for at church, and inftantly 

befought God at home, whenever any of 

thofe fits came upon him, to turn the ftream, 

-and to ftop the devil’s power. The boy, after 
all, was as well as ever; rid abroad, and did 
all things as he ufed to do before this accident 

befell him. The envoy fpoke both with the 

father and the boy, and tells me they are no 

indigent people, well to pafs, and people 

of good reputation in the town of Malmoe. 

While this misfortune lafted, the king of Sweden 

being then but a little way off, fent fome of his 

chirurgeons to the place, to know the truth 

thereof, who were by when the Jad voided very 

ftrange ftones at the orifice of the penis, and 

gave the king an account of it... One ‘of them, | 

to be throughly fatisfied, held his hand under 

the penis when it was drawn in, and there 

dropp’d a very odd ftone, broad and angular, 

into hishand. The envoy being upon the place 

laft year, enquired of all people, who he thought 

might not be very credulous, who. unanimoufly 

bore witnefs of the thing; and upon his re- 

queft 


th 


| queft gave him the following account, which I 


have tranflated out of the original. 
ANTHONY HORNECK. 


Be it known, that during the year 1678, and 
1679, a very wonderful thing happen’d in this 
city of Malmoe, to one of the aldermen of the 
town, his name John Mechelburg, and his 
wife’s Abla Kruthmeyer; for God evinkid bleffed 
them with three fons, one of them Abraham by 
name, a boy at this time aged about fixteen 
years, hath been very ftrangely afflicted by a 
preternatural voiding of ftones, infomuch that 
during the fpace of thofe two years, he hath, 
thro’ the virga of the penis; voided {feveral 
hundreds of ftones, great and fmall, which 
being weighed together, weighed no lefs than 
twenty-one pounds, avoirdupoife, fome weigh- 
ing fix, fome feven, fome eight, fome nine 
ounces, full of angles, and teh like pieces of 
a rock that’s broken by force, or inftruments fit for 
that purpofe. Thefe broken ftones fometimes came 
forth at the boy’s mouth, fometimes he voided 
them by fiege, and the parents of the child have 
confidently affured us, that before this misfor- 
tune, the boy had been fick feveral weeks to- 
gether, and kept his bed ; during which fickneis, 
fomething was feen moving in his body, as if it 
had been fome live thing. After this ficknefs there 
appeared the ftones aforefaid; the firft that came 

) forth, 


forth, exceeded not the -bignefs of half a pea, | 


but in a fhort time after they increafed to a - 


greater bulk; when they were ready to come 
away, the boy complained much of the {pine 
of his back, where, as he faid, he found in- 
credible pain. While this lafted, “hé neither 


made water, nor went to ftoo] fometimes in ’ 


two months, fometimes not in a quarter of a 
year; fometimes the ftones, when they were 


_ pafs’d thro’ the virga, appeared bloody, and — 


upon one of them there appeared a kind of talch. 
Notwithitanding all this mifery, the boy con- 
tinued to eat his meat very heartily, nor was he 
troubled with this pain at all in the night, but 
flept quietly, as he ufed to do. About the 
latter end of this unexampled paffion and mi- 
fery, a matter of fixty-four ftones, for the 
motft part fmall, came forth very faft, one upon 
the neck of another, and fince the twentieth of 
_ September, 1679, this misfortune hath totally 
left him, and he is as well ‘as ever 3; nor 
is there after all thofe torments any defec& to 
be found, or perceived, either in his body, or 
the aforefaid member of the boy, but he con- 
tinues fafe and found unto this day. 


And whereas in all probability, abundance 


of men, becaufe they have not been eye-witneffes, 


will deride thefe paffages as fabulous, we whofe 
hames are under-written, upon the requeft and 


des 
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- defive of the Lord John. ‘Leyonberg, | envoy 
and conferred with the parents of the boy, who 
_have fhewed us the abovefaid flones, and given 
us one of the biggeit as a prefent, and do heteby 
teftify, that the paffages related in the premifes, 
are undoubtedly true; which teftimony we haye. 
alfo figned with our own hands, that in cafe the a 
forekiid envoy coming into foreign parts, fhall. 
have occafion to {peak of thefe things, men* may 
give credit to this relation. 


Given at Malmoe, 
September 20, 
1680. 

Chriftophorus Roftius, M.D. C. Prof, 
Nicholaus Hambraus, paftor&¢prepofitus, Malmoys. 
Wilhelmus Laurenbergius, V. D. M. Malmoy. 
Martinus Torftorius, co-minifter, ibid, 
Sigifmuod Afcenborn, confil. Malinoy, primar. 
John Cafper Heublin; confil. Malmoy. 
Ephraim Koldewey, furgeon to the garrifon. 


When the boy’s father gave the envoy the 
bigger ftone, he added this teftimonial or cer- 
tificate under his own hand. 


In the year of our Lord, 1678, November 0, 
this tone came away from my fon Abraham Me. 
| O 2 chelburg, 


tse 4 


chelburg; thro’ the. virga of the penis, weil 
ing three ounces and upwards, 
JOHN MECHELBURG., 
_ Malmoe, 
‘April 26, 1680. 
' ‘The leffer ftone was given to the envoy by one 
_ of the king of Sweden’s chirurgeons, that held his 
hand to the orifice of the penis, and felt and faw 
it drop into his hand. 


OF 


OF 
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Reams are generally the vagaries of the 

fancy agitated by the hurry or bufinefs of 

the day, and come and go without leaving any 

extraordinary impreffion on the mind: yet in 

fome cafes they are very fignificant, and import — 

fome event, which is not to be forefeen or evaded 

by any human means; as might be demonftrated 
both from fcripture and profane authors. 


Cicero, in his-treatife of divination, gives 
feveral inftances of this kind.—Cslius, fays he 
writes, that when-tlannibal had a great mind 
to take away a golden pillar, that was in 
the temple of Juno Lacinia, being in doubt 
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with himfelf, hee it was folid maffive gold, OF 
only gilt,or thinly plated over on the outfide, bored 


it thro’. When he found it to be folid, and had » 


_ Fefolv’d to carry it off; Juno appear’d to him in 
_his~fleep, and-ferewarn’d him againft what~he 
was about, threatning, that if he perfifted and 
did it, he fhould lofe the eye that he faw 
perfectly with, ashe had done the other. This 
great man was too wife to flight and neglect 
this warning; he even took care to have a 
ring made of the gold that had been bored out of 
the pillar, and placed it on the top of ir. 


Another inftance the fame‘celebrated writer 
gives is this.—As two Arcadians, intimate com- 
panions, were travelling together, when they came 
to Megara, one of them went to an inn, and 
she other to a friend’s houfe. Both had fupped 
at.their refpective places, and were gone to bed; 
when he, who was at his friend’s houfe, dreamt 
‘that his companion ¢ame to him, and bege’d of 
him for heaven’s fake to affift him, for the inn- 
keeper | had contrived a way to murder him, 
Frighten’d at firft out of his ‘fleep, he rofe up, 
but coming a little tohimfelf, he thought, upon 
recollection, no heed. was to be given to a vifion, 
-and went quietly to bed again. But he was fo 
fooner got into his fecond fleep, but the fame vifion 
repeated its vilit, but the form of its petition was 
quite alterd, He befought him that, fince he 

nad 
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had not come to his aflittance, while he wag 
among the living, he would not fuffer his death 
to go unrevenged: told him, that as foon as 
he was murder’d, he was tofs’d by. the 
inn-keeper into a waggon, and had a little 
{traw thrown over ie, corpfe. He intreated 
him to be ready very early at the door 
before the waggon went out of town. This 
dream it feems difturb’d him very much, and 
‘made him get up very early. He nick’d the 
_time, and met withthe waggoner juft at the door, 
and afked him what he had in his cart. The 
fellow run away frighten’d and confounded, 
The dead body was pulled out of it, and the 
whole matter coming plainly to light, the inn- 
keeper fuffer’d for ne crime. What is there one 
can cali more divine than a dream like this? 


a 


The Dream of Stmonipgs. 


HIS perfony feeing a body thrown dead 

upon the fhore, tho’ a ftranger, caufed ic 
to be buried. Much about that time he had it 
in his head to go on fhipboard, but dreamt that 
he had warning given him by the man he had in- 
terred, not to 0 ; that if he went, the thip 
would infallibly be cat away. Upon this; Si; 
monides return’d, and every foul of them: that 
went on board was :o. 
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Galen was twice admonifh’d in his fleep to cut 
the artery between the fore-finger and thumb, 
which he did accordingly, whereby he was freed 
from a continual daily pain, wherewith he was 
aMicted in that part were the liver is join’d to 
the midriff. 


St, Auftin relates two wonderful dreams, 
The firft is, when a perfon was arrefted by one 
for a certain fum of money, which his father 
had owed him, by a note under his own hand, 
while -he led a lewd debauched life, faw the 
choft of his father one night, upon this very ac- 
count, which told him that the money was 
paid, and where the acquittance lay. When 
he got up in the morning, he went and found 
the acquittance in the very place the ghoft had 
directed him to, and fo was freed from the liti- 
gious fuit of one that BAe an unjuft demand 
upon him. 


The other dream is much more wonderful 
than this— A certain gentleman, named Pre- 
ftantius, had been entreating a philofopher to 
folve him a doubt, which the philofopher refufed 
to do. The night following, altho’ Preftantius 
was broad awake, he faw the philofopher ftand- 
ing full before him, who explained his doubts 
to him, and went away the moment after he 
had done. When Preftantius met this philo- 

fopher 
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fopher next day, he afks him why, :fince no 
intreaties could prevail with him the day before 
to anfwer his .queftion, he came to him unafked, 
and at.an unfeafonable time of night, and opened 
every point to his fatisfaction. To whom the 


philofopher thus replied. Upon my word it was 


not I that came to you; but in a dream T 
thought my. own felf that I was doing you 
fuch a fervice. est 2 


In Queen Mary’s time, there was only one 
congregation of proteftants in London, confifting 
of about three hundred. They had a deacon 


who kept a lift of their names. One of the. 


congregation dreamt, that a meffenger (queen’s 
officer) had feiz’d on this deacon, and taken his 
lift; the fright of the dream awak’d him. He 
fell afleep and dreamt the fame perfe&t dream 
again. Inthe morning, before he went out of 
his chamber, the deacon came to him, and 
then he told him his dream, and faid, 
twas a warning from God; the deacon flight- 
ed his advice as favouring of fuperftirion; but 
the other was fo urgent with him to depofite the 
lift in fome other hand, that he agreed to it, 
and did it that day. The next day, the queen’s 
officer attacked him, and fearched (tho’ in vain) 
for the lift, which had it been found, would 
have brought them all to the flames. Fox's 


Martyrology. 
When 
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When Archbifhop Abbot’s mother (a poor 
-clothworker’s wife in Guilford) was with. child 
of him, fhe long’d for 2 jack, and dreamt that 
if fhe fhould eat a jack, her fon in her belly 
fhould be a great man. She arofe early the next 
morning and went with her pail to the river fide 
(which runs by the houfe, now an alehoufe) to 


take up fome water, and in the water in the pail 
fhe found a good jack, which fhe drefs’d, and 


eat it all. Several of the beft inhabicants of the ° 


town were invited to the chriftening of the child ; 
‘it was bred up a fcholar in the town, and, by 
degrees, came to be archbifhop of Canterbury. 


When Doétor Hamey, one of the college of 
phyficians in London, being a young man, went 
to travel towards Padua, and coming to Dover 
(with feveral others) he fhew’d. his pafs, as the 
reft did, to the governor there. The governor 
told him, That he muft not go, but he muft 


keep him prifoner, The doétor defired to 


know for what reafon; and how he had tranf- 
orefs’d? Well, it was his will to have it 
fo. The packet-boat hoifted. fail in the even- 
ing (which was very clear): and the doétor’s 
companions init. There enfued a terrible ftorm, 
the packet-boat loft, and all the paflengers 
drowned. Next day the fad news was brought 
to Dover. The doctor was unknown to the 


governor, both by name and face; but the 


night 
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night before, the gavernor had a perfect vifion 
in a dream, of doctor Hamey who came to pafs 
over to Calais, and that he had a warning to 
ftop him. This the governor told the doctor 
the next day. The doétor was a pious good 
man, and has feveral times related the ftory to 
to fome of my acquaintance, fays Mr, Aubrey 
my author. : | 


The lady Seymour dreamt, that fhe found 
a neft with nine finches in it. And fo many 


children fhe had by the earl of Winchefter, whofe 
name was Finch, 


When Sir Chriftopher Wren. was at Paris in 
1671, he was ill and feverifh, made but little 
water, and had a pain in his reins. He {ent for 
a phyfician, who advifed him to be let blood; 
but bleeding not agreeing with his aig iaiios: 
he deranrde it a day longer. That night he 
dreamt he was in a place where palm-trees grew, 
and that a woman in a romantic habit, reach’d 
him dates. The next day he {ent for fome dates, 
which cured him of the pain in his reins. Dates, 
it feems, are an admirable medicine for the 
ftone; the recipe for which is this: take fix or 
ten date-ftones, dry them in an oven, pulverize 
and ferce them; take as much as will lie on a 
fixpence, in a quarter of a pint of white-wine 
fafting, and at four in the afternoon; walk or 

ride 
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ride an hour after it. In a week’s time it will 
give eafe, and in a month cure. If you are at 
Bath, the Bath water is better than white-wine 
to take it in. 


Captain Wingate told me (fays Mr. Aubrey) 

that Mr. Edmund Gunter of Grefham College, 
caft his nativity, when he was about feventeen 
_or eighteen years old; by which he prognofti- 
cated that he fhould be in danger to lofe his life 
for treafon. Several years before the civil war 
broke out, he dreamt that he was to be put to 
death before a great caftle which he had never 
feen, which made a {trong impreffion on his 
memory. In 1642, he oppos’d the church ce- 
femonies, was chofen a member of parliament, 
then was made a captain, taken prifoner at 
Edegerhill by prince Rupert, and carried to Kenel- 
worth Caftle, where he was tried by a council 
of war, and condemned to die: but they con- 
fider’d better of it, and fpared his life; for 
being a very confiderable perfon, he might be 
exchanged for fome of the king’s party; and 
he was exchanged for Monrague, earl of Lindfey, 
fon of the general. Since the reftavration he 
was made one of the commiffioners of the excife 
office in London. He protefted that Kenel- 
worth Caftle was the very caftle he faw in his 
dream. 


Ta 
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In 1690, one in Ireland dreamt. of a brother | 
or near relation of his (who. liv’d. at Amefbury 
in Wiltfhire) that he faw, him riding on the 
downs, and that two thieves robb’d and murder’d 
him. ‘The dream awak’d him; he fell. afleep 
again, and had the like, dream. He wrote to 
his relation an account of it, and defcribed the 
complexion, ftature, and cloaths of the thieves, 
and advifed him to take care. of himfelf. Not 
long after he had received this monitory letter, he 
rode towards Salifbury, and was robb’d and murs, 
der’d; and the two villains were. difcover’d by 
this letter, tried, executed, and hung in chains 
on. the road to London. 


A certain lady in the country (who muft be 
namelefs) had a beloved daughter, who had been 
a long time ill, and received no benefit from 
the phyficians. She dreamt that a friend_ of 
her’s deceafed, told her, that if fhe gave her 
daughter a drench of yew pounded, that fhe 
would recover; fhe gave her the drench and 
killed her. Upon which fhe grew almoft dif- 
tracted. Her chamber-maid, to compliment 
her, and mitigate her grief, faid, Surely that 
could not kill her, and fhe would adventure to 
take the fame herfelf; fhe did fo, and died alfo. 
This was about the year 1670, or 1671.. Iknew 
the family, fays Mr. Aubrey, my author. + 
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Sir ‘Thomas WVinitess alderman of London; 
was a very rich man, charitable and publick 
fpirited. He dreamt that he had founded a 
college at a place where three elms grew out of 
one root. He went to Oxford, and difcovering 
fome fuch tree near Gloucefter Hall, he began 
to repair it, with a defign to endow it. But 
walking afterwards by the convent where the 
Bernardines formerly lived, he plainly faw an 
elm with three large bodies rifing out of the 
fame root. He forthwith purchafed the ground, 
and endowed his college there, as it is at this 
day, except the additions which Archbifhop 
Laud made; near the outfide of which building, 
in the garden belonging to the prefident, the 
tree is ftill to be feen. He made the difcovery 


about the year 1557. 


William Penn, proprietor of Penfylvania told 
me (fays Mr, Aubrey) that he went with his 
mother in a vifit to Admiral Dean’s wife, who 
lived then. in Petty France; the admiral was 
then at fea. She told them, that the night 
before, fhe hada perfect dream of her hufband, 
whom fhe faw walking on the deck, and giving 
dire€tions, and that a cannon bullet Reta his 
arm into his fide. This dream did much dif- 
compofe her, and within forty-eight hours fhe 
received news of the fight at fea, and that her 
hufband was killed in the very manner aforefaid. 


Mr. 


ae 
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Mr. Aubrey, reflecting on thefe and other 
extraordinary occurrences of this nature, fays, 
For my part I will not pretend to underftand 
them, unlefs (according to the opinion of fome 
philofophers) we may believe that the air being 
full of intelligences and {fpirits, who forefeeing 
future events, and commiferating the condition 
of mankind, give them warning by thefe kind 


of intimations, that they may the more timely pro- 
vide and defend themfelves againft their cala- 


-mities. But whatever is the caufe, experience 


affures us, that after fuch denunciation, fome 


extraordinary thing or pegs does conftantly 
happen. 


OF 


OF 


Mie SOT 


N Barbary are wizards, who fmear their hands 

| with fome black ointment, then hold them 
up to the fun, and in a fhort time you fhall fee 
delineated in that black ftuff, the likenefs of 
what you defire to have an anfwer to: it was 
defired to know whether a fhip was in faiety? 
there appeared ia the woman’s hand the perfect . 
lineaments of a fhip under fail. This a mer- 
chant of London, who was a factor there feveral 
years, protefted he faw. 


A like method to this is ufed in England by 
women who are curious to know their fortune. 
They put the white of a new-laid egg in a beer 

elafs, 


ie 
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glafs,; and expofe it to the fun in hot weather, 
¥ in Auguft, when the fun is in Leo, and they 
r will perceive their future hufband’s profeffion. 


Mr. Aubrey (who was a very learned man, and 
fellow of the royal fociety, and to whom I am 
obliged for thefe extraéts) tells us, that on the 
day of St John’s Baptift, in the year 1694, as 
he was walking in the fields behind Montague 
Houfe, he faw there about two or three and 
twenty young women, moft of them well habited, 
-on their knees very bufy, as if they had been a 
weeding. On enquiry I was told, that they 
were looking for a coal under the root of a plan- 
tane, to put under their head that night, and 
they would dream who fhould be their hufbands. 
It was to be fought for at that time and hour, 
which was about twelve o’clock. 


The women have feveral magical fecrets 
handed down to them by tradition. For in-« 
ftance. On St. Agnes Night, January 21, 
take a row Of pins, pulithem out one by one, fay- 
a pater nofter (or our father) flicking a pin in 
your fleeve, and you will dream of him,. or her 
you fhall marry. Ben Johnfon, in one of his 
mafques, makes fome mention of this. 


And on fweet Agnes Night 


Pleafe you with the promis’d fight, 
Some 


Some of hufbands, fome of lovers, 
| Which an empty dream difcovers. 


To know whom one fhall marry: You mult 
lie in another county, knit the left garter about 


the right-legeed ftocking (let the other garter 


and Rocking Ane) andas you rehearfe thefe fol- 
lowing verfes. at every comma or ftop, knit a 
knot. | 


This knot I knit, 

To know the thing, Iknow not yet, 
That I may fee, / 
The man that fhall my hufband bes : 
How he goes, and what he wears, 

And what he does, all days, and years. 


ence in your dream you will fee him, 
if a mufician, with a lute or other inftrumenty 
if a fcholar, with a book or paper. 


A gentlewoman whom I knew (fays Mr. Au- 
brey) confefied in my hearing, that fhe ufed 
this method, and dreamt of her hufband, whom 
fhe had never feen. About two or three years 
after, as fhe was one Sunday at church in Sarum, 
up pops a young clergyman into the pulpit. 
She cries out prefently to her fifter, this is the 
very face of the man I faw in my dream. Sir 
- William Soames’s lady did the like. 

An- 
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_ Another way is, to charm the moon, thus: 
_ Ac the firft appearance of the new moon after 
ey a ; = 5 hg . - 
__. New Year’s Day, go out in the evening, and 


ftand over the fpars of a gate or file, looking. 
on the moon, and fay, 


All-hail to the moon, all bail to thee, 
I prithee good moon reveal to: me 
This night who my hufband fhall be. 


You mutt prefently after go to bed. I knew 
two gentlewomen that did this when they were 
young maids, and they had dreams of thofe 
that married them. 3 


Cafaubon cites Tralianus, of curing difeafes 
by fpells, charms, &c. Abracadabra is a myf- | 
terious word, to which the fuperftitious in for- 
mer times afcribed a magical power to expel . 
difeafes (efpecially the Tertian Ague) worn 
about the neck, in the manner directed by 
Bafilides the inventor, in fome- Latin verfes, 
which being tranflated, run thus, 


Abracadabra, ftrange myfterious word! , 
In order writ, can wondrous cures afford. 
This be the rule :— A fcrip of parchment take; 
Cut like a pyramid revers’d in make. 
Abracadabra, firft at length you name, 
T.ine under line, repeating fill the fame, 
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But at its end, each line, one letter lefs, 
Mutt then its predeceffor line exprefs: 
Till lefs’ning by degrees the charm defcends. 
With conic form, and in a letter ends. 
Round the fick neck the finifh’d wonder tie, 
And pale difeafe muft from the patient fly. 


The form of it is as follows: 


ABRACADABRA - 
ABRACADABR 
ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD 
ABRACA 
ABRAC 
ABRA | 
ABR 
AB 
a eee 


With this fpell, a perfon at Wells, cured 
above an hundred of the ague, fays my author, 


To cure the bite of a mad dog: Write thefe 
words on paper — rebus, rubus, epitepfcum, 
and give it to the party, or beaft bitten, to eat 
in bret or any thing elfe. A gentleman of 
eood quality, anda fober grave perfon, affirm’d, 
that this receipt never fails. 


To 
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To cure the tooth-ach : From Mr, Afhmole’s 


“manufcript writ with his own hand. 


Mars, hur, aburfa, aburfe. 
Jefu Chrift for Mary’s fake, 
Take away this tooth-ach. 


Write the words three times; and as you fay 
the words, let the party burn one paper, there 
another, and then the laft. He fays he faw it 
tried, and the party immediately cured. | 


Mr. Afhmole told me (fays Mr. Aubrey) that 
a woman made ufe of a fpell to cure an ague, 
by the advice of Dr. Nepier. A minifter came 
to her, and feverely reprimanded her for making 
ufe of a diabolical help, and told her the was _ 
in danger of damnation for it, and commanded 
her to burn it. She did fo, and her diftemper 
returned feverely; infomuch that fhe was im- 
portunate with the doctor to ufe the fame again. 
She ufed it, and had eafe. But the parfon hear- 
ing of it, came to her again, and thunder’d hell 
and damnation, and frighten’d her fo, that fhe 
burnt it again. Whereupon fhe fell extremely 
ill, and would have had it a third time; but 
the doctor refufed, faying, that fhe had con- 
temned and flighted the power and goodnefs of 
the bleffed [pirits. (or angels)‘ and fo the died. 

Pal Le ‘The 
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“The caufe of the Lady Honeywood’s defperation, 


was, that fhe had ufed a fpell to cure her. 


To cure a thrufh: Take a living frog, and 
hold it in a cloth, to prevent its going dowo the 
throat, and put the head of it into the child’s 
mouth till it be dead; and then take another 
froe and do the fame. | 


To cure the tooth-ach:» Take a new nail, 
and make the gum bleed with it, and then drive 
it into an oak. ‘This cured Sir William Neal’s 
fon; a fitout young gentleman, when he was 
almoft mad with the pain. 


Lo ftaunch bleeding: Cutan afh of ane, twe, 
or three years growth; if it is a fhoot, it mut 


and minute that the fun enters into Taurus : a chip 
of this applied will ftop it. Mr. Mercator the 
aftronomer, told me (fays Mr. Aubrey) that he 
had tried it with effect; . the ftick muft be dipp’d 
or wetted in the blood. When K. James was 
at Salifbury, 1688, his nofe bled near two days, 
and after many eflays in vain, was ftopp’d by 
the fympathetic afh, which Mr. Nafh, a furgeon 
in Salifbury, applied. ae 


A houfe (or chamber) fome where in S.ondon, 
was haunted; the curtains would be rafhed at 


night, and awake the gentleman that lay there, 


One 


- 


, 


-be ‘cut from the ground: do this at the very hour . 
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“One Henry Laws, his acquaintance, to be fatif- 
fied lay with him; and the curtains were rafh’d’ 


as before. The gentleman gr 
with the frights. A certa ‘doetor cured the 
houfe of this difturbance,. and Mr. Laws faid, 
that the principal ingredient was Hypericon put 
under his pillow.. 


In Herefordfhire and other places, they put 
a cold iron bar upon their barrels, to prevent 
their beer pare four’d by thunder. This is a 
common practice in Kent. 


To hinder the night-mare from troubling 
horfes, they hang in a ftring, a flint with a na- 
tural hole in it, by the manger; but the beft 
way is to hang it about their necks; and a flint 
will do it that has no hole in it. This prevents 
the night-mare, or hag, from riding their horfes, 
who fometimes will fweat all night. 


It’s a common thing to nail horfefhoes at the 


threfholds of doors; which is to hinder the 


power of witches that enter into the houfe. 
Mott houfes at the weft end of the town have 


a horfefhoe on the threfhold. It fhould be a- 


horfefhoe that one finds. In the Bermudas they 
ufe to put an iron into the fire when a witch 
comes in. Mars is an enemy to Saturn. | 
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At Paris, when it begins to thunder and 
lighten they ring the great bell at St. Germains, 
which-they believe ae it ceafe, The like was 
formerly done at Malmfbury in ‘Wilthire, where 
they rung St, Adelm’s bell when it thunder’d 
and lighten’d. 


Of Corps-CanpLes, in Wares. In 
a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Joszry 
Davis, to Mr. Baxter; 1656, 


SF LE 

«© ®W am to give you the belt fatisfaction I can 
a | touching thofe fiery apparitions (corps- 
«¢ candles) which do, as it were, mark out. the 
«« way for corpfes to their fepulchres, fometimes 
<¢ before the parties themfelves fall fick. I could 
«¢ never hear in England of thefe; they are 
«common in thefe three counties, Cardigan, 
«© Carmarthen, and Pembroke, and, as I hear, 
6 in forme other parts of Wales. », 


“< Thefe phantoms, in our language, we call 

«¢ Canhwyllan Cyrph, 1, ¢. corps-candles; and 
«6 candles we call them, not that we i an 

4s thing befides the light, but becaufe that light 

Ma ¢ doth 
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«© doth as much refemble a material candle-light 
& ag ecos do eggs, faving, that in their journey 
“‘thefe candles fometimes appear, and fome- 
“times difappear, efpecially when one comes 
‘¢ near them; and to one who comes in the way 
** againft them, they vanifh; but prefently ap- 
‘¢ pear behind, and hold on their courfe. If it be 
¢¢ a little candle pale or bluifh, then follows the 
‘¢ corpfe of an abortive or fome infant; if a big 
6‘ one, then the corpfe of fome one come of 
‘aoe, If there be feen two, three, or more, 
‘&°fome big, fome fmall, together, then fo 
‘* many, and fuch corpfes together. If two 
‘¢ candles come from divers places, and be feen 
© to meet, the corpfes will do the like; if any 
6¢ of thefe candles are feen to turn fometimes a 
«| ittle out of the way, or path, that leadeth to 
<¢ the church, the following corpfe will be 
«¢ be forced to turn in that very place, for the 
<¢ avoiding fome dirty lane, plafh, &c, Now 
‘¢ let us fall to evidence. WhenI was about 
“the age of fifteen, dwelling at Lanylar, late 
“at night, fome neighbours faw one of thefe 
«¢ candles hovering up and down along the river 
‘¢ bank, till they were weary in beholding of it, 
‘¢ at Jaft they left it fo and went to bed. A few 
«© weeks after came a proper damfel from Monte 
«¢ oomery-fhire to fee her friends, who dweit on 
‘>the other fide of that river Ifhwith, and 
« thought to ford the river at that very place 
: *¢ where 
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where the light was feen; being diffuaded by 
fome lookers-on (fome it is moft likely of thofe 
who faw the light) to adventure on the water, 
which was high by reafon of a flood; fhe 
walked up and down along the river bank, 
even where, and as the aforefaid candle did, 


© waiting for the falling of the water; which at 


Jaft fhe took, but too foon for her, for the was 
drowned therein. Of late my fexton’s wife, 
a 1: 
an aged underitanding woman, faw from her 
bed a little bluifh candle on her table’s end; 
within two or three days after came a fellow 
enquiring for her hufband, and taking fome- 
thing from under his cloak, clapp’d it down 
upon the table’s end; it was a dead born child, 


¢¢ Another time, the fame woman faw fuch 
another canele upon the'end of the fame table 
within a few cays aster, a weak child newly 
chriften’d by me, was brought to the fexton’s 
houfe, where prefently it died: and when the 
fexton’s wife, who was then abroad, came 


“© home, fhe found the child at the end of the 


“ table, where fhe had feen the candle. 


*« Some thirty or forty years fince, my wife’s 


‘fitter, being nurfe to baronet Rudd’s three 


ee 


eldeft children, and (the lady miftrefs be- 


*‘ing dead) the lady comptroller of the houfe, 
_* going late into the chamber where the maid 


* fervants 
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66 fervants lay, faw no lefs than five of thefe 


<lichts together. It happen’d a while after, 
<¢ thatthe chamber being new plaifterd, and 
‘© orate of coal fire therein kindled to haften 
‘¢the drying of the plaifter, that five of the 
‘6 maid fervants went to bed as they were wont; 
<¢ but in the morning they were all dead, being 
s< {yfocated in their fleep with the {teams of the 
“new temper’d lime and coal. This was at 
<< Tangathen in Carmarthenfhire. 


“To this account of Mr. Davis (fays Mr. 
«¢ Aubrey) I will fubjoin what my worthy friend 
‘‘and neighbour Randal Caldicot, D. D. af- 
“‘ firmed to me many years fince, viz. When 
«© any chriftian is drowned in the river Dee, 
‘there will appear over the water where the 
“ corpfe is, a light, by which means they find 
“the body; and it is therefore called the holy 
$6: Degsie 


Of 


lea2e4-] 


Of Seconp-Sieut, inScortanp. To 
Mr. Joun Ausrery, Fellow of the 


Royal Society. 


S FR; 

R,{OR your fatisfaction I drew up fome 
# queries about the fecond- fighted men; 
<< and having fent them to the northern parts of 
‘<< this’ kingdom fome while ago, I received 
“ anfwers to them from two different hands, 
*¢ whereof | am now to give you an account, 


«¢ Query I. If fome few credible, well attefted 
‘¢ inftances of fuch a knowledge as is commonly 
‘© called the Second-Sight, can be given? 


<¢ Anfwer. Many inftances of fuch knowledge 
< can be given, by the confeffion of fuch as are 
<6 filled in that faculty: For inftances I refer 


é¢ you to the fourth query. 


“Query IT. If it confifts in the difcovery of 


<< prefent or paft events only ? or if it extend to 


.%¢ fych as are to come? 


<¢ Anfwer. The Second-Sight relates only to 


‘¢ things future, which will fhortly come to pfs. 


of Quasty 


'¢¢ Paft events I learn nothing of it. 
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ce Query Tif. ff the objects of this knowledge 


»  *¢ be fad, and difmal events only ; fuch as deaths 


** and murders? or joyful and profperous alfo ? 


“* Anfwer, Sad and difmal events are the objects 

“* of this knowledge: as fudden deaths, difmal 
“‘ accidents. That they are profperous or joy- 
*¢ ful, I cannot learn. Only one inftance I have 
** from a perfon worthy of credit, and thereby 
“* you may judge of the joyfulnefs, or profperity 
‘of it, and that is this. Near forty years ago, 
«¢ Macklend and his lady, fitter to my Lord Sea- 
<¢ forth, were walking about their own houfe, 
<¢ and in their return both came into the nurfe’s 
-¢ chamber where their young child was on the 
‘¢ breaft. Attheir coming into the room, the 
‘¢ nurfe falls a weeping; they afked her the 
‘© caufe, dreading the child was fick, or that 
“© fhe was fcarce of milk. The nurfe replied; 
“¢ The child was well, and fhe had abundance of 
<¢milk; yet ftill fhe wept; and being preffed 
“to tell what ailed her; fhe at laft faid, 
‘© Macklend would die, and the lady would 
“‘ fhortly be married to another man. Being 
‘© afked how fhe knew that event, fhe told 
‘them plainly, that as they came both 
‘¢ into the room, fhe faw a man with a {fcar- 
<¢ let cloak, and a white hat betwixt them, 
‘¢ siving the lady a kifs over the fhoulder ; and 
‘© this was the caufe of her weeping. Ali-which 
‘came to pafs after Macklend’s death, The 
** tutor 


: 
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“© tutor of Lovat married the lady in the fame. 
“¢ habit the woman faw him. Now by this in-— 
‘© ftance judge, if it be profperous to one, it is 
‘6 as difmal to another. 


<¢ Query IV. If thefe events which fecond- 
“‘fighted men difcover, or, foretell, be vifibly 
‘* reprefented to them, and acted, as it were, 
“<< before their eyes? 


«¢ Anfwer, Affirmatively, they fee thefe things 
“ vifibly; but none. fee but themfelves; for 
‘‘inftance, if a man’s fatal end be hanging; 
<‘ they ll fee a gibbet, or a rope about his neck: 
‘* if beheaded, theyll fee a man without a head; 
‘if drowned, they’il fee water up to his throat; 
if unexpected death, theyll fee a winding fheet 
‘* about his head :' all which are reprefented to 
‘“‘ their view. One inftance I had from a gentle- 
‘¢man here, of a highland gentleman, of the 
‘¢ M‘Donalds, who having a brother that came 
“to vifit him, faw him coming in, wanting a 
“‘ head; yet told not his brother he faw any fuch 
“thing; but within twenty-four hours there- 
‘¢ after, his brother was taken (being murderer) 
*¢ and his head cut off, and fent to Edinburgh. 
«« Many fuch inftances might be given, 
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“Query V. If the Seeond-Sight be a thine 
“that is troublefome and uneafy to thofe that 
| | , s¢ have 
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Be that have it, and fuch as they would gladly 
P< bewid of ? 


“ Anfwer. It’s commonly talk’d by all I fpoke’ 
«© with, that it is troublefome; and that they 
‘< would gladly be freed from it, but cannot: 
‘* only I heard lately of a man very much con- 
‘© cerned in his foul therewith, and by -ferious 


6 begging of God deliverance from it, at length 


<¢ loit the faculty of the Second-Sight. 


‘© Query VI. If any perfon or r perfons, truly 
‘< codly, who may jultly be prefumed to be 
“¢ juch, have been known to have had this gift 
“ or faculty ? 


“© Anfwergs Negativ vely, not any godly, but: 
“¢ fuch as are vicious. 


“ Query 7. If it defcends by fucceffion from 
‘* parents to children? or, if not, whether thofe 
‘¢ that have it can tell how they came by it? 


‘© Anfwer. That. it is by fucceffion, I cannot 

‘‘ learn; how they came by it, is hard to know, 
“¢ neither will they tell; which if they did, they 
‘<< are fure of their ftrokes from an invifible hand. 
© One inftance I heard of one Allen Miller, who, 
‘* being in company with fome gentlemen, and 
** got a little more than ordinary of that ftrong 
*§ liquor they were drinking, began to tell ftories, 
“* and 
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‘* and ftrange paffages he had been at: but. the 
‘¢ faid Allen was fuddenly removed to the farther — 
‘*¢ end of the houfe, and was there almoft ftrang- 
*¢ led; recovering himfelf a little, and coming 
“© to the place vere he was before, they afked 
“* him, what it was that troubled him fo? He 
“¢ anfwer’d, he durft not tell; for he had told 
*¢ too much already. 


“« (9. How came they by it? 


At Some fay,’ "by compact with the devil; 
““fome fay, by converfe with thofe demons we 
** call fairies. I have heard that thofe who have 
** this faculty of the Second-Sight, have offered 
** to teach it to fuch as were defirous to know it ; 
“upon fuch and fuch conditions they would 
“ teach them; but their proffers were rejected ? 


‘¢ This. is all I could. learn ‘by tradition of that 
“ faculty, from knowing and difcreet men. If 
“¢ this fatisfy not thofe queries aforefaid, acquaint 
*¢ me, and what can be known of it fhall be 
‘¢ tranfmitted. 


**¥ cannot pafs by an. inftance I have from 
** a very honeft man. in the next parifh, who 
“told me it himfelf: that his wife. being big 
‘¢ with child near her delivery, he buys: half a 
** dozen of boards to make her a bed againft the 

, | “ time 
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| © time | fhe lay in. The boards lying at the doot 


of his houfe, there came an old fifher-woman; 
yet alive,..and afked, whofe were thofe boards’? 
He .told, her they were his own. She afked 
again, for what ufe he hadthem? He replied, 
fer a bed, fhe again faid, intend them for 
what ufe you pleas fhe faw a dead corpfé 
lying on,them, and that they would be a4 
cofin. Which ftruck the honeft man to the 
heart, fearing the death of his wife. But 
when the old. woman went off, he calls pre- 
fently for a carpenter to make the bed) which 


"was accordingly done; but thortly after the 


honeft man had a child died, whofe coffq 
was made of the ends of thofe boards, 

“¢ Sir, ‘The origitial of this that I have writ 
is.a true copy, was fent by a minifter, living 
within fome few miles of Invernefs, toa friend 
of mine whom sania cae to get information 


** for me,-as I inGinuated: before. I have other 


G6 


anfwers to thefe queries from another hand, 
which I purpojed to -have communicated to. 
you at this times but find there will’ not 
be room enouch in this fheet; however, in café 
you think ic fit, they fhall be fent you after- 
wards. 


‘© In the mean time, I fhall tell you what! 
have had frorn one of the mafters of our col- 
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* Jece here (a north countryman both by birth — 
*‘ and education, in his younger years) who 
“* made a journey in the harveft time into the 
** fhire of Rofs, and, at my defire, made fome 
** enquiry there concerning the Second-Sicht. He 
reports, that there they told him many in- 
ftances of this knowledge, which he had for- 
** sot, except two. The firft, one of his fitters, 
‘¢a young gentlewoman ftaying with a friend 
“© at fome thirty miles diftance from cher fa- 
‘‘ther’s houfe, and the ordinary place’ of | 
her refidence; one, who had the Second-— 
Sight in the family where fhe was; faw a 
“* young man attending her as fhe went up and 
‘© down the houfe, and this was about three 
‘* months before her marriage. The fecond is 
of a woman in that country, who is reputed 
“to have the Second-Sight, and ‘declared, 
«¢ that eight days before the death of a gentle- 
man there fhe faw a bier, or a cofin cover’d 
‘© with a cloth which fhe knew, carried, as it 
“‘ were, ‘to the place of burial, and attended 
‘¢ with a great Company, one of which told’ her 
‘sit was the corpfe of fuch a perfon, naming 
‘that gentleman who died eight days after. 
“* By thele inftances it appears, that the objects 
‘‘of this knowledge are not fad and difmal 
«fevents only, but joyful and profperous ones 
‘¢ alfo, He declares farther, that he “was: in- 
‘© formed there, if I miftake not, by fome of 
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~ & thofe. who had the Second-Sight, that if a¢ 
“any time when they fee thofe range fights, 
‘they fet their foot upon the foot of another 
“who hath rot the Second-Sight, that other 
“* will for that time, fee what they are feeing ; 
“Sas alfo, that they offered, if he pleafed, to 
‘communicate the Second-Sight to him. I 


“* have nothing moe to add at prefent, but that, 
ate grain, ono Ox 


| To Mr. Joun Ausrey, Fellow of 
be dais Royal Society, at Grefham- 
College, Lonpon. 


HFIONOUR’D. SIR, 
*¢ (vince my laft to you, I have had the favour 
Hy S of two letters from you: To the firft, 
** dated January 1,1 had-replied fooner, but that 
“ T wanted leilure to tranferibe fome further ac. 
“counts of a fecond fighted man {ent me 
“ from the north, whereof (in obedience to your 
“© defire) I give you here the doubles, 
és, May 4, 1694. 


Qz | A 
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A Copy of an Anfwer to fome Querizs, 
concerning Second-fighted Men, 

‘from a Minifter near Inverness. 
Uery I. That there is fuch an art com- 


() monly called the Second-Sight, is certain 
** from thefe following inftances. 


74 


34 


,.  Firft, in a gentleman’s houfe, one night 
“‘ the. miftrefs confidering why fuch perfons 
“whom fhe expected -were fo late, and fo long 

-“©acoming, the fupper being all: the while He 
“* Jayed for them; a fervant man about the houfe 
<< (finding the miftrefs anxious) having the Se- 
“‘ cond-Sight, defires to cover the table, and 
«¢ before all things were put os, thofe perfons 
*¢ whom fhe looked for,, would come in, which 
«¢ happened accordingly. : 


«The fecond inftance.is this: A .young 
«¢ Jady of great birth, whom a rich knight fancied, 
“and came in fuit of, but ine fhe could. 
‘¢ by no means fancy, he “being a very difagree- 
‘© able man: her friends, however, importuning 
s¢ daily, fhe turned melancholy and lean, fafting 
“© and weeping continually. A common fellow 
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about the houfe, meeting her one day in the 
fields, faid to her, Mrs. Kate, what is that 
that troubles you, and makes you. look fo ill ? the 
replied, that the caufe 1s known to many, for 
my friends would have me marry fucha man by 
name, but I cannot fancy him. Nay, (fays the 
fellow) give over thefe niceties, for he will be 
your firft hufband, and will not livelong, and 
be fure he will leave you a rich dowry, which 
will procure you a great match, for I fee a 
lord upon each fhoulder of you: all which came 
to pafs in every circumftance, as eye and ear- 
witnefies declare. 


‘¢ A third inftance is of a traveller, who, 
coming into a certain houfe, defired fome 
meat: the miftrefs being fomewhat fcrupulous 
of giving him any; you need not churl me, 
fays he, in giving me a bit of meat; for before 
an hour and a half be over, a young man of 
fuch a ftature and garb, will come in with a 
great falmon fifh on his back, which I behold 
yonder on the floor; and it came to pafs 


within the faid time. 


<¢ A fourth inftance is, of a young woman 
in a certain houfe about fupper-time, refufing 
to take meat from the ftewaid. Being afked, 
why fhe would not take it? She replied, fhe 
faw him full of blood, and therefore was afraid 
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** to take any thine out of his hands, . The next 
‘* morning, the fteward offering to compofe a 
* difference between two men at an ale-houfe 
** door, gota ftroke of a fword on the forehead, 
*¢ and came home full of blood. This was told 
** me by an eye-witnefs. 


“* Query Hl. Thofe that have this faculty of 
“*the Second-Sight, fee only things to come, 
€© which are to happen fhortly thereafter, and fome- 
“* times foretel things that fhall fall out three or 
“four years after. For inftance, one told. his 
*‘ mafter, that he faw an arrow in fuch a man 
** thro’ his bedy, and yet no blood came out. 
“¢ His mafter told him it was impoffible that fuch 
** a thing could be; and therefore, if that came 

* not to ee 2e would be deemed an impoftor. 
“Bur about five or fix years after the man died, 
** and being brought to his burial-place, a acta 
** arofe about his‘ grave, and it came to fuch a 
* heieht, that hay drew arms, and bended 
© their bows ; is one of them letting off <n 
“‘ arrow, fhot thro’ the dead body upon aie bier, 
€° and fo no Blot could iffue from a dead man’s 
*€ wound. His fight, however, could not in- 
*€ form him whether the arrow fhould be fhot 
*< into the man alive or dead, neit her could he 
* tell whether it was near at hand or afar of. 


P 


** Query IIT. They forefee murders, drownings, 
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«« weddings, burials, combats, manflaughters, 
<* of all which, many inflances might be given. 
“Lately ({ believe in Auguft lat, 1695) one 
“told there fhould be drowning in the river 
‘< Bewly, which came to pafs: two young men 
<< croffing a ford were both drowned, which 
<< fell out within a month. 


‘© Another inftance: A man that ferved the 
“< Bithop of Cathneis, who had five daughters 
“ in his houfe; one grudged, that the burden 
‘¢of the family lay on her wholly: the fellow 
“¢ told her that e’er long fhe fhould be exonered 
«of that tafk, for he faw a tall gentleman in 
“ black, walking on the bifhop’s right hand, 
<¢ whom fhe fhould marry: and this fell out 
“acccordingly, within a quarter of a year after, 
<¢ E¥e told alfo of acovered table, full of varieties 
¢¢ of good cheer, and their drefs who fat about 


‘6 the table. 

¢¢ Query IV. They fee all this vilibly acted 
“before their eyes; fometimes within, and 
‘¢ fometimes without-doors, as in a elas, 


“ Query V. It is a thing very trouBlefome to 
¢¢ them that have it, who woul: gladly be rid 
‘of ir. For if the objet be a thing that’s ter- 
‘¢ rible, they are feeq to fweat and tremble, and 
‘ (hriek at the apparition. At other times they 


(4 a 


it aE e996. 4 
_* Taugh, and tell the thing chearfully, juft ac- 
** cording as it is pleafant or aftonithine, ) 

“ Query Vi. Sure it is, that the perfons who 
“* have a fenfe of God and religion, and may be 
sh prefumed to be godly, are known to have this 
“Jaculty. . This evidently appears, in that they 
** are troubled for having it, judging it a fin, 


n 


* end that it came from the devil, and not from 


4G God ; earneftly defiring and withing to be rid 
‘fof it, if poffible; and to that effeét have made 


** application to their minifter, to pray to God — 
“‘for them, that they might be eafed of that. 


“burden, ‘They have fupplicated the prefbytery, 
** who immediately appointed. public prayers to 
** be made in feveral churches, and a fermon 


*“ preached to that purpofe, in their own parith » 


‘‘ church, by their minifters, and they have com- 
« peired before the pulpit, after fermon, making 
** confeffion openly of that fin, with deep fenfe 
*©on their knees; renounced any fuch gift: or 
*« faculty which they had to God’s difhenour, 
*< and earneftly defired the minifter to, pray for 
«¢them; and this their recantation recorded 3 
«© and after this, they were never troubled: with 
«¢ fuch a fight any more, 


A 
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an Copy of a Letter, written to Mtr. 


-Ausrey himfelf, by a Gentleman’s 


Son in Srratru-sPzy in Scor.anp, 


a Student in Divinity, concerning 


the Second-Sight. 


SLR, : 
iS ram more willing than able to fatisfy your 
“© Ht defire: As for inftances of fuch a know- 
** ledge, I could furnifh many. 


“¢ And firit, Andrew Macpherfon of Clume, 

‘© in Badenoch, being in fuit of the Laird of 
“‘ Gareloch’s daughter, as he was upon a day 
<< coing to Gareloch, the lady Gareloch, was 
‘© coing fomewhere from the houfe within Ken- 
‘‘ ning to the road which Clunie was coming ; 
‘¢ the lady perceiving him, jaid to her attendants, 
- that yonder was Clunie, going to fee his 
‘© miftrefs, Gne that had this Second-Sight in 
‘© her company replied, if yon be he, unlefs he 
“¢ marry within fix months, he will never marry. 
«¢ The lady afked how he knew that? He faid, 
very well; for | fee him, faith he, paper 
in 


, 


a 


ate 


S* within two years 
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& in his winding fheet, except his noftrils and 
«© his mouth, which will alfo clofe.up within 
‘© Gx months; which happened even as he fore- 
told; within the fajd fpace he died, and_ his 
@¢ brother Duncan Macpherion, the prefent Clunie, 
& fycceeded. | This and the ike may fatisfy your 
‘* fourth query, he feeing this man even then 
<¢ covered all over with dead linéns. The event 
ce was vifibly reprefented, and, as it were, acted 
‘“‘ before his eyes; and alfo, the laft part of 


.% your fecond query, viz. that it was as yet to 


“come. As for the reft of the qnetionss ViZ. 
“¢ That they difcover prefent and paft events, is 
<< alfo manifeft, thus: J have heard of a gentle- 
“© man, whofe fon had gone abroad, and being 
<¢ anxious tC RDOW, how he was, he went’to con- 
<¢ fult one who had this faculty, who told him, 
<< that fame day five o’ciock in the afternoon he 
‘had married a woman in France, with whom 
“he had got fo may thoufand crowns, and 
e! ft ae come home te fee his 
<¢ father and. friends, eaving his wife with child 
<¢ of a caughter, wand a om of fix months of age 
¢¢ behind him; which accordingly was true. 
<¢ About the fame time two years, he came home, 
<¢ and verified all that was foretold. | 
<¢ It is likewife ordinary with perfons that lofe 

‘‘ any thing, to go to fome of thefe men, by 
«‘ whom they are directed, how, what perfons, 
and 


f 29) 


a ¢¢ and ini what place they fhall find it. But all 
 * fuch as poffefs that fkill, are not equally dex- 
6 terous in it. For inftance; two of them 

*¢ were at Mr. Mackenzy’s houfe, minifter of 
‘< Invernefs; the one a gentleman, the other a 

‘© common fellow ; and MOmGnS by the fire- 

** fide, the fellow fuddenly began to weep 

‘Sand cry out, alas! alas! fuch a woman is 

‘either dead, or prefently expiring. The. 

‘¢ oentlewoman lived five or fix miles from the 

*< houfe, and had been fome days before -in a 

“fever. The gentleman being fomewhat better 

expert in that faculty, faid, no, fhe is not 
4 ¢¢ dead; nor will die of this difeafe. O, faith 
_ “the fellow, do not you fee her all cover’d with 
a winding fheet? Ay, replied the gentleman, ’ 
TT fee her as well as yous but do you not fee 
3 ‘her linen all wet, which is her fweat? fhe 
“being prefently cooling of the fever. This 

“* tory Mr. Mackenzy himfelf will teftify. 


ea | ane iR ie ar cal am ae 


‘© The moft remarkable of this fort that I hear 
‘© of now, is.one Archibald Mackeanyers, or 
« Mackdonald, living in Ardinmarch of Glen- 
‘© coe, and I was prefent myfelf, where he - 
<¢ foretold fomething, which accordingly fell out 
‘in 1683. This man being in Strathfpey, told 
«¢ before the laird of Grant, his lady, and | 
_  feveral others, and alfo in my father’s -houfe; 
> that Argyle, of whom few or none-knew then 
where 


@ 


~ 
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«¢ where he was, at leaft there was no word of 
“ him then here, fhould within twelve months 
“¢ thereafter, come to the Weft Hylands, and raife 
ec a yebellious fa€tion, which would be divided 
« among themfelves, and difperfe, and he un- 
€€ fortunately be taken and beheaded at Edin- 
« burgh, and his head fet upon the Talbooth, 
© where his father’s head was before him; which 
<* proved true in 1635 thereafter. 


«¢ Touching your third query; the objects of 
«© this knowledge are not only fad and difmal, 
é¢ but alfojoyful and profperous. Thus they foretell 


- 
- 


‘¢ of happy marriages, good children, what kind~ ’ 
<< of life meft fhall live, and in what condition | 


“¢ they fhall die; and riches, honour, preferment, 
«peace, plenty, and good weather. 


“© Query VI. What way they pretend to have 
‘cit? Tam informed, that in the fle of Sky, and 
<< efpecially before the gofpel came there, feveral 
¢ families had it by fucceffion, defcending from 
< parents to children, and as yet there be many 
«< there that have it this way; and the only way 
<6 to be freed from it is, when a woman hath it 
“¢ herfelf, andis married to a man that hath it 
<¢ alfo; if, in the very act of delivery, upon frft 
“« fight of the child’s head, it be baptized, the 


“¢ fame is free from it; if not, ic hath it all his — 


“ fife ; by which it feems it is a thing troublefome 


$< arta: 
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“< ahd uneafy to them that have it, and fuch as s they 
«© would fain be rid of. And may fatisfy your 
“¢ ninth query: and for your farther contentment 
<< in this query, I heard my father fay, that there 
“* was one John Mac Grigor very expert in this 
“* knowledge. My father coming with others 
** one day from Invernefs, faid by the way, he 
“<< would go into an alehoufe on the road, ther 
** about five miles of. This. Mac Grigor being 
“in his company, and taking up a flate ftone at 
“ his foot, and looking at it, replied; Nay, you 
<¢ will not go in eae for there is but a matter 
“< of a gallon of ale in it even now, and’ e’er we 
“come to it, it will be -all near drank,. and 


“ thofe who are drinking there,. are. ftrangers to 
~. “us, and.e’er we’ be well paft.the houfe, they’lb 


** difcord. among themfelves;; which accordingly. 


‘‘ happen’d. By. this and other things of the fame*’ 


“* nature,. my, father’s curiofity. was fo excited: 
“< that he wanted. to be mafter of this faculty, and: 
** told, Mac. Grigor. he would fain learnit: who: 
** anfwer’d, that-indeed, in. three. days time he 
“could. teach. him if he pleafed;, but yet he 
“* would not advife him nor any man to-learn. it 3 
‘* for had he once learned, he would never be a 
“* minute. of his life but he would {ee innumerable 


‘men and women night and’ day round about - 
.“*him; which perhaps he would think wearifome 


“and unpleafant; for which reafon my father 


“* would not have it, Butas fkilful as this man 


“ Was, 


Lies iat 

é¢ was, yet he knew not what fhould be his owri 
‘© end, which was hanging: and Iam informed 
‘¢that moft, if not all of them, tho’ they cati 
“ forefeé what fhall happen to others, yet they 
<¢ cannot foretell, much lefs prevent what fhall 
“¢ befall themfelves. Jam alfo informed by one 
«© who came laftfummer from the Ifle of Sky, 
.« that any perfon that pleafes may get it taught 
«© him for a pound or two. of tobacco. 


© As for your laft query: For my own part, I 
“hardly believe they can be’ juftly prefumed, 
“© much lefs truly godly. There was, however, 
“one James Grant, in Glenbeum near Kirk- 
“© Michael in Strathawin, who had this fight, 
¢¢ who, as I hear of feveral that were well ac- 
“ quainted with him, was a very honeft 
“man, and of right blameléfs- converfation. 
© He ufed ordinarily by looking at the fire, to 
<¢ foretell what ftrangers would come to his houfe 
“the next day, or fhortly after, by their habits 
<¢ and arms, and fometimes alfo by their names; 
and if any of his goods or cattle were mif- . 
<¢ fing, he would direct his fervants to the very 
‘¢ place where to find them, whether inthe mire » 
“< or upon dry g eround; he would alfo tell if the 
‘¢ beaft were already dead, or if it would die e’er 
«they could come to it; and in winter, if they 
ct were thick about the fire fide, he would defire 
«« them to make room for fome cthers that ftood 
ih by, Ay 


oi 


Lae 


eee? by, tho’ they did not fee them, elfé fome of 


them would be quickly thrown into the midft 
SS OPit. 


“¢ They generally term this Second-Sight inIrith, 
we * Taifhitaranghk, and fuch as have it Taifhai- 

*trin, from Beit which properly is a fhadowy 
** fubftance, or fuch naughty and imperceptible 

“thing, as can only, or rather fcarcely be dif- 
“cerned by the eye, but not caught by the 
“hands; for which reafon. they affigned it to 
** buglis or ghofts; fo that Taifhtar, isas much 
* as one that converfes with ghofts or fpirits, er 
‘as they commonly call them, the fairies or 
** fairy folks. Others call thefe men Phifichin,. 
‘* from Phis, which is properly Fore-fight, or 
“* Fore-knowledoe. ‘This is the fureft and clear- 
“eft account of fecond-fighted men, that I can 
‘“ now find, in which I have been curious jn 
“« nothing but the verity, fo far as I could. 

Yours, &c, 


I fhall conclude thefe extraéts from Mr. Au- 
brey, with arclation he has taken from the A- 
thenian Mercury ; which is as follows. — Two 
perfons, ladies of quality (both not long fince 
deceafed) were intimate acquaintance, and lov’d 
each other entirely. It fo fell out, that one of 
them fell fick of the {mall- -pox, and defired 
mightily to fee the other, who would not come, 


fear- 


i 
a 


& 


feng: but appears at the otters RAS ioe é ae 


drefs of a widow; and afks for her friend, who, ne 


was: then at cards, but fends down her woman 
to know her bufinefs, who, in fhort,, told ber, 
fhe muft impart it to none’ but her lady; who, 
after fhe had receiv’d this anfwer, bid her woman 
have her into a ‘room, and defired her to ftay 
while the game was done, and fhe would wait on 
her: The game being done, down fairs the 
comes to the appapition, to know. her bufinefs. 
_ Madam, (fays the gho%, turning up her veil, 


arid ‘her face appearing x full of the fall -PpOx) you 
i yar well, that. ee and I lov’d entirely; 
fee “me, I took it ‘fo. ie™ 


at ance Mhahdy, thal could not feft till Thad 


ae tee Yau, PM poe i at Come + tal ey that 


Bilis ; and nich aus are hea a fat, ue, make the 
thirteenth perfon in number, then remember my 
words 3 and fo e Tae vanifh’d. _To cons 


clude, fhe was at a-feaft, where fhe made the 
~ thirteenth at mn naiiabet: and was afterwards 
afked by the déceafed’s brother, whether his fifter 
_ did appeat'to, her’ as’ was reported: She made 
‘him’ do anfwer, but fell a. weeping, and died in 
a litele time after. © The centleman that told this 
‘fory, ays; I at there is hardly any perfon of 
quality but. knows i t to be true. | 
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